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Paracoccidioidomycosis and cancer
Paracoccidioidomicose e câncer

To the Editor:

I read the recent publication on 
paracoccidioidomycosis and cancer with great 
interest.(1) Rodrigues et al. concluded that a 
diagnosis of paracoccidiodomycosis increases 
the risk for lung cancer.(1) Indeed, there have 
been some previous reports on this issue. It is 
accepted that paracoccidioidomycosis can be an 
important overlapping infection in patients with 
cancer.(2) However, I have some comments on the 
article by Rodrigues et al. First, the report should 
not have drawn any conclusions regarding the 
“risk”, because it was not an analytical study 
and did not have a case-control format. Second, 
a retrospective chart review implies a high 
possibility of underdiagnosis.
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