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Israel Roisenberg (1934-2013) — A life dedicated to science

Life History

Historians of science have continuously searched for
the factors which determine why certain persons achieve
proeminence in the area. Of prime importance, of course, is
their biological constitution; only persons with a given de-
gree of intelligence can reach success. But there are many
additional factors which are also important, including work
drive, persistence, as well as appropriate family and aca-
demic environments.

This combination of factors led to Israel Roisenberg’s
brilliant career, and the main events of his life are listed in
Table 1. He was born in Porto Alegre on July 31, 1934,
where he lived all his life, except for varied periods of time in
Séo Paulo and outside Brazil. After primary and secondary
education (the latter in a public school, Colégio Julio de
Castilhos), he was approved in the Federal University of Rio
Grande do Sul (UFRGS) entrance exam for the Biological
Sciences Career in 1958. Soon he developed an interest in re-
search, and as a consequence I invited him to work as an un-
dergraduate student in our laboratory. He graduated in 1961
and soon afterwards received a contract as a Biologist at
UFRGS. Our Post-Graduate Program was just starting at the
time, but he also immediately enrolled as a Ph.D. student.

At the time I had just returned from the US, where 1
was enjoying a Post-Doctorate stay at the Department of
Human Genetics, School of Medicine, University of Michi-
gan in 1957/58, and was starting a research program in the
area which involved not only the population genetics of
Amerindians, but also medical genetics, due to the absence
of specialists, at the time, in this field. Several hemophilia
patients had looked for help in our Genetic Counseling Ser-
vice, and therefore I suggested to Israel to work with this
condition for his Doctoral Thesis.

This was the beginning of a distinguished interest in
coagulation and hemostatic disorders that lasted for all his
life. To learn the specific coagulation techniques he stayed
for some time at the Butantan Institute in Sdo Paulo, under
the guidance of Gastdo Rosenfeld, with whom he after-
wards developed a strong friendship. The Ph.D. degree was
awarded in 1968, and he was the first student to obtain it in
our Program.

Newton E. Morton was at the time working in an ex-
tensive program of research with northeastern Brazilians,
and one of the logical choices was that Israel would go to
his laboratory for a Post-Doctorate stay. This occurred in
1968/69, and there he obtained skills in the electronic pro-
grams developed by Morton and performed field work in
the Pacific Islands. As a result, they published papers sum-
marizing the genealogical data obtained in the Pingelap and
Mokil attols (no. 5, List of Selected Publications) and the
results of his Ph.D. Thesis (6). They also examined aspects
of the population structure of Central and South American
Amerindians (4).

Back in Brazil, he organized a highly successful
group of research in hemostasis and was actively engaged
in undergraduate and graduate teaching. In relation to the
latter, 23 M.Sc. and 7 Ph.D. degrees were obtained under
his guidance from 1974 up to 2005.

Along the years he made additional stays in the USA
(1977) and Wales (1989), was the Coordinator of our Post-
Graduate Program in Genetics and Molecular Biology for
an extended period of time (1976-1992), President of the
UFRGS Central Administration Post-Graduate Special
Chamber (1991/96), and received national recognition as
President of the Brazilian Society of Genetics (1974-1976),
as Member of the Council, Brazilian Society for the Ad-
vancement of Science (SBPC) (1975/79), and was invited
to join the Advisory Committees of the Brazilian National
Council for Research and Development (CNPq) in 1985-
1989 and 2000/2001, as well as to the Rio Grande do Sul
State Foundation for the Development of Science
(FAPERGS), from 1998 to 2001.



In 2006 he received the maximal reward a member of
our community can achieve, Full Membership in the Bra-
zilian Academy of Sciences; but unfortunately, soon after-
wards, he suffered an extensive cerebral hemorrhagic
accident which led to a state of coma that persisted until his
death on November 5, 2013.

Research

During his academic career, Israel investigated a se-
ries of pathological conditions and was also interested in
the development of new laboratory techniques. Details are
given in the Selected List of his publications, below, which
can be summarized as follows: (a) Hemophilias A and B
(numbers 2,6,9, 11, 13,16, 19, 20, 44); (b) Von Willebrand
Factor and Disease, Factor V Deficiency (numbers 10, 12,
14, 21-23, 25-27, 30, 31); (c) Thrombophilia and other co-
agulation problems (numbers 7, 8, 39); (d) Diabetes (num-
bers 24, 29, 32-38, 40-43); (d) Other miscellaneous
diseases: spherocytosis, hereditary non-hemolytic conju-
gated hyperbilirubinemia, adult polycystic kidney disease
(numbers 1, 3, 28); and (e) Production of monoclonal and
preparation of heterologous antibodies against the von
Willebrand Factor (numbers 15, 17).

Family life, Personality

Israel was a devoted husband and father. In the diffi-
cult field work performed in the interior of Rio Grande do
Sul for his Doctoral Thesis, searching for demographic and
genealogical hemophilia information, he had to travel
along muddy roads. But before reaching back home he
would stop for shining his shoes and buying a flower bou-
quet for his wife, Paulina! He also took very seriously his
role as father and grandfather with Mauro, Paulo, Claudio
and four grandchildren, and was very affectionate to the
other members of his family, which included his brother
Samuel, a medical doctor who prematurely died in 2011;
his sister Lea, who emigrated to Israel to do Sionist work;
and Ari, Professor at the Geology Institute of UFRGS. In
the weekends he loved to prepare the Gaticho style barbe-
cue (churrasco) for the family meetings.

He also had good manual skills, and used this in a
workshop at his home where he even manufactured a com-
plicated machine which helped him in the laboratory coag-
ulation tests. He was very proud of his Jewish heritage, and
although he abhorred violence, he took part in patroling
groups searching for anti-semitic profane violators of Jew-
ish buildings and cemeteries in the still of the night.

Israel had also a strong devotion for science and was
orthodox in relation to these matters. For instance, when
certain politicians started talking about citizenship science
he would strongly disagree “Science is science, no need for
adjectives” he once said to me.
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Table 1 - Main events related to the life of Israel Roisenberg.

Year Event

1934 Born in Porto Alegre, RS on July 31, the son of Leon (a
commercial representative) and Sarah Roisenberg.

1961 Graduated in Biological Sciences at the Federal Univer-
sity of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS).

1968 Ph.D. in Genetics and Molecular Biology, also at
UFRGS.

1968 One-year post-doctorate stay at the University of Ha-
waii, USA, under the mentorship of Newton E. Morton.

1969 Return to Brazil and admission at the Santa Casa School
of Medicine, Sao Paulo, SP.

1971 Admittance at the Genetics Department, Biosciences In-
stitute, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Porto
Alegre, RS, as Associate Professor.

1974/76 President, Brazilian Society of Genetics.

1975/79 Member of the Council, Brazilian Society for the Ad-
vancement of Science (SBPC).

1976/92 Coordinator, Post-Graduate Program in Genetics and Mo-
lecular Biology, UFRGS in three mandates.

1977 Post-Doctorate stay at the Scripps Clinic and Research
Foundation, La Jolla, CA, USA and Farmington Univer-
sity, New Mexico, USA.

1985 Approved as Full Professor at UFRGS.

1985/89, Member of the Advising Committee, National Council for

2000/01 Research and Development (CNPq), Brazil.

1989 Post-Doctorate stay at the University of Wales, Cardiff.

1991/96 President, Post-Graduate Special Chamber, UFRGS.

1998/01 Member, Advisory Committee, Rio Grande do Sul State
Foundation for the Development of Science (FAPERGS).

2006 Elected to the Brazilian Academy of Sciences.

2006 Suffered an extensive cerebral hemorrhagic accident
which led to a state of coma.

2013 Died on November 5.

He had a very pleasant personality, with a gentle
sense of humor, was very dedicated to undergraduate and
graduate teaching, had a cordial relationship with collea-
gues, laboratory and administrative personnel, and was
kind enough to coordinate a paper honoring me in 1996 (no.
18, Selected List of Publications). Israel will certainly be
sorely missed.
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