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ABSTRACT

Triplaris americands a plant that has been applied as ornamental ispaad also as natural medicine. Adults and
immature stages oAethalion reticulatunwere observed colonizing specimens of this plargimop, MT, Brazil,
which represent the first record of this leafhoppelonizing this specie
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INTRODUCTION ants that attack aggressors, herbivores and even
plants touching its trunk (Flora of Santa Catarina)
Triplaris americanalLinnaeus is a plant of the Aethalion reticulatum  (Linnaeus 1767)
family Polygonaceae which has about 40 gener@Hemiptera: Aethalionidae) is a species of
and 1,100 species reported around the world. lleafhopper, popularly known as “cigarrinha do
Brazil there are seven genera and about 90 specigsdinculo”, that feeds on the sap of plants,

recorded (Souza and Lorenzi 2012). especially fruit, which can hinder plant and fruit
It is considered a species which presents widgrowth.
geographical distribution with greater Infestations of this species in agricultural areas

concentration in the Northern Hemisphere (Souzean result in production losses (Araujo et al.
and Lorenzi 2012), In Brazil it is known as “pau-2010), and recentlyA. reticulatum has been
formiga”, “pau-de-formiga”, “pau-de-novato”, observed feeding on eucalyptus plants, indicating
“formigueiro” and “taxizeiro” (Lorenzi 2000). its supposed migration and adaptation to this new
Triplaris americanais important in the urban host and its potential to become a forest pest
landscaping industry (Lorenzi 2000) and also usefMenezes et al. 2012).
as a medicinal plant for the treatment of varioughe association ofA. reticulatum with other
diseases (Arbelaez 1975; Dewalt et al. 1999).  insects, especially bees and ants is commonly
Its pollination is performed by bees and dispersionbserved, since these Hymenoptera benefit from
by anemochory, due to winged fruits, which carthis relationship, feeding on a sugary compound
be dispersed over considerable distances. Its trutfkoneydew) expelled by the leafhoppers (Brown
is internally hollow and houses Blseudomyrmex 1976; Baronio et al. 2012). Thus, this study sought
to extend the geographical distribution records of
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the leafhopper A. reticulatunm) and reportsT.  station situated in the campus of UFMT - Sinop.
americanaas a host plant of this insect. After one year of weekly monitoring, it was found
Adults and immature ofA. reticulatum were that A. reticulatumremained associated with.
observed colonizing plants ®f americangFig. 1  americanaduring the entire period.

A, B and C) as of March 2013 on the campus ocfome specimens were collected, fixed, labeled
the Federal University of Mato Grosso (UFMT)(Fig. 2 B) and species identified by Prof. Dr.
(11° 51" 50" S Latitude and 55° 28 58" W Evaldo Martins Pires of the Federal University of
Longitude), located in the municipality of Sinop, Mato Grosso, and then deposited in the Southern
Mato Grosso State, Brazil (Fig. 2 A). The weatheAmazon  Biological  Collection  (“Acervo
variables rainfall, relative humidity and Biolégico da Amazdnia Meridional” - ABAM) of
temperature were recorded from the weathethe UFMT.

Figure 1 - (A and B) Adults and imature @éethalion reticulatumand specimens dfrigona spinipes
(Hymenoptera: Apidae) on branches Bf americana (C) Adults and nymphs oA.
reticulatum and antsCamponotussp. (D) Detail of the egg mass 8f reticulatumon
branches off. americana

-

C

Figure 2 - (A) Plants ofTriplaris americanaon the Campus of UFMT — Sinop. (B and C) Dorsal an
lateral views ofAethalion reticulatum.
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This leafhopper was observed feeding on twiggn both dry as wet seasons, no damage was
and branches of. americanain association with observed on the plant due to the presencé.of
its symbionts Trigona spinipesFabricius 1973 reticulatum and thusT. americanamay be an
(Hymenoptera: Apidae), popularly known as the@mportant source of food and shelter, as well as a
“Arapud bee”, and ants of the gen@amponotus location for breeding of this species so that iyma
that fed on the excrement released By be considered a host plant for this Hemiptera.
reticulatum(honeydew).
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Figure 3 - Weather variables: (A) rainfall, (B) relative
humidity and (C) temperature with evidence
to dry and rainy seasons recorded in Sinop, Received: April 01, 2014;
Mato Grosso State, Brazil. Accepted: June 24; 2014.
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