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Editors

With the disclosure of the Journal Citations
Reports 2010 last June, we received several questions on
the situation of the Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy
(BJP). Through them, we realize that for many of our
readers and authors there are still doubts about the
non-disclosure of the impact factor of our journal and
its consequences. About this, it is important to clarify
that:

1. The RBFAR did not lose any indexing and
remains present in the following databases: Chemical
Abstracts, International Pharmaceutical Abstracts,
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Abstracts, Natural
Products Alert, Natural Products Updates, CABI,
LILACS, SCOPUS, SciELO, EMBASE, Compendex,
GEOBASE, EMBiology, FLUIDEX, World Textiles
and Elsevier BIOBASE, Biological Abstracts, Index
Copernicus, Science Citation Index Expanded
(SciSearch®), Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition,
ISI and SIIC Data Bases.

2. By 2013, Thomson Reuters will monitor and
track the RBFAR scientometric data in order to verify
if the "problem of self-citations" has been resolved.
During this period, RBFAR will not have its impact
factor published in JCR. However, we can guarantee
that we are treading the right path to achieve the
legitimate IF of BJP by 2013. This can be checked by
analyzing the 2010 data published by SCImago/Scopus
(http://br4.in/8bGmd), illustrated by the graphs in
Figure 1 below.
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Evolution of the total number of citations and journal's self-citations received by a journal's
published documents during the three previous years.

Quando da divulgacdo do Journal Citations
Reports 2010 em junho passado, recebemos diversas
manifestagées a respeito da situagdo da Revista
Brasileira de Farmacognosia (RBFAR). Através delas,
percebemos que para muitos dos nossos leitores
e autores ainda pairam duvidas a respeito da ndo
divulgacdo do fator de impacto da nossa revista e suas
consequéncias. Sobre isto, é importante esclarecer que:

1. A RBFAR ndo perdeu nenhuma indexagdo e
continua presente nas seguintes bases de dados: Chemical
Abstracts, International Pharmaceutical Abstracts,
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Abstracts, Natural
Products Alert, Natural Products Updates, CABI, LILACS,
SCOPUS, SciELO, EMBASE, Compendex, GEOBASE,
EMBiology, FLUIDEX, World Textiles e Elsevier
BIOBASE, Biological Abstracts, Index Copernicus,
Science Citation Index Expanded (SciSearch®), Journal
Citation Reports/Science Edition, ISI e SIIC Data Bases.

2. Até 2013, a Thomson Reuters irda monitorar
e acompanhar os dados cientométricos da RBFAR, de
modo a verificar se o "problema das auto-cita¢des" foi
resolvido. Neste periodo, a RBFAR ndo tera o seu fator
de impacto divulgado no JCR. No entanto, podemos
garantir que estamos trilhando o caminho certo para
obter o FI legitimo da RBFAR a partir de 2013. Isso
pode ser verificado, desde jd, pela andlise dos dados
de 2010 publicados pelo SCImago/Scopus (http://
br4.in/8bGmd), ilustrado pelos graficos da Figura 1
abaixo.
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Evolution of the number of total cites per document and external cites per document (i.e.
journal self-citations removed) received by a journal's published documents during the three
previous years.

Figure 1. Bibliometric data of the Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy pointing the decrease of self-citations and the evolution of

citations per document (available at: http://br4.in/8bGmd).

Figura 1. Dados bibliométricos da Revista Brasileira de Farmacognosia apontando o decréscimo das autocitagdes e a evolucio
das citacdes por documento (disponiveis em: http://br4.in/8bGmd).



It may be noted that self-citations decreased
significantly, and there was also a positive trend in the
number of foreign citations. Through these graphs and
other data available in SCImago, we can estimate that
the impact factor of BJP today would be around 0.64.

Another analysis that we must highlight here
are the statistics of BJP in 2011. Since January 1, 2011
until the release of this issue, we have received exactly
301 submissions, of which 144 were sent to reviewers,
70 are under review and only 22 were accepted. This
leads to an acceptance percentage of only 15% of
articles submitted, with an average time of 40 days
between submission and acceptance. When we took
over the journal in June 2009, the manuscripts were
received and evaluated through the post and there had
been accepted articles awaiting publication for two
years. Immediately, we provided the online system
offered by SciELO to give flexibility and security to
the submissions, and only this year, we were able to
update the publications.

We still have a long way towards excellence,
as to what we understand as the Quality Standard of
a scientific journal, and the entire editorial board is
working hard on this purpose. One of the innovations
of this new editorship is the advance disclosure of
articles that are accepted and edited in the Epub (ahead
of print) of SciELO, increasing the exposure time
and the possibility of articles being cited and indexed
in international databases while awaiting the final
publication.

It is noteworthy also that the Editorial Board
is currently composed of nine enthusiastic lecturers
who are engaged in the selection of manuscripts to be
published in BJP. We enhance and discuss constantly
the criteria for acceptance and immediate rejection,
and with the same consistency we are expanding the
list of registered reviewers, including gradually more
renowned foreign researchers, which have contributed
greatly to the internationalization of published works.

Certainly this approach will contribute to
the quality of work submitted to the journal, and
consequently to the research projects linked to the
Graduate Programs in the area of Pharmacy and the like,
which will also receive benefits from the qualification
of the journal.

Pode-se observar que as autocitagoes
diminuiram expressivamente, como também houve
uma evolu¢do positiva do numero de citagoes
externas. Através destes grdficos e outros dados
disponiveis no SCImago, pode-se estimar que o Fator
de Impacto da RBFAR hoje seria em torno de 0,64.

Outra andlise que podemos destacar aqui, sdo as
estatisticas da RBFAR em 2011. Desde 1°de janeiro de 2011
até o lancamento deste numero, recebemos exatamente
301 submissoes, das quais 144 foram encaminhadas a
revisores, 70 estdo sendo avaliadas, e apenas 22 foram
aceitas. Isso nos leva a uma porcentagem de aceitagdo
de apenas 15% dos artigos submetidos, com um tempo
médio entre a submissdo e o aceite de 40 dias. Quando
assumimos a revista, em junho 2009, os manuscritos
eram recebidos e avaliados via postal e artigos aceitos
aguardando a sua publica¢do ha 2 anos. Imediatamente
implantamos o sistema online oferecido pelo SciELO
para dar agilidade e seguranca as submissoes e, somente
este ano, conseguimos colocar em dia as publicagoes.

Ainda temos um longo caminho rumo a
exceléncia, ao que entendemos como Padrdo de
Qualidade de um periodico cientifico, e todo o corpo
editorial esta trabalhando firmemente neste proposito.
Uma das inovagées desta nova Editoria é a divulgagdo
prévia dos artigos que sdo aceitos e editados no
Epub (ahead of print) do SciElo, aumentando o
tempo de exposicdo e a possibilidade dos artigos
serem citados e indexados em bases internacionais
enquanto  aguardam  a  publicagdo  definitiva.

Vale ressaltar também que o Corpo Editorial estd
constituido atualmente por nove professores, dinamicos,
e que se empenham na selecdo dos manuscritos
que serdo publicados na RBFAR. Aprimoramos e
discutimos constantemente os criterios de aceitagcdo e de
rejeicdo imediata, e com a mesma constancia estamos
ampliando a lista de revisores cadastrados, incluindo
paulatinamente  mais  pesquisadores  estrangeiros
renomados, os quais tém contribuido fortemente para
a internacionalizagdo dos trabalhos  publicados.

Certamente esta conduta ird contribuir para
a qualidade dos trabalhos submetidos a Revista,
e consequentemente para os projetos de pesquisa
vinculados aos Programas de Pos-graduagdo na drea da
Farmacia e afins, que também serdo beneficiados com a
qualificagdo da revista.



