Editorial

Materials Research - Ibero-american Journal of Materials
Judicious, fair and educative!

In the previous Editorial we showed that the time for
analysis and publication of articles in Mat. Res. varies from
two up to twelve months. In the current Editorial we focus on
the evolution of the number of papers published from the very
first days of this periodical until 2007. Figure 1 shows that
the number of published papers have continuously increased
up to 2002, and reached a plateau fluctuating somewhat at
about 80 papers per year. The cumulative approval/submis-
sion ratio is about 0.55 (631 published papers from a total of
1148 submitted papers).

100
90 f :

.
e
k

o
\

> |

\

[«
T~

No. published papers
[SS I Y, I e N |
S S

)
o S
B

0 T T T T T
1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008

Year

Figure 1. Number of published papers per year in Mat. Res.

Atpresent Materials Research is classified in the QUALIS-
Capes (Brazil) by its several committees as shown below:

Level Committee
A National Engineering IV
A National Pharmacy
A National Geosciences
A National Medicine II
A National Multidisciplinary
A National Chemistry
A International Engineering II
B International Engineering [
B International Engineering III
C International Physics / mathematics

We would like to seize this opportunity and point out
that the very important role of the anonymous assessors in
the process of evaluation of scientific papers has frequently
been overlooked. One could affirm, paraphrasing Churchill,
that the anonymous evaluation by pairs is the worst form of
scientific evaluation, except for all others that already had been
tried... In fact, The American Physical Society (APS) recently
created the “Outstanding Referee” program. This is a prize,
a lifetime honorific heading, which will be attributed annually
to the anonymous referees of the APS periodicals that are con-
sidered outstanding for the quality, number and timing of their
reviews. Therefore, we would like to consult the members of
the editorial board, and our numerous authors and reviewers
if we should follow a similar line of thought.
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This table shows that most committees view Materials
Research as an excellent (A) or good (B) periodical!

Materials Research is indexed in the Chemical Ab-
stracts, World Ceramic Abstracts, International Pool of Glass
Abstracts, Scielo, and in the powerful electronic database
SCOPUS (http://www.scopus.com/scopus/home.url), which
allows one to search articles by title, keyword, author name,
etc., and also shows article citations. Indexation by the ISI is
underway.





