http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0100-39842013000300001

EDITORIAL

Radiologia Brasileira: good news for Brazilian researchers

Radiologia Brasileira: boas noticias para os pesquisadores nacionais

Edson Marchiori

(Chief-Editor of RB)

The indexation of Radiologia Brasileira (RB) at interna-
tionally recognized databases is a priority for the members of
Colégio Brasileiro de Radiologia e Diagnéstico por Imagem board
of directors. This has also been the objective of practically all the
most important Brazilian and international medical journals®.
Radiologia Brasileira has benefited from two recent events,
namely, its indexation at the Scimago database, and the adoption
by Capes of such a database as a journal evaluation criterion.

The recent changes implemented in the Capes’ system of post-
graduate programmes assessment have brought to the Brazilian
scene what is already a reality in the international scientific envi-
ronment: the increasing role of Scopus/Scimago, a database cre-
ated by Elsevier which is comparable to the most traditional and,
until recently, the unique and widely used Thomson Reuters ISI-
Web of Science database™™. The Scimago database has gained
recognition for covering a greater number of scientific publications,
including all those journals indexed at ISI-\Web. It covers about more
than twice the number of journals included in the ISI-\Web com-
ing from a three times greater number of countries. A range of studies
comparing both databases have not clearly demonstrated which
is the best, considering that each of these databases presents
advantages and disadvantages®™. It is important to highlight that
both databases belong to business enterprises, and that ISI\Web
operates on a paid-access basis, and Scimago, on a free-access basis.

The journals are basically classified on the basis of their im-
pact factor (IF = Thomson Reuter impact factor, calculated by ISI-
Web) or of the equivalent factor calculated by Scimago, the Cites
per Doc (C/D). Both factors present similar calculation formulas:
they are calculated from the number of citations, over a determined
year, of articles published by the journal in the two previous years,
ie, the impact is directly proportional to the number of citations
received by the journal. By means of the Webqualis system, Capes
classifies the journals as follows: Al — IF or C/D = 4; A2 - IF or C/D
between 2.8 and 4; B1 — IF or C/D between 1.6 and 2.8; B2 - IF or
C/D between 0.8 and 2.6; B3 = IF or C/D between 0.2 and 0.8; B4
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—IFor /D < 0.2 or no impact at PubMed, SciELO, ISI, Scimago; BS
- Lilacs database®®.

With the RB indexation at Scimago, the journal started to get
higher scores, being classified according to its impact, indepen-
dently of its indexation at PubMed or at ISI-Web. From the previ-
ous grade B4, RB was already classified as B3 in 2012. The only
way to continue improving our ranking is receiving the maximum
possible number of citations. It should be highlighted that only
citations made over the two previous years are of interest for the
purposes of such a classification.

The researchers in the field of Radiology, with special em-
phasis on those participating in stricto sensu postgraduate
programmes evaluated by Capes, shall be benefited from these
changes, not only in the evaluation of the programmes they be-
long to as well as in their own personal evaluation in case of
application for research scholarships in funding & support agen-
cies. On the other hand, the whole professional community can
give their contribution to the advancement of this process: the only
way to continue improving the RB ranking and impact is that all
the colleagues feel encouraged to increasingly cite the journal on
their scientific papers published in other indexed journals. In this
way, the journal will be internationally accepted on a solid and
consistent basis by the scientific community.
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