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The Brazilian Archives of Cardiology (ABC Cardiol) is the 
scientific journal with the greatest impact on Cardiology 
in Brazil and Latin America. In its history, it has had the 
fundamental role of disclosing the national scientific 
production in a journal indexed in all the most significant 
international databases and in the English language. At present, 
it is, therefore, the true window of our scientific production 
to the World.

The positive evolutions and results we have achieved in this 
current administration are supported by continuous actions 
from previous ABC Cardiol administrations. Here I take this 
opportunity to text my thanks to all the previous Editors-in-
Chief, who were fundamental in the growth of ABC Cardiol 
and who allowed the current leadership to achieve positive 
results, such as the impact factor of 2.01 in the Journal of 
Citation Report. The word here is gratitude to all those who 
directly or indirectly contributed and support the success of 
ABC Cardiol and, especially, our scientific community.2

However, challenges continue in the quest to reach 
new heights in the missions of the Arquivos Brasileiros de 
Cardiologia. In this journey of advancement, the best ideas 
come from discussions with groups involved in management 
and “collective intelligence” that Associate Editors, Editorial 
Assistants, Reviewers, members of SBC’s publishing boards, 
Previous Editors, SBC Directors and SBC members. Here, I 
invite everyone to actively participate in ABC Cardiol and 
submit their best work to the most important Cardiology 
journal in our country.

What we are planning today for the next 4 years of 
management, until 2025, are in the text of this Editorial. But 
new ideas and actions can emerge, and everything depends 
on the active participation of everyone. This Editor-in-Chief 
has an open ear, mind, and heart to everyone’s suggestion. 
Contribute!

In the editorial line and format of ABC Cardiol, we will 
continue with the mini-editorials inviting the Reviewers of 

articles to write their vision about the original data published 
on ABC Cardiol. At ABC Cardiol, whoever reviews, writes 
mini-editorials!

We are encouraging publications of high-quality systematic 
reviews and meta-analyses, which have greatly helped to 
answer questions for which randomized controlled trials are 
not yet available. We also have a great mission to disseminate 
our populational data to help our public managers to make 
the best decisions for the benefit of the Brazilian population.3-9 
The focus is and will continue to be on cardiovascular disease 
in all its aspects, including interdisciplinarity.

Studies with original data from postgraduate programs 
throughout our country are the source of the best quality 
articles on ABC Cardiol and we always evaluate these 
articles with a special eye. Postgraduate programs from 
public and private universities in the field of Cardiology 
and Cardiovascular Sciences submit articles to ABC Cardiol! 
Highlights, videos, podcasts, reverberations, and comments on 
our pages, fully integrated with social networks and scientific 
networks, will give the desired aftermath and often superior 
to publications in international journals that will not give the 
due importance that we give to our local production. The 
dissemination of our articles will have top priority over the 
next 4 years and the benefit belongs to all, authors, institutions, 
and journals. Just as an example, the new ABC Cardiol portal, 
which includes modern search techniques and allows web 
crawlers from Google and other search tools to identify our 
published articles and make them available in searches carried 
out by users in these tools. The results are already noticeable 
with up to 80 thousand hits per month on our pages.

A new action will be the appointment of ambassadors of 
ABC Cardiol in various parts of the World that will help to 
publicize our magazine and our production, as well as attract 
high-quality articles from these regions. Ambassadors from 
Asia, Europe, Latin America, Australia, Africa, and Portuguese-
speaking countries are scheduled.

One of the big news will be the introduction of the Central 
Figure, also called Visual Abstract or Graphical/Illustrative 
Summary. This figure, which summarizes the entire message 
of the scientific article in a single figure or graphic art, will be 
distributed in simple formats that allow rapid dissemination 
through social and scientific media in a clear and precise 
manner and always carrying the reference of our article. 
The name of this graphic art in Portuguese and English for 
our Journal has not yet been defined. Send your message 
in the comments on this page saying which name for this 
illustration you prefer. Participate in this decision! Also in the 
monthly podcast, we will make summaries of the issue and 
new publications for our readers.DOI: https://doi.org/10.36660/abc.20211025
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The second big news planned for 2023, with transition 
in 2022, will be continued publication, in which articles 
are published immediately after approval and layout. 
This will result in a drastic reduction in the time between 
approval and having the article citable with DOI and all 
its references for publication by the authors. The goal is 
to reduce the current approximate 120 days to 60 days 
or less. The monthly issues will continue to exist, but they 
will be built retrospectively. This may affect the pagination 
of the article a little, but in the modern digital world this 
detail has lost its importance and we are going to adapt to 
the new formats of references.

We are planning to expand our body of reviewers, 
associate editors, ambassadors and national and international 
contributors.10 Be close by to participate in writing the history 
of our cardiovascular science alongside ABC Cardiol with 73 
years of history and much more to come. Come to be part of 
this story! We welcome everyone in our scientific community 
with open arms. We also plan to expand the awards to 
reviewers and collaborators, as well as make the review visible 
through Publons, thus helping the academic career of our 
reviewers, editors, and collaborators. Still under discussion, 
but we may adopt in this new administration the publication 
of the names of the reviewers of approved articles, only if the 
reviewers and authors approve.

The internationalization of our Journal continues, with 
over a third of publications coming from international 

centers. Our acceptance rate in the last year of approximately 
only 10% of the original articles submitted is a fact 
that demonstrates the quality of publications currently 
approved by ABC Cardiol. Although this can be a challenge 
for authors, submission to ABC Cardiol guarantees a 
peer-review review (at least between two editors in 
the case of immediate rejection) and direct referral, if 
appropriate, to the other ABC Family and partners11-13 

as International Journal of Cardiovascular Sciences, ABC 
Cardiovascular Imaging (DIC Journal), ABC Heart Failure & 
Cardiomyopahty (DEIC Journal), DERC Magazine, Journal 
of Transcatheter Interventions (SBHCI JOTCI), Brazilian 
Journal of Cardiovascular Surgery (from the Brazilian 
Society of Cardiovascular Surgery). All these opportunities 
in a single submission! The Editors want the submitted 
articles to find their home Journal as quickly as possible. 
And this integration with the ABC Family greatly increases 
your chance of achieving this essential objective in today’s 
academic career: To publish! ABC Cardiol even accepts 
submission of articles that have already been published on 
pre-print servers recognized by Scielo and ABC Cardiol as 
Scielo pre-prints, MedRxiv, OSFPreprints, and Preprints.

The way-ahead is challenging, but we are ready for the 
challenge, and we are going to grow a lot together with our 
scientific community, which has phenomenal talent, and 
which needs to be shown to the World.

1.	 Rochitte CE. Impact Factor of 2.0, a New Historical Record for ABC 
Cardiol - Many Thanks to our Cardiology and Scientific Community. Arq 
Bras Cardiol. 2021 Aug;117(2):266-9. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/
abc.20210616. PMID: 34495216; PMCID: PMC8395800.

2.	 Rochitte CE. ABC Cardiol - Our Home of the Cardiovascular Scientific 
Research. Arq Bras Cardiol. 2020 Dec;115(6):1044-6. English, Portuguese. 
doi: 10.36660/abc.20201206. PMID: 33470298; PMCID: PMC8133717.

3.	 Santos SC, Villela PB, Oliveira GMM. Mortality Due to Heart Failure and 
Socioeconomic Development in Brazil between 1980 and 2018. Arq Bras 
Cardiol. 2021 Nov;117(5):944-51. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/
abc.20200902. PMID: 34644789.

4.	 Mansur AP, Favarato D. Cardiovascular and Cancer Death Rates in the 
Brazilian Population Aged 35 to 74 Years, 1996-2017. Arq Bras Cardiol. 2021 
Aug;117(2):329-40. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/abc.20200233. 
PMID: 34495229; PMCID: PMC8395784.

5.	 Santana GBA, Leal TC, Paiva JPS, Silva LFD, Santos LG, Oliveira TF, et al. 
Temporal Trend of Mortality Due to Ischemic Heart Diseases in Northeastern 
Brazil (1996-2016): An Analysis According to Gender and Age Group. Arq 
Bras Cardiol. 2021 Jul;117(1):51-60. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/
abc.20200222. PMID: 34320068; PMCID: PMC8294739.

6.	 Malta DC, Pinheiro PC, Teixeira RA, Machado IE, Santos FMD, Ribeiro 
ALP. Cardiovascular Risk Estimates in Ten Years in the Brazilian Population, 
a Population-Based Study. Arq Bras Cardiol. 2021 Mar;116(3):423-31. 
English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/abc.20190861. PMID: 33909770; 
PMCID: PMC8159568.

7.	 Souza CDF, Oliveira DJ, Silva LFD, Santos CDD, Pereira MC, Paiva JPS, et 
al. Cerebrovascular Disease Mortality Trend in Brazil (1996 To 2015) and 

Association with Human Development Index and Social Vulnerability. Arq 
Bras Cardiol. 2021 Jan;116(1):89-99. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/
abc.20190532. PMID: 33566971; PMCID: PMC8159516.

8.	 Petersen LC, Danzmann LC, Bartholomay E, Bodanese LC, Donay BG, 
Magedanz EH, et al. Survival of Patients with Acute Heart Failure and Mid-
range Ejection Fraction in a Developing Country - A Cohort Study in South 
Brazil. Arq Bras Cardiol. 2021 Jan;116(1):14-23. English, Portuguese. doi: 
10.36660/abc.20190427. PMID: 33566960; PMCID: PMC8159506.

9.	 Malta DC, Teixeira R, Oliveira GMM, Ribeiro ALP. Cardiovascular Disease 
Mortality According to the Brazilian Information System on Mortality and 
the Global Burden of Disease Study Estimates in Brazil, 2000-2017. Arq Bras 
Cardiol. 2020 Aug 28;115(2):152-60. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/
abc.20190867. PMID: 32696855; PMCID: PMC8384283.

10.	 Alfonso F, Zelveian P, Monsuez JJ, Aschermann M, Böhm M, Hernandez AB, 
et al., Editors’ Network, European Society of Cardiology (ESC) Task Force. 
Authorship: from credit to accountability. Reflections from the Editors’ 
Network. Basic Res Cardiol. 2019 Apr 8;114(3):23. doi: 10.1007/s00395-
019-0729-y. PMID: 30963299.

11.	 Rochitte CE. Interaction among Cardiovascular Scientific Journals in 
Brazil: A Model that should be Better Explored. Arq Bras Cardiol. 2020 
Mar;114(3):433-4. English, Portuguese. doi: 10.36660/abc.20200159. 
PMID: 32267312; PMCID: PMC7792741

12.	 Andrade PB. Uma ilustre e bem-vinda ajuda. J Transcat Interven. 2020;28: 
1 [eA202001]. https://doi.org/10.31160/JOTCI202028A202001 

13.	 Evora PRB. The “Great Family” of Cardiovascular Scientific Journals in 
Brazil. Braz J Cardiovasc Surg. 2020;35(4):I-II. Published 2020 Aug 1. 
doi:10.21470/1678-9741-1-2020-0608

References

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License

2


