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ABSTRACT
Obijective: to identify productions that approach nursing high education in member states of MERCOSUR. Method: bibliometric
study with quantitative approach carried out in search mechanisms, such as BVS, Capes, SciELO, Scopus and PubMed, between
2006 and 2015. It was found 301 articles about nursing education in MERCOSUR. Results: point to concern for the nurse’s
education for public health policies, for teacher’s education and the teaching-learning process. However, publications regarding
technologies associated with distance education on health field are low. Conclusion: this study contributes with discussion in
nursing education field when points to the themes regarding the production about nurses” education in MERCOSUR, specially,
the range of targets set up in the Educational MERCOSUR agreement.
Descriptors: Nursing; MERCOSUR; Nursing Education; Higher Education; Bibliometrics.

RESUMO

Obijetivo: identificar as producdes que abordam a formacdo superior em enfermagem nos paises integrantes do MERCOSUL.
Método: estudo bibliométrico com abordagem quantitativa realizado nos mecanismos de busca BVS, Portal de Periédicos
da Capes, SciELO, Scopus e PubMed, no periodo de 2006 a 2015. Foram encontrados 301 artigos acerca da formagao em
Enfermagem no MERCOSUL. Resultados: apontam para a preocupagao com a formacao do enfermeiro para as politicas de
salide publica, para a formacdo docente e o processo ensino aprendizagem, porém sdo timidas as publicagées em relacdo as
tecnologias associadas a educacgao a distancia na drea da saude. Conclusao: este estudo contribui com a discussdo no campo
da educagdao em enfermagem, ao apontar os temas sobre a producdo acerca formacdo do profissional de enfermagem no
MERCOSUL em especial, do alcance das metas estabelecidas no acordo MERCOSUL Educativo.

Descritores: Enfermagem; MERCOSUL; Educagao em Enfermagem; Educacao Superior; Bibliometria.

RESUMEN

Obijetivo: identificar las producciones que abordan la formacion superior en enfermeria en los paises integrantes del MERCOSUR.
Método: estudio bibliométrico con abordaje cuantitativo realizado en los mecanismos de bisqueda BVS, Portal de Periédicos de
la Capes, SciELO, Scopus y PubMed, en el periodo de 2006 a 2015. Fueron encontrados 301 articulos acerca de la formacion en
Enfermeria en el MERCOSUR. Resultados: apuntan a la preocupacion por la formacién del enfermero para las politicas de salud
publica, para la formacién docente y el proceso de ensenanza aprendizaje, pero son timidas las publicaciones en relacion a las
tecnologias asociadas a la educacién a distancia en el drea de la salud. Conclusion: este estudio contribuye con la discusion en
el campo de la educacion en enfermeria, al apuntar los temas sobre la produccién acerca de la formacion del profesional de
enfermeria en el MERCOSUR en especial, del alcance de las metas establecidas en el acuerdo MERCOSUR Educativo.
Descriptores: Enfermeria; MERCOSUR; Educacién en Enfermeria; Educacion Universitaria; Bibliometria.
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INTRODUCTION

The Treaty of Asuncion in 1991 stablished the Common Market
of South (MERCOSUR) aiming to consolidate political, economic
and social integration among its members, strengthen the links
between citizens of the bloc and help improve their quality of life”.
Among the proposed actions to enhance the links among MERCO-
SUR members states, is the free movement of people, promoting
integration, dissemination and exchange of culture and knowledge.

In 1991, the Education Sector of MERCOSUR (SEM)', was
created by the Common Market Council, through Decision 07/91
to the MERCOSUR Meeting of Education Ministers (RME), which
consist of entity in charge of coordinate the educational local
policies. The sector plays an important role in this process
of integration and mobility, what help the integration in the
members of MERCOSUR®. In health field, the political and
economic integration influence in education and qualifica-
tion of professionals, such as nurses, that requires curriculum
equalization and professional regulation.

In 2001, the Common Market Council (CMC), through de-
cision 15/01, approved the “Organizational Structure of the
MERCOSUR Education Sector”, thus creating the Regional
Coordination Committee, the Area Coordinating Regional Com-
missions (Basic, Technical and Superior) and the Information
and Communication System Management Committee. In 2005,
the Advisory Committee for MERCOSUR'’s Educational Fund
was created. The Network of National Accreditation Agencies
and the Regional Commission for the Coordination of Teacher
Training was created in 2006 and 2011, respectively. There are
other agencies besides these, temporary and permanent, that
manage specific actions".

The mission of MERCOSUR Education Sector is:

To set up a common education space, through the coordina-
tion of policies articulating education and the MERCOSUR
integration process, by promoting the mobility, exchange and
building of regional identity and citizenship, with the aim
of achieving quality education for all, with special emphasis
on the vulnerable sectors within a development process that
fosters social justice and respect for the cultural diversity of
peoples in the region.

So, the investigation becomes required and relevant, aiming
to identify gaps in the literature and can promote discussions
about the process of nursing education. It improves the creation
of new knowledge for the field and subsides public policies
of education and health, considered under the MERCOSUR.

In view of these considerations, the question of the research
is: What has been produced regarding the nursing education in
members states of MERCOSUR for the last 10 years?

OBJECTIVE

To identify productions about nursing professional educa-
tion in member states of MERCOSUR and the main themes
approached.
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METHOD

Bibliometric study with quantitative approach, carried out
through a literature review. For Figueiredo®, bibliometrics is as
a “statistical analysis of the processes of written communication,
quantitative treatment (mathematical and statistical) of proper-
ties and behavior of registered information”. It is, therefore, the
use of mathematical and statistical techniques to analyze, in an
objective way, the scientific production.

For Aratjo®, bibliometrics has as main milestones of its
development: “Lotka’s method to measure the productivity
of scientists (1926), Bradford’s law of scattering of scientific
knowledge (1934) and Zipf’s law of distribution and frequency
of words in a text (1949)”. These are three classic laws of
bibliometrics. By Lotka’s law, has the productivity of authors;
by Bradford’s law, the journals productivity; by Zipf’s law, the
frequency of keywords.

It was held a gather of scientific production about the theme
of the study in MERCOSUR’s member states (Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela) and associated members
(Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Guyana and Suriname),
available at search mechanism, such as BVS, Capes, SciELO,
Scopus and PubMed. Data were collected between February
and March of 2016.

The strategies of search were different for each of the basis,
meeting its features. The terms were based on the dictionary
of keywords of DeCS (Health Science Descriptors), applying
Boolean operators. The inclusion criteria were: full articles,
original research, reflection, experience statement and review;
in Portuguese, English and Spanish, published between 2006
and 2015. The exclusion criteria were: texts that did not ap-
proached the scope of this bibliometrics, texts in duplicity and
studies not fully available for analysis.

The search of article for the primary research was in Febru-
ary and March of 2016 in the search mechanism BVS, SciELO,
PubMed, Capes and Scopus, through the following keywords:
formacao OR graduacdo OR “nivel superior” OR undergradu-
ate OR graduacién OR degree OR formacion OR curricul* OR
curriculum) AND (enfermagem OR enfermeria OR nursing)
AND (Mercosul OR mercosur OR “Mercado Comum do Sul”
OR “Mercado Comutn del Sur” OR “Common Market of the
South” OR Brasil OR Brazil OR Argentina OR Paraguai OR
Paraguay OR Uruguai OR Uruguay OR Equador OR Ecuador
OR Chile OR Peru OR Colombia OR Venezuela OR Bolivia
OR Suriname OR Guiana.

Is this first search were found 431 articles. After the reading,
were excluded 130 articles in duplicity. The data corpus consisted
of 301 articles. The references of the articles were transferred to
the bibliographic manager EndNote Web and arranged in fold-
ers by data base. All documents were saved in folders as PDF
(Portable Document Format). During the searches, the VPN
(Virtual Private Network) of the Universidade Federal de Santa
Catarina (UFSC) was used to reach a higher number of articles.

After the second reading, the data, extract just from the ab-
stracts, were arranged in spreadsheet of Microsoft Excel, consisting

1 For further information access http:/www.edu.mercosur.int/pt-BR/
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of the following information: article title,
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of and research objective.

Data analysis was carried out in a de-
scriptive way (absolute and relative fre-
quency) for the variables of bibliometric
indicators. Later, 24 themes/categories
were extracted from the reading of the
articles’” abstracts: Nursing Education,
Curriculum Guidelines, Teacher Educa-
tion, Expansion of Higher Education, Cur-
riculum, Teaching-learning Process, Polit-
ical-pedagogic Project, Nursing Teacher,
Pedagogic Strategies, Learning Evalua-
tion, Public Health Education, Gradu-
ate Program, Undergraduate Students,
Quiality/Evaluation of Higher Education,
Job Market, History of Undergraduate, Distance Education,
Profile of Undergraduates, Health Human Resources, Techni-
cal Education, Higher Education, Teaching-service Integration,
Educational Costs, MERCOSUR. After reading the material
again, these themes were rearranged in themes according
with was proposed by Edital 24/2010 — Pré-ensino a Sadde/
CAPES (CAPES, 2011/2016): Health Teaching Management
and Evaluation; On-site and Distance Technologies in Health
Teaching; Curriculum and the Teaching-learning Process in
the Graduation and Post-graduation; Teacher Education and
Development in Health; Integration between University and
Health Services; Integration Policies between Health, Educa-
tion, Science and Technology; Undergraduates profile.
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Figure 2 — Distribution of publications about Nursing Education in MERCOSUR,
according to the themes, 2006-2016

RESULTS

The 301 articles that compose the corpus of this study are
ordered as the data base: 88 articles from BVS, 23 from Capes,
56 from SciELO, 87 from PubMed and 47 from Scopus. Ac-
cording to the article’s year of publication, there was a gradual
increasing, an average of 6.2 per year and a relevant amount in
2010 and 2011, with a simple average of 8.7, corresponding to
14.45% of the total publications identified. (Figure 1)

Among the countries of origin of the publications, Brazil
points out with 84.72%, followed by Chile with 5.98% and
Colombia with 4.98%. There is a small number of publications
(4.32%) in the others Latin American countries.

The 301 articles were published in 53 journals. Of these jour-
nals, nine stand out with the greatest number: the Revista Brasileira
de Enfermagem (20.93%), the Revista da Escola de Enfermagem
da USP (10.63%), the Revista Latino-americana de Enfermagem
(10.30%), the Revista de Enfermagem da UER] (7.97 %), the Revista
Gaticha de Enfermagem (6.98%) and the Revista Texto e Contexto
da UFSC (6.64%), all published in Brazil; as well as, the Revista
Ciencia y Enfermeria, from Chile (3.99%), the Revista da Escola de
Enfermagem Anna Nery, from Brazil, e the Revista Investigacion
y Educacién en Enfermeria, from Colombia (3.32%).

Regarding the sort of research, there was a higher number
of qualitative studies, 79.07% of the articles and quantitative
studies, 16.94%.

Regarding theoretical reference, 276 out of the 301 selected
articles, did not specified it in the abstracts (91.69%). Four articles
cite the reference of Phenomenology of Merleaut-Ponty (1.33%), fol-
lowed by Martin Heidegger and Edgar Morin, cited in three articles
(1% each) and the Problematizing Pedagogy and the Dialectical
Materialist Methodologies, cited in two articles (0.66% each).

With respect to the themes, the 301 articles were sorted by
and arranged in according to the Figure 2.
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Each of the themes consist of the assortment of relevant topics:

1. Health Teaching Management and Evaluation: this theme
gathers studies about management, quality and evaluation of
higher education, as well as history of higher education. In
this item were gathered 33 articles: 14 about Higher Education
Expansion (42.42%); 13 about Higher Education (39.39%); 5
about Higher Education Quality and Evaluation (15.15%); and
1 about Educational Costs (3.03%).

2. Ons-site and Distance Technologies in Health Teaching:
it gathers studies about methodological technologies used in
higher education, including distance teaching. Were found 6
articles with this theme (1.99%).

3. Curriculum and the Teaching-learning Process in the
Graduation and Post-graduation: it groups studies about the
curriculum of graduation and post-graduation courses, as
well as about teaching-learning process and development of
knowledge of the research groups. In this theme there high
scientific production, totaling up 140 published articles: 37
about Teaching-learning Process (26,.43%); 29 about Pedagogic
Strategies (20.71%); 23 about Post-graduation (16.43%); 20
about Curriculum (14.29%); 15 about Curriculum Guidelines
(10.71%); 9 about Learning Evaluation (6.43%); and 7 about
Political-pedagogic Project (5%).

4. Teacher Education and Development in Health: aim to
identify how is the teacher education and the nursing teacher.
In this category were found 14 published articles about Teacher
Education (51.81%) and 13 about Nursing Teacher (profile)
(48.15%).

5. Integration between University and Health Services: stud-
ies that approaches the service-teaching integration, as well as
about Human Resources Education and job market. Were found
19 articles: 10 about Job Market (52.63%); 5 about Human
Resources Education (26.32%); 3 about Service-Health Integra-
tion (15.79%); and 1 about MERCOSUR (5.26%).

6. Integration Policies between Health, Education, Science
and Technology: studies about policies and its influence on the
education processes. This theme consists of: 30 articles about
Nursing Education (60%); 18 about Education for Public Health
(36%); and about 2 Technical Education (4%).

7. Undergraduates profile: it groups studies that approach
different issues regarding undergraduates students, totaling up
26 articles: 21 about Undergraduate Students (opinions, expec-
tations and perceptions)(80.77%); and 5 about Undergraduates
profile (19.23%).

This description of results permits to recognize the emphasis
given to the curriculum, besides other themes and only 2% of
the total publications searched according to the theme related
to technologies in education. It explains the need for research
improvement in this theme.

Nursing higher education in MERCOSUR: a bibliometric study
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DISCUSSION

The development of knowledge about the theme of nursing
professional education in MERCOSUR confirms the same trend
of production in nursing research in general. The larger Brazil-
ian production (and publication) was also identified in other
studies, being pointed out as resulting from the greater Brazilian
tradition in Education of Nursing Masters and Doctors. That is
because it is recognized the importance of such education for
development of research in the area®”.

In turn, the greatest number of researches, with qualitative
approach in nursing education researches, are in contrast to the
hegemonic model in health practices and clinical researches.
The health sector is characterized by the positivist and logical
approach, in which its methods require proof, quantification,
rational and objective criteria. It is guided by a Cartesian-New-
tonian view, in which all genuine knowledge is based on expe-
rience/observation and reason®. In contrast, the interpretivist
or comprehensive perspective support the subjectivity and
sensitivity in developing knowledge. The philosophical move-
ment that supports this paradigm understand the reality and the
phenomena of multiple way and with holistic view, contextual-
ized and without subject-object separation. Perhaps the nature
of the phenomenon, education, based on its education in the
social sciences, determines this dominance®.

With regard to the themes, the Management and Evaluation
in Health Education featured 5 articles, 2 from Brazil and 3 from
Chile and Colombia. The assessment of higher education insti-
tutions in Brazil, still is a growing field and is a process whose
started in the 1970’s, especially regarding postgraduate and
research system. However, it was in the 1990’s — so much more
recent — the global assessment process of the institutions!'?.

In Brazil, in 2004, was created by Law No. 10,861 of April
14, 2004, the National Evaluation System of Higher Education
(SINAES), consisting of three main components: evaluation of
institutions, courses and students’ achievement. This system
present a set of evaluation, including the National Assessment
of Student Achievement (ENADE) and the assessment of un-
dergraduate courses, of which objectives were to improve the
teaching quality in the institutions.

The theme On-site and Distance Technologies in Health Edu-
cation presented the smaller number of studies, what may be
explained due the theme topicality. It shows a need for detailed
discussions, considering the last years’ increase in development of
researches, publications and discussions about distance education
in others areas. In this way, it is realized the theme approach has
been very modest in MERCOSUR, so as in Brazilian Nursing, as
notice Rojo et al™. In comparison with has been produced abroad
in European countries and the United States of America, the MER-
COSUR and Brazilian production is still distinct. Fleury!'® notice
that, while the developing countries emphasizes the quantitative
expansion of education based on technologies, countries such
as United Kingdom and the United States of America - as well
as some other European countries - has already devoted more
energy into qualitative evaluation of innovations.

Although there is legal support, in Brazil, regarding this
modality, still exists resistance to this type of higher education,
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especially in health field. It is due to deep concern about techni-
cal education (skills) and pedagogical quality education of this
modality. The use of Information and Communication Technolo-
gies (ICT) are also modest and scarce in the on-site education.

Some examples of actions that can improve the students’ skills
and competences desired are: encouragement for studying before
classes; emphasis on web sites; learning to encourage the use
of platforms; students’ autonomy during the teaching-learning
process; teaching based on problem solutions and innovative
methodologies!'.

With regards to publications related to the theme Graduation
and Post-Graduation Teaching-learning Process, there is some
vulnerability in learning evaluation. The topic of student’s evalu-
ation is considered a critical issue for the teachers.

The assessment of learning is included in a broad and com-
plex context that involves many instances (micro and macro)
and have distinct responsible elements, which determines how
the student is evaluate?. In addition to that is the opportunity
of learning trough dialogical and changing methodologies that
allows the student to develop skills, competences and attitudes
to become a critical and reflexive professional. there is a need
to understand the evaluation must to be a process to be devel-
oped during the learning, for monitoring the teaching-learning
process and not just be qualifying and/or discriminatory. This
type of analysis and production is essential for pedagogical
development in lines of Nursing Education action.

Including this line of action, other topic that highlights, for
small number of publications (5%), is about the Pedagogical
Project of Course (PPC). The PPC is the main political and
technical instrument and should be set up collectively in the
institution. It must be political, because it determines the choices
of the academic in its education; and must be pedagogical, be-
cause it determines the methodological actions that will make
the student to achieve the desired learning. It is expected the
education of a professional, citizen capable of thinking and
reflecting about the world"®. The PPC of a course is the mains
reference point to create the identity of professional. It is the
basis for the development of future critical citizens and of ethical
and skilled professionals”. It is an important fact, as the topics
about Teaching-learning Process and Pedagogical Strategies
fulfil 47.14% of the publications in this line. It may indicate our
concern about the implementation of teaching, but our disre-
gard of philosophical-pedagogical foundations that maintain it.
International studies focus on relationship between student and
educators, what strengthen the philosophical analysis.

On of the challenges for the higher education schools is to
develop professionals geared to health public policies, and that
are competent, critical and reflexive. In Brazil, this challenge is
together with changes in higher education as the National Education
Guidelines and Framework Law (LDB) in 1996 - Law No. 9.394/96,
which set out the guidelines and national education bases and the
National Curriculum Guidelines (DCN) for the Nursing Graduation
Education in 20019, From this two legal boundaries (LDB and
DCN), the education model started to present changes, always fol-
lowing the current political-economic-social model in the country.

Over the 30 years - that includes the VII National Health
Conference, in 1986, the Federal Constitution of 1988 and the
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Law 8080 of 1990 -, the Higher Education Institutions (HEI)
has been adapting to this new proposal of education. It is,
to train nurses with a humanistic, critical and reflexive view,
committed to and capable of acting with social responsibility
in health promotion"?. This student’s education - based on the
knowledge development and the pragmatic changes and reality
transformation - consists of a great challenge, which is to train
professional with competence, technique and policy®.

In regard to Teacher Education and and Development in Health,
there is still early concern about the teacher education (9% of
publications). However, the education of teachers in health field
is a theme little discussed. The early education of the nurse
does not prepare for teaching, but for professional practice. The
nurse plays a role of teacher without having specific education
to develop required pedagogical competences. The theme has
bringing discussions up in academic community and recent stud-
ies has shown its importance for setting up an education system
in nursing consistent with pedagogical quality requirements®'-23,

The teachers nurses become teacher, usually, in consequence
of their professional activities and also to supplement salary,
to obtain new opportunities of work and to keep studying. The
professional nurse often plays a role of teacher without having
the required pedagogical education for that. However, to be a
teacher requires more than to be a good professional. To be
a teacher, is necessary to have specific competences that are
beyond the skills required to be a good nurse®?+2>,

Postgraduate education stricto sensu develops qualified teach-
ers and fosters scientific researches, aiming to qualify professional
teachers for teaching and assistance professionals directed for
the job market®?®.

The Integration between University and Health Services is
a theme of increasing importance in the training of health pro-
fessionals. In Brazil, this articulation became the major player
from The National Curriculum Guidelines (DCN) that points
to the nurse education in accordance with the health national
policies - the Unified Health System (SUS). That is because, so
that the nurse contributes to an effective application of prin-
ciples that guides the SUS, he needs to know, understand and
include such principles in their daily practice, regardless their
field of practice and in different complexity levels of health®?,
In addition, the relation between the teaching processes and the
service delivery provides a unique education for the academics.
They begin to experience the challenges of SUS’s principles
embodiment in primary health care, promoting development
of human resources to act in system’s service network®”,

The theme is a concern in other countries that consider that
the alliance between an education institution and a service
institution - with the aim to carry out education processes -, is
a necessity to the nurses education and to the development of
theoretical-practical competences in health?®3%, These spaces
for practice and internship are full of real situations, before
extreme situations in which the nurse can develop their ethical-
professional commitment, making it possible to them to develop
critical analyses of rights and professional responsibilities®".

Thus, it is observed the studies show that, despite advances
in relation to Nursing education, the best way still is to approach
the academy with the workers, making them all participants
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and involved with the innovative experiences in the process
of teaching-learning and in health professionals education.
The importance to improve the health workers’ qualification
in technical-specialized and ethical-political dimensions, as
well as of communication and personal interrelation, for their
participation as full individuals in the world of work is the great
challenge for the Nursing to gain space.

Another point to highlight in this theme is the lack of publica-
tion regarding the set of MERCOSUR countries. It is believed that,
although cooperation agreements and all policies involving the
South American countries, they are still far from having education
programs and professional regulations in nursing leading studies
and practices common to the countries of the MERCOSUR. Edu-
cational articulation between the MERCOSUR countries and the
Pedagogic Political Projects of the Higher Education are potential
ways to advance regional integration and to provide qualification
of professions, regional citizenship and democracy®.

Regarding Integration Policies between Health, Education,
Science and Technology there was a significant number of
publications addressing the education geared to health policies.

In Brazil, it happens due to the fact the changes - starting with
the context of Brazilian Sanitary Reform (1988), reformulation of
the National Educational Guidelines and Framework Law (LDB)
(1996), debates and development of the National Curriculum
Guidelines (DCN) (2001) - led to a growing movement of re-
formulating and restructuring curriculum of higher education
courses in health and nursing. So, the Higher Education Institu-
tions (HEI) started concerning to know if the nurse education
was in accordance with the DCNs and the policies of SUS, as
well as with real situations, imposed by the population’s needs
and the health management.

Another concern of the IES was if the methodologies used was aim-
ing to develop professionals that were critical, reflexive, independent,
capable of learning to learn and of learning to be and of learning
to do. Overall, if the nursing teacher had the control of innovative
knowledge of pedagogical practices and continuous handling of the
teaching-learning process and the guidelines of SUS".

Although there is a substantial number of publication ad-
dressing this theme, it is a long road to pursuit to ensure the
education based on the principles of health policies and the
National Curriculum Guidelines.

In regard to the topic Undergraduates Profile (9%), there is
a small number of publication. Considering that there were
important changes in the nursing education, it would be desir-
able that more studies expressed the students, to promote the
co-responsabilization in the education. Some authors, by justify-
ing the theme and its study, states that, to know the perception
the students have about their education, is an input that helps
to identify strengths and weaknesses and, from there, to create
suggestions to improve the nursing professional education®?,

Studies has shown the students are not being passives any-
more. They are now empowered, individuals of their own learn-
ing, since the transformation of teaching-learning environment
in a space of criticism and creativity makes the teacher and the
student to deconstruct the perceptions of teaching and learning
to build new possibilities and assume new attitudes. And thus,
become critical, reflective and capable of promoting social and
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political changes in education and health. The student needs to
get out of the position of knowledge receiver to take the place
of protagonist of their own learning process®?.

Therefore, it is observed that the nursing production before
education for the MERCOSUR is an important element for
political growth and rise of the nursing professional in Brazil
and in the world. According to Cardenas-Becerril et al®*, profes-
sional education in nursing must respond in an efficient, full,
timely, assertive and humanistic way the demands for life care
and human being health care and recovery. So, it is necessary
to change the curriculum and teaching methodologies in order
to strengthen the skills that a nursing professional must have.

Study limitations

The classification of the articles in topic areas in this study did
not took into account the interfaces, given that each article was
rated on a single topic area, at the discretion of the researchers.

Contributions to Nursing

This study contributes with discussion in nursing education
field when points to the themes regarding the production about
nurses’ education in MERCOSUR has been based on.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

This bibliometrics has shown that, in the last ten years, the
studies have placed on the agenda the topic of professional
education in nursing in different approaches in the members
states of the MERCOSUR. However, there is some major issues
requiring greater attention of the professional category.

The theme of curriculum was the most investigated in dif-
ferent aspects, which denotes concern with the organization of
teaching and its offer by the IES. On the other hand, the topic
of on-site and distance technologies demonstrates the smallest
number of studies, while we live a boom of technological re-
sources applied to education. This points to an important lack
of knowledge, since it is necessary to establish the ICT, as well
as to qualify its use in Nursing education.

Another theme that brings attention is the nursing teacher educa-
tion, which continues as secondary in the set of studies developed.
The recognized need for development of pedagogical skills for
teaching requires the topic be an object of study. Especially, because
the curriculum of undergraduate courses in nursing, in general,
are directed to the education of the professional and not to the
teacher of nursing. It is highlighted the need for specific training
and permanent education throughout the academic career that
considers both the education of the researcher (as performed in
master’s and doctoral courses) and the teacher of nursing.

The teaching-service integration is a topic that, although it
is knows its importance in the education of new professionals,
so far has no significant participation in the studies of this topic
area. Although traditionally, the education of nurses is given
in close coordination with the fields of practice, there are few
studies on this object. At the moment we point to the importance
of critical-creative and reflective education in nursing, it is not
enough to think and be concerned about the education process
in the HEL. It is a main importance to build new ways of entering
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the students in the fields of practice, overcoming outdated
models of dressage. The context of professional practice need
to be part of formative process, in a questioning perspective,
for reconstruction of care and educational models.

In conclusion, the theme of Nursing Education in MERCOSUR
that take into account all the countries of it, were not identified
in this study (consider the inherent limitations to the cutouts
established). In this regard, we highlight the need for expansion

Nursing higher education in MERCOSUR: a bibliometric study
Winters JRF, Prado ML, Lazzari DD, Jardim VLT.

of the interinstitutional cooperation processes for the develop-
ment of studies in this area, through cooperative multicenter
studies, which contribute to the knowledge of the specifics of
nursing education in each member countries, to successful
experiences, to their strengths and needs. Studies of this type
are important contributions to the strengthening of the integra-
tion processes of the MERCOSUR and, specially, to achieve the
goals established in the Educational MERCOSUR agreement.
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