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Economic effi ciency and family income 
of small-scale fi sheries on the north 
coast of São Paulo State, Brazil.

JANICE PEIXER  & RICARDO MARONI NETO

Abstract: Small-scale fi sheries is an important factor in the generation of income, jobs 
and food security. Understanding the characteristics of small-scale fi sheries, and the 
volume of resources and food that they generate can help society recognize their value, 
lead to the establishment of public policies to improve working conditions and adapt 
the management of exploited resources for long-term conservation. The objective of 
this study was to estimate income, production capacity and importance of small-scale 
fi sheries for fi sher families of the municipality of Caraguatatuba, São Paulo, Brazil. 
Fishers were interviewed from May 2012 to June 2013 and categorized according to vessel 
size and the number of people on the boat and helpers. Monthly income ranged from 
US$ 566.78 to US$ 1,466.87. The importance of fi shing to family income ranged from 
50.60% (employee) to 78.25% (entrepreneur). Fishers usually dedicate themselves to this 
activity for 8.47 to 13.22 hours daily, with daily fi sh production volume ranging from 42.72 
to 122.14 kg/day. Small-scale fi sheries involve, either directly or indirectly, about 1,170 
people in the municipality and provide a network of social protection due to their local 
and regional importance.

Key words: family income analysis, fishers, profitability small-scale fishery, professional 
fishers.

INTRODUCTION

The small-scale fi sheries accounts for more than 
50% of all marine and freshwater fi sheries in the 
world, and practically all of their production is 
for human consumption (FAO 2010). It provides 
about 20% of the animal protein need of about 
3.2 billion people (FAO 2018) and involves 59.2 
million people worldwide (FAO 2018). According 
to the General Register of Fishing Activity from 
the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture – MPA 
(2010), there were 853,231 professional fi shers in 
Brazil in 2010. The northeast region of Brazil has 
the majority of professional fi shers (43.70% of 
the total for the country), followed by the north 
region (38.80%), while the state of São Paulo in 

the southeast region accounts for has 25,288 
fi shers (2.96%). 

According to Fishermen´s Association 
(Zone 8) (unpublished data), whose coverage 
area corresponds to 14 coastal and inland 
municipalities, the municipality of Caraguatatuba 
on the north coast of the state of São Paulo 
currently has 183 fishers, among which 128 
are originally from Caraguatatuba itself, while 
in the 1980’s and 1990’s there were 505 fi shers 
registered (personal observation). The number 
of fi shers had been increasing in Fisherman’s 
Association until its re-registration when 
the number started decreasing as the fi shers 
changed their careers or there was no proof of 
their occupation, or even due to death cause.
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According to Schuhbauer & Sumaila (2016), 
to determine whether small-scale fisheries 
can be considered economically viable and 
beneficial to society, the number of jobs, the 
level of dependence, and the associated costs 
of fishing, among other attributes, must be 
identified. 

According to Béné et al. (2010), many 
international development agencies believe 
that fishing is economically inefficient. According 
to these authors, there is a concept related to 
small-scale fishing referred as labor buffer, which 
recognizes the positive aspect of this activity for 
the reduction of poverty of fishers and its great 
capacity to offer employment opportunities. 
This role of small-scale fisheries was proposed 
by Jul-Larsen (2003). Accordingly, the objective 
of this work was to study the income generation 
of fishers from Caraguatatuba and evaluate 
whether the labor buffer concept mentioned by 
Béné et al. (2010) corresponds to their reality 
through the analysis of profitability, importance 
for family income and production capacity of 
fishing. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A total of 51 fishers, only from municipality of 
Caraguatatuba (about 40% of the total for the 
municipality) were interviewed from May 2012 
to June 2013. Interviews were held mainly on 
Mondays, since this is the day that fishers check 
their fishing gear, supply the boat engine and 
set up accounts with the Association of Fishers. 
The Association of Fishers provides ice and 
maintains the marketing structure provided by 
Caraguatatuba City Hall, which subsidizes part of 
the cost of ice.  Thus, this cost was not considered 
in the analysis. All of the respondents belonged 
to this association. 

The interviews were conducted at the two 
main points of the fishermen´s businesses areas 
in Caraguatatuba: Camaroeiro and Porto Novo. 
We asked the fishermen about willingnesses 
to collaborate with the research after being 
told its purpose and that any information 
provided by them would remain confidential. A 
pre-developed questionnaire inquiring about 
socioeconomic and production data was used. 
The research project and the questionnaire had 
been previously evaluated and approved by 
the Research Ethics Committee of the Federal 
Institute of Science, Education and Technology 
of São Paulo.

According to the information provided, four 
different categories of fishers were identified 
(Table I). It should be emphasized that this work 
does not aim to categorize the respondents 
according to the species captured since fisheries 
in this region are multispecific and fishers 
commercialize the largest possible volume of 
fish, including by catch. 

The classification of fishers prioritized the 
productive structure (engine power and crew 
size) employed in the activity, since this element 
is decisive in determining the production 
capacity and income generation. The first 
category represents the individual fishers who 
mostly work without helpers. They use small 
vessels, usually canoes or boats, of 10 meters in 
length or less, with engines of up to 22 HP. It is 
not uncommon to see boats with more powerful 
engines.

The second and third category are 
entrepreneurial fishers. These fishers employ 
motor boats with over 20 HP and hire at 
least one person to compose the crew. This 
category is divided into family entrepreneurs 
and the employed entrepreneurs. The family 
entrepreneur is characterized by hiring relatives 
for the crew. The employer entrepreneur usually 
has two boats, the most common of which are 
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whaling boats, and a crew consisting of at least 
two helpers.

The fourth category is the sharecroppers or 
employees. The main feature of these fishers 
is that they do not have a boat, but work as 
helpers of the categories. It is very common for 
the individuals of this category to work with a 
relative, such as their father, brother or cousin.

Net available income 
An income analysis was performed for each 
category adopting the concept of net disposable 
personal income: wich is the one received by 
households and is available for consumption or 
savings (Cacciamali 2011). Fishers reported their 
net disposable income during the interviews. 
In cases where there was division among a 
crew, the gross disposable income was inferred 
considering what the fishers reported for the 
earnings after deductions of variable costs. It 
should be noted that the amounts were recorded 
in reais (R$) and converted into US dollars at the 
average rate for the currency in 2013, which was 
R$2.16 for US$1.00.

Profitability analysis
Profitability is the relationship between revenues 
and costs generated by the use of company 
assets during its activity (Gitman 2010). The 

analysis of profitability is based on a statement 
of income and its percentage composition, with 
the aid of vertical analysis (Gitman 2010). The 
analysis produces, among other information, 
the profit margin in relation to sales revenues.

The profitability analysis of the present 
work was carried out using information on net 
disposable income and operational expenses 
by structuring the statement of income for each 
interviewed fisher. For that, we used the model 
of Padoveze (2008) to study the balance and 
leverage. The operating result is the residual 
value of sales revenues minus variable costs, 
adding or subtracting other amounts until the 
identification of profit or loss.

Revenue from sales is the product of the 
volume sold at the price charged. Variable and 
fixed costs are subtracted from the sales revenue 
to find the operating result. Variable costs are 
proportional and directly related to the volume 
of productive activity (Padoveze 2008). In the 
present case, variable costs were determined 
from fuel, direct labor and gear expenses, 
including the constant maintenance required 
by gear, which generates costs for each fishery. 
Food costs were considered negligible, since 
most fishers practice near shore activity and do 
not spend long periods on board a vessel.

Table I.  Categories of fishers by type of fishing practiced.

Types of fishers Individual
Entrepreneur

Employee
Family Employer

Fishing modes alone or with a crew 
member

crew of one person
(relatives)

at least two 
helpers

crew of the entrepreneur,  
common to work with 

some relative

Size of boat
motor up to 22HP 

or sometimes larger 
(canoes, boats, 

batteries)

own boats, motor 
above 20HP

own boats, usually 
two (whaling boats) does not own a boat

Frequency 23 (45.1%) 10 (19.6%) 10 (19.6%) 8 (15.7%)
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Fixed costs are those that remain constant, 
regardless of the volume produced, because they 
are linked to a period of time Padoveze (2008). 
In the present study, fixed costs are composed 
of fees and maintenance and depreciation costs 
for boats and engines. Fees include expenses 
related to the monthly association membership, 
social security, authorization for professional 
fishing and compulsory insurance of the vessel. 
All values reported annually were adjusted to 
the monthly values to match the time base of 
the data. For the analysis of depreciation, a 
rate of 5% per year was applied to the values 
cited in the the fishers, which was subsequently 
divided by 12 to establish a monthly value; the 
5% rate was indicated by Appendix regarding the 
Normative Instruction 162 of BRASIL (Secretaria 
da Receita Federal 1998).

For the present study, the gross disposable 
income was determined from the difference 
between the sale value of fish and the costs of 
fuel and gear. It should be noted that fishers who 
hire a crew use a portion of the gross disposable 
income to pay them, providing available net 
income to finance fixed costs. The operating 
result was obtained by excluding the fixed costs 
from available net income. Table II presents the 
income statement model used to identify the 

formation of disposable income and operating 
income (profit or loss). 

The vertical analysis of the operating result 
is an integral part of profitability analysis and 
allows the operating margin to be determined 
according to the following equation:

Operatingmargin=
operating profit

sales revenue
×100 (1)

Vertical analysis of operating results
After identifying the operational results for each 
interviewee, a vertical analysis was performed. 
According to Matarazzo (2010), a vertical analysis 
consists of calculating the percentage of each 
item of expenditure of the statement in relation 
to sales revenue. The purpose of this analysis 
was to identify the distribution of sales revenue, 
up to the formation of profit or loss. The average 
of these distributions per fisher category were 
then calculated (Table III).

The importance of fishing income to family 
income
The importance of fishing to family income was 
defined as the percentage of participation of the 
available net income in the total income of the 
family, as informed by the fishers.

Table II. Structure of disposable income used for estimates.

Sales Revenue
(-) Cost Production Variables

(-) Fuel

(-) Gear

(=) Gross Income Available

(-) Direct labor

(=) Net Available Income 

(-) Fees

(-) Maintenance

(-) Depreciation

(=) Operational result (profit or loss)
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Production capacity and volume 
In the present study, production capacity is 
described as the volume of fish obtained as a 
function of time worked. It was calculated as the 
number of hours worked multiplied by the days 
worked per week, resulting the weekly journey. 
Time estimates were made using the program 
Oriana v. 4.02. Volume produced was described 
as pounds per day on  average fishing day, with 
an average fishing day being established and 
explained to the fisher the one that is not the 
best nor the worst, according to yield. Thus, this 
value would be an average and, according to the 
fisher’s knowledge, the most common. We chose 
this kind of question to avoid overestimated 
values of daily production by the fishermen. We 
asked fishers to describe their last week’s catch 
because it would be easy to remember. It should 
be noted that the product of fishing comprises 
a wide variety of items of different sizes and 
weights, implying very different production 
volumes.

RESULTS
Net available income 
The average monthly income for the individual 
fisher category was US$684.60 (n = 23), in a 
range between US$162.07 and US$1,389.20 (Table 
III). For the family entrepreneur category the 

average monthly income was US$904.81, and 
for the employee entrepreneur category it was 
US$1,466.87 (n = 09). Employee fishers had the 
lowest average income of US$ 566.78. Overall, 
the lowest income reported in the study was 
US$694.60 while the highest one was US$4,167.61.

One of the interviewed fishermen declared 
an income of US$9,259.25, of was withdrawn from 
the analysis since it was understood that it was 
likely to be a mistake or an extremely atypical 
value, which would invalidate the information 
received during the interview. 

Profitability analysis 
In all cases the fishers had an operating profit, 
which generated positive margins. However, the 
observed operating margins varied widely. The 
employee category had the highest operating 
margin, since all income received immediately 
turned into profit (Table IV).

Vertical analysis of operating results
For all categories, except employee, the greatest 
costs were fuel and manpower, while the lowest 
were depreciation and fees (Table V). The main 
types of gear reported were for trawling and 
holding. The employee category had no costs, 
except for the fee paid to the Association of 
Fishers, when it became associated, and the 
fee to authorize a professional fisher, which 

Table III. Average income of fishers of the municipality of Caraguatatuba per category.

Individual 
Entrepreneur

Employee
Family Employer

Average income 

n = 23 (45.10%) n = 10 (19.60%) n = 10 (19.60%) n = 8 (15.7%)

R$ 1,478.74 
(sd = 666.12)
US$ 684.60

R$ 1,954.40                     
(sd = 985.72)
US $904.81

R$ 3,168.441 
(sd = 2,315.79) 
US$ 1,466.87

R$ 1,224.25                                           
(sd = 633.55)
US$ 566.78

1 One fisher did not report monthly income. R$ (2013): US$ 1 = R$ 2.16.
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is obligatory for all categories to practice the 
profession.

The importance of fishing income to family 
income
The importance of fishing income to family 
income was greater, in absolute terms, for the 
employer entrepreneur category (78.25%), but 
this category is the only source of income for 
25% of the respondents (Table VI). The fishing 
income was less important to family income 
for the employee category, which was the only 
source of income for 14.3% of the fishers.

Production capacity and volume 
The entrepreneur fishers dedicated more 
hours to fishing, had greater production per 
day and hour in absolute terms, and had a 
higher standard deviation. Both individual and 
entrepreneur fishers had similar absolute levels 
of income and working hours (Table VI).

One fisher reported a yield of 200 kg/day, 
which was removed from the analysis because 
it was highly discrepant regarding the rest of 
the data. It may also have been an atypical day 
of fishing, which would then fail to address the 
question about an average working day.

DISCUSSION 
Net available income 
The main species caught, using trawling and 
gillnets in the municipality of Caraguatatuba 
in the period between 2013 and 2017 were: 
Xiphopenaeus kroyeri, Micropogonias furnieri, 
the “mixture” (several species of low commercial 
value, such as Paralonchurus brasiliensis and 
Menticirrhus americanus), Cynoscion leiarchus, 
and Mugil curema (Instituto de Pesca 2018). 
We believe that during the period of this study 
the composition of landings were similar to 
the species caught. As previously mentioned, 
the fishery of the studied region comprises 
multispecies. Only trawling has a definite target 
species, where the Xiphopenaeus kroyeri is the 
most important species. However, in case they 
catch other species they also commercialize 
them, which are called “mixture”.

Analyzing the four categories of fishers, 
the highest net disposable income in absolute 
terms was that of the employer entrepreneur, 
which can be explained by the fact that some of 
these fishers have two boats and more people 
involved. Having a more robust production 
structure, the employer entrepreneur is able to 
generate sales revenue at a level which is well 
above the other categories, and thus achieve 

Table IV. Observed operating margins (as percentages) for each category of fishers.

Category
Margin

Minimum Maximum Average Standard 
deviation

Individual 4.82 65.47 29.44 16.63

Family entrepreneur 3.46 62.70 27.16 17.02

Employer entrepreneur 10.92 40.58 23.40 12.90

Employee 95.83 100.00 98.64 1.47
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the highest available income. We believe that 
classifying fishers according to the various 
species they catch may also affect their income. 
However, this was not the purpose of our study.

The comparison of the monthly income of 
the fishers in Caraguatatuba with that of other 
fishers in different locations in Brazil (Table VII) 
revealed that the values were quite different. 
To adequately compare the levels of income for 
fishers in different regions of Brazil, we matched 
the characteristics of the fishers mentioned 
in Table VII with the categories defined in this 
paper, specifically: whether the fisher works 
alone or with a helper, whether the fisher is the 
owner of a vessel or not, and also the vessel 
size.

Peixer & Petrere (2009) found that the average 
monthly income of professional fishers was US$ 
239.64 in Pirassununga (countryside of the state 
of São Paulo). The large difference between 
the observed income between the fishers in 
the country side and those on the coast side is 
explained by the lower daily production of the 

fishers in the countryside (19.9 kg/day), as well 
as the commercial value of the species caught 
in the two different regions. Shrimp is the main 
exploited resource in Caraguatatuba, which has 
a higher added value in comparison to many of 
the species landed in the countryside. Another 
aspect of inland fishing is that, in general, the 
fish is landed far from the points of retail trade 
for these products. 

Alencar & Maia (2011) analyzed the database 
of 2008 from the General Registry of Fishing 
Activities (RGP) of the Ministry of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture and estimated the average annual 
income of Brazilian fishers at US$ 1,965.28/year 
when considering all regions of the country. They 
found average fisher income to be higher for the 
southeast region than for the other regions of 
the country at US$ 3,318.86/year. The data were 
compared considering only 10 months because 
many of the fishing closed periods.

The income differences between what 
was found by Alencar & Maia (2011) and the 
categories described by the present study 

Table V. Averages for the vertical analysis (in percentage) for each category of fishers.

Individual Family entrepreneur Entrepreneur 
employer Employee

Sales Revenue 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

(-) Cost Production Variables 24.90 28.50 33.30 00.00

Fuel 22.30 20.80 26.70 00.00

Gear 02.60 07.70 06.60 00.00

(=) Gross Income Available 75.10 71.50 65.90 100.00

(-) Direct labor 22.30 30.30 32.20 00.00

(=) Net Available income 52.80 41.20 33.70 100.00

(-) Fees 01.50 00.40 00.40 01.40

(-) Maintenance 17.40 09.60 07.10 00.00

(-) Depreciation 04.50 04.00 03.60 00.00

(=) Operational result 29.40 27.20 23.40 98.60
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may be related to the characteristics of the 
artisanal fishing employed in the municipality 
of Caraguatatuba, regarding which the fish 
is landed only a few hours after capture and 
delivered to the merchants who sell it to the 
products to the final consumer; in other words, 
it is a short supply chain. There is no transport 
charge because this place is located exactly at 
the point of fish landing and commerce. 

Comparing fishers’ income in Caraguatatuba 
with the Brazilian monthly per capita income 
for 2013, the year when the data of the present 
study were collected in the field, revealed that 
only the employer entrepreneur category had a 
higher average income, in absolute terms. In fact, 
the entrepreneur income in Caraguatatuba was 
a little higher than twice the national per capita 
income, indicating that this profession has a high 
financial return. According to Béné et al. (2010), 

the income generated by fishing is often higher 
than the income of rural workers, or the national 
average income. However, there are several risks 
involved with small-scale fishing compared to 
other types of work Béné et al. (2010), where the 
production variation greatly influences in the 
family income. Comparing the present findings 
to that of available literature on fisher income 
reveals that the income generated by fishing 
activities in Caraguatatuba is comparable to the 
regions worldwide the characteristics of the fish 
stocks, the seasons of each type of fishery, and 
the environmental and climatic conditions— 
which vary throughout seasons and facilitate or 
hinder access to different species of higher or 
lower sales value.

Table VI. Data regarding the importance of fishing income to family income, production capacity and average 
production volume (kg) per day and hour for the studied categories of fishers (US$ 1.00 = R$ 2.16).

Individual Entrepreneur Employee

n = 23 (45.10%)
Family

n= 10 (19.60%)
Employer

n= 10 (19.60%)
n = 8 (15.7%)

Importance of 
fishing income to 

family income

71.64% (sd = 25.38%)
36.00% of total family 

income

68.34% (sd = 
25.45)

30.00% of total 
family income

78.25% (sd = 18.02) 
25.00% of total family 

income

50.60% (sd = 28.77)
14.3% of total family 

income 

Production 
capacity

8.47 hours/day (sd = 
4.40)

5.91 days a week (sd 
= 0.99)

Weekly average = 
50.08h

8.32 hours/day 
(sd = 3.25)

5.40 days a week 
(sd = 1.34)

Weekly average = 
44.93h

11.14 hours/day (sd = 
3.10)

6.00 days a week (sd 
= 0.66)

Weekly average = 
66.84

13.22 hours/day (sd 
= 01.48)

5.00 days a week (sd 
= 0.57)

Weekly average = 
66.10

Average production 
volume kg/day

42.72 (sd = 40.40) 
44.50 (sd = 35.85) 

80.50 (sd = 29.85) 122.14 (sd = 67.32) 1

and kg/hour 05.04 05.34 07.22 09.24

1 one non-response.
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Profitability and vertical analysis of operating 
results
The analysis of profitability revealed three 
important aspects, the first of which is 
positive and diversified margins. The fishers in 
Caraguatatuba obtain profit from the activity 
of fishing; the revenues pay the costs, replace 
the wear and tear of the productive means 
and generate sustenance for the families. The 
second is the non-homogeneous nature of 
the weights of costs; the types of fisheries that 
fishers develop are similar, but their productive 

structures differ, depending on the boat size 
variable. This difference in production structure 
means that production costs have different 
weights for each category of fisher.

Fuel and gear costs represent 24.90%, 
28.50% and 33.80% of sales revenues for 
individual, family entrepreneur and employer 
entrepreneur fishers, respectively. The fuel 
expense incurred by the employer entrepreneur 
category consumes a third of the revenues from 
sales. This greater share is due to the use of 
larger boats that consume more fuel. Labor, as 

Table VII. Comparison of the monthly income of artisanal fishers from different locations in Brazil and the World. 

Individual Entrepreneur Employee

Family Employer

Average income 
US$ 1 = R$ 2.16 (2013)

R$ 1,478.74
US$ 684.60

R$ 1,954.40 
US$ 904.81

R$ 3,168.44
US$ 1,466.87

R$ 1,224.25
US$ 566.78

Pirassununga
Peixer & Petrere (2009)

US$ 239.64

Average for Brazilian fishers 
Alencar & Maia (2011)

US$ 1 = R$ 1.67

R$ 3,282.03 (US$ 
1,965.28)/year

Monthly value (10 
months) = US$ 196.52
Southeast: R$ 5,542.50 

(US$ 3,318.86)/year
Monthly value (10 

months) = US$ 331.88

Brazilian monthly per capita 
income1:

2013: US$ 1,023.20 (US$ 1 = R$ 
2.16)

2015: US$ 720.88 (US$ 1 = R$ 
3.34)

Ciés Islands (NW Spain)
Cambiè et al. (2012)

US$ 2,107.93

Vigo (Galicia)
European Commission, DG 

Mare (2011)
US$ 2,150.40

1 MW = minimum wage: from October 2005 until April 2006 the minimum wage was R$ 300.00 (US$ 136.55), after which it rose to 
R$ 350.00 (US$161.11). Information from Banco Central do Brasil (2016).
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expected, had a higher cost for the employer 
entrepreneur (30.40% of the sales revenue) 
because they have at least two helpers.

Net disposable income is 52.70% of sales 
revenues for individual fishers, since variable 
expenses are proportionally smaller in relation 
to the other categories of fishers in this study. 

The share of fixed expenses of revenues is 
below 24%. Particularly, the maintenance cost 
for individual fishers (17.4%) is higher than the 
one for the other categories. Regarding the 
employee fishers, this cost is irrelevant since 
they do not own a boat or a motor.

The third is that operational margins are 
equivalent, but not proportional to revenue. As 
a result of the non-homogeneity of cost weights 
across categories, the operating margins diverge. 
The employer entrepreneur has a disposable 
net income, in absolute terms, about two times 
numerically greater than the others. However, in 
relative terms, it is positioned below the others; 
that is, even generating more income, the result 
is numerically lower. The employer entrepreneur 
reaches the net margin of 24.90%, while the family 
entrepreneur achieves 27.20% and the individual 
fisher 29.40%. This fact derives from the more 
robust, and therefore more costly, productive 
structure for the employer entrepreneur.

The fisher employee category does not have 
the costs that the other categories of fishers 
do since it always has a crew. Therefore, net 
disposable income becomes an operational 
profit, which generates high margins. However, 
this information is misleading because, in 
absolute terms, fisher employees have the 
lowest income of all categories. 

The World Bank (2009) displays some 
consolidated data from several countries 
regarding the costs of fishing. They emphasize 
that the data vary greatly depending on the 
type and location of the activity. They present 
general data regarding the major cost factors 

as percentages of the total cost: labor (30 to 
50%); fuel (10 to 25%); repair and maintenance 
of vessels/engines (5 to 10%); fishing gear (5 to 
15%). These values are similar to those found in 
the present study. 

Although historical cost data are not 
available for fishers from Caraguatatuba, the 
findings of this study show that it is possible 
to understand that fuel costs variation has 
a direct impact on the net income of fishers 
because it is the second largest cost item of the 
activity. Small-scale fishing in Caraguatatuba, 
unlike industrial fishing, has no subsidies for 
the purchase of fuel. The only partial subsidy 
these fishers have is for ice and a commercial 
cold storage structure (only for ice), maintained 
by the City Hall. We believe that the cost of ice 
should be considered in the case of fishermen 
who do not have this benefit.

In the city of Rio Grande, on the southern 
coast of Brazil, Rodrigues et al. (2018) estimated 
fuel costs to be 35-60% of sales revenue 
according to various fishing gear. However, 
it is worth mentioning that these authors 
analyzed industrial fleets and, in the case of 
the present study, we only analyzed small-scale 
fishing, the only type of fishing undertaken in 
the municipality. According to the World Bank 
(2012), this cost was estimated to be 43% of sales 
revenue in developing countries.

The importance of fishing income to family 
income
In Caraguatatuba, fishing as a source of income is 
more important for entrepreneur fishers (78.25% 
of family income) and for individual fishers 
(71.64%), than for employees. For employees 
this activity is the only opportunity available 
and less important for family income (50.60%). 
However, it must be remembered that there 
are large standard deviations for these data; in 
other words, this information and this reality 
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vary greatly within each group of fishers. The 
large standard deviations can be understood 
in the context of natural variation in the yield 
of daily catches, which leads fishers to look 
for other activities when production is less. In 
Cambodia, the continental fishery is responsible 
for more than 50% of family income; in parts 
of the Zambezi Basin, fishing income is higher 
than livestock income; and in the mainstream 
Mekong River, 20% of household income comes 
from fishing FAO (2018).

According to the FAO & World Fish Center 
(2008), fishers who have fishing as their main 
activity are considered those who have up to 
90% of their income from fishing, or who invest 
90% of their time in it; partial fishers are those 
for which fishing income is responsible for up 
to 30% of their total income, have less than 90% 
of their livelihood coming from fishing or who 
invests at least 30% to 90% of their working 
time in this activity. Following this classification, 
we interpret all the categories of fishers in 
Caraguatatuba described in the present study 
as having fishing as their main activity since 
income from fishing is above 50% of the family 
income.

Diversification of economic activities is one 
of the characteristics of small-scale fishers. 
Such diversification is necessary because 
fishing is a high-risk activity that is exposed to 
fluctuations in the size and location of stocks. 
In addition, some exploited species have highly 
unpredictable occurrences (Allison & Ellis 
2001). Fishers use strategies such as changing 
target species, changing fishing locations and 
diversifying the way to obtain income (Allison & 
Ellis 2001, Cinner et al. 2009). The last alternative, 
however, is limited, since the level of schooling 
among fishers is generally low. In this regard, the 
reality in Caraguatatuba is not different from that 
of other places in Brazil (personal observation). 

Production capacity and volume 
The fishers of Caraguatatuba work on average five 
or more days a week and about 10 hours a day, 
except for those of the employee category, who 
fish for more than 13 hours a day. The average 
weekly workload of fishers is higher than that 
of general workers (40 to 44 hours per week), 
according to Brazilian laws in force. This reveal 
show much time and effort are required by this 
activity. In the Dholi region of India, Kumar et 
al. (2018) recognized three categories of fishers: 
those who fish for 2-3 hours per day, those who 
fish 4-6 hours per day, and those who fish the 
entire day, which is the case of the majority.

Depending on the amount of time spent 
fishing, which varies from 44.93 to 66.84 hours 
per week, it is possible to conclude that all the 
categories of fishers of the present study expend 
great effort, including those of the employee 
category, which has the longest working day. 
These data seem to indicate that the part-time 
fisher employee, when dedicating time to this 
activity, exerts great effort, and likely juggles 
fishing activity with other sources of work 
depending on the time of the year and fisheries 
output. 

The daily yield in Caraguatatuba varies from 
42.72 kg/day to 122.14 kg/day, depending on fisher 
category, but the standard deviations reveal 
great variation in yield, which is expected due 
to the variable availability of the resource. The 
highest daily production for the fisher employee 
may be related to the greater number of fishers 
present in the vessel, which in some cases is 
more than two, which also explains the lower 
income due to the division of the generated 
profits. 

Alencar & Maia (2011) provide data for 
the annual production for Brazil (transformed 
into weekly production, considering 10 months 
fishing per year due to the closures), with the 
South Region producing 65.25 kg, the southeast 
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region 45.75 kg, and the average for the entire 
country being 28.00 kg. Weekly catches in 
Caraguatatuba, taking into account the number 
of fishing days, are much larger than the 
production levels cited by these authors. The 
higher production levels may explain the higher 
income observed in Caraguatatuba compared to 
other regions of Brazil. For 100 villages surveyed 
in Samoa, fishers caught 13.7 kg per fishing trip 
of about four hours three times a week (Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, Apia, Samoa 2014). 

According to Allison & Ellis (2001), the fact 
that fishers operate discontinuously and are 
frequently interrupted while seeking alternative 
sources of income makes it unlikely that stocks 
will be decimated, and thus they require 
more appropriate rules compared to orthodox 
management. According to these authors, the 
policies and type of management should be 
those that encourage and enable fishers to 
act only part of their time. Hence, fishers look 
for strategies to guarantee family sustenance 
by means of so-called “freelance” at temporary 
activities. This is the case mainly with employees 
in small-scale fisheries.

If this is indeed the case, then current 
Brazilian law legislation (Brasil, Law n. 11.959 of 
June 29, 2009) is adequate in this regard. It does 
not restrict professional fishing to those people 
who have this activity as their principal and only 
way of life, as was until the sanction of this law.

If exercising temporary fishing proves be a 
way of guaranteeing more adequate levels of 
exploitation and, at the same time, promoting 
the generation of income for families, policies for 
this sector should then favor those who practice 
it in this manner. In the case of insurance, for 
example, currently only fishers who exclusively 
carry out this activity have the right to receive 
monthly payments when fishing is closed. If 
the return for stock protection is positive, it 
would compensate government investment by 

maintaining the benefit for all fishers, including 
those who do not engage in the activity full-time. 
In this case, other criteria should be established, 
such as an appropriate minimum working time 
in the fishery to receive the benefit. 

Policy makers also need to take into 
account that fishing is not only a necessity, 
it is also a choice, and must be seen in this 
context to understand the reasons for entering, 
remaining in or leaving the activity Cinner et al. 
(2009). According to Béné et al. (2010), instead 
of insisting that fishers abandon this activity, 
governments should guarantee other means 
of subsistence. In some societies in the Pacific, 
fishing is being re-conceptualized as a pluralistic 
activity, where environmental, economic, social 
and cultural aspects at any level of management 
must be taken into account Hilmi et al. (2016).

Some options to improve the income of 
fishers, without increasing pressure on stocks, 
are being studied, such as the Pescatourisme 83 
project in Greece (European Regional Framework 
for Cooperation 2014), for example. In this case, 
professional fishers take tourists on their boats 
during their daily activities, who spend three to 
four hours learning the fishery techniques used 
by the fishermen. Such activity is an interesting 
possibility for Caraguatatuba because it is a 
tourist town and would probably experience a 
demand for this type of activity.

CONCLUSIONS

According to Fishermen’s Association there are 
about 130 fishers in Caraguatatuba. Taking into 
account the estimates of FAO (2010) that for 
each person employed in this sector other three 
are employed in secondary activities, there 
should be around 390 people directly involved 
in small-scale fisheries in Caraguatatuba. If 
we also consider that each fisher has at least 
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three people in their family, then there would be 
approximately 1,170 people who would depend on 
this sector in this municipality. Then, the income 
generated involves a large number of people. 
This activity can be considered a labor buffer, 
as mentioned by Béné et al. (2010), because all 
these people may not have another source of 
income, due to the absence of alternative jobs 
and because they constitute unskilled labor. 

This fact corroborates the statements of 
these authors inasmuch as fishing provides a 
protection network during phases of economic 
down turn and personal financial crisis. This 
aspect of small-scale fisheries must be taken 
into account by those who administer the use of 
these natural resources. 

Studies like this are relevant as they provide 
data to subsidize social security networks for 
several governmental spheres. They are also 
significant for decisions that aim to decrease 
the fishery effort, provide the maintenance 
due to the closed periods or even the financial 
compensation due to occasional polluting 
activities such as oil spills, which have already 
occurred in the northeast coast of São Paulo.

Acknowledgments
The authors are especially grateful to all the fishers 
who patiently devoted their time to being interviewed 
and the Association of Fishers Z8 for the information 
provided. The authors also thank Getúlio Rincon Filho, 
Maria Letizia Petesse, Gildo Coelho Bastos, Cynthia 
Peralta de Almeida Prado and Vassiliki Terezinha Galvão 
Boulomytis for suggestions to the text. The authors are 
also in debted to the two anonymous referees who 
made valuable suggestions and enriched this paper.

REFERENCES

ALENCAR CAG & MAIA LP. 2011. Perfil socioeconômico dos 
pescadores brasileiros. Labomar Arq Ciênc Mar 44(3): 
12-19.

ALLISON EH & ELLIS F. 2001. The livelihoods approach and 
management of small-scale fisheries. Mar Policy 25: 
377-388.

BANCO CENTRAL DO BRASIL. I.51. 2016. [acessado em 24 de 
outubro de 2016]. Produto Interno Bruto: Indicadores 
Econômicos. Disponível em: www.bcb.gov.br.

BÉNÉ C, HERSOUG B & ALLISON E. 2010. Not by rent alone: 
analyzing the pro-poor functions of small-scale fisheries 
in developing countries. Dev Policy Ver 28(3): 325-358.

BRASIL. 2009. [acessado em 10 Junho 2017].  Lei n° 11.959 
de 29 de junho de 2009. Dispõe sobre a Política Nacional 
de Desenvolvimento Sustentável da Aquicultura e da 
Pesca, regula as atividades pesqueiras, revoga a Lei 
n° 7.679, de 23 de novembro de 1988, e dispositivos do 
Decreto-Lei n° 221, de 28 de fevereiro de 1967, e dá outras 
providências. Disponível em: http://www.planalto.gov.
br/ccivil_03/_ato2007-2010/2009/lei/l11959.htm.

BRASIL. Secretaria da Receita Federal. Instrução Normativa 
162 de 31 de dez. de 1998. [acessado em 20 de setembro 
de 2017]. Fixa prazo de vida útil e taxa de depreciação 
dos bens que relaciona. Disponível em: http://normas.
receita.fazenda.gov.br/sijut2consulta/link.action?visao=
anotado&idAto=15004.

CACCIAMALI MC. 2011. A desigualdade de renda no Brasil: 
da industrialização acelerada ao início do século XXI. 
In: Pinho DB, Vasconcellos MAS and Toneto-Jr R (Orgs). 
Manual de Economia. 6th ed., São Paulo: Editora Saraiva, 
p. 470-492.

CINNER JE, DAW T & MCCLANAHAN TR. 2009. Socioeconomic 
factors that affect artisanal fishers’ readiness to exit a 
declining fishery. Conserv Biol 23(1): 124-130.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION, DG MARE. 2011. Studies for 
carrying out the commom fisheries policy: lot 3 socio-
economic dimensions in EU fisheries. Sapin/Galicia case 
study reports. 8 p. Available from: https://ec.europa.
eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/fi les/docs/body/
cs-galicia-1-spain-national-background_en.pdf.

EUROPEAN REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR COOPERATION. 2014. 
Socio-economic analysis on fisheries related tourism 
in EUSAIR. Nemo Project. Action 2.3, 94 p. Available 
from: http://www.medmaritimeprojects.eu/download/
ProjectNemo/nemo-outputs/WP2_3_SOCIO_ECONOMIC_
ANALYSIS.pdf.

FAO. 2010. The state of world fisheries and aquaculture. 
Rome: FAO, 197 p.

FAO. 2018. The state of world fisheries and aquaculture: 
meeting the sustainable development goals. Rome: FAO, 
210 p.



JANICE PEIXER  & RICARDO MARONI NETO ECONOMICS OF SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES IN SÃO PAULO

An Acad Bras Cienc (2020) 92(Suppl. 2) e20180527 14 | 14 

FAO & WORLD FISH CENTER. 2008. [viewed 25 October 2016].  
Small-scale capture fisheries – a global overview with 
emphasis on developing countries. Preliminary report, 
64 p. Available from: http://documents.worldbank.org/
curated/pt/878431468326711572/pdf/831830WP0Small00
Box379886B00PUBLIC0.pdf.

GITMAN LJ. 2010. Princípios de administração financeira. 
12th ed., São Paulo: Pearson Prentice Hall, 775 p.

HILMI N, BAMBRIDGE T, SAFA A, QUINQUIS B & D’ÁRCY P. 2016. 
Socioeconomic significance of fisheries in the small 
island developing states: natural heritage or commodity? 
In: Pauwels S and Fache E. Fisheries in the Pacific: the 
challenges of governance and sustainability. Marseille: 
Pacific-credo Publications, p. 175-197.

INSTITUTO DE PESCA. 2018. [acessado em 21 de janeiro 
de 2018]. A Pesca em Caraguatatuba. Programa de 
Monitoramento da Atividade Pesqueira Marinha e 
Estuarina do Instituto de Pesca. Disponível em: http://
www.propesq.pesca.sp.gov.br/18/conteudo.

JUL-LARSEN E. 2003. Analysis of effort dynamics in the 
Zambian inshore fisheries of Lake Kariba. In: Jul-Larsen 
E, Kolding J, Overa R, Nielsen JR and Zwieten PAM (Eds). 
Management, co-management or no management? 
Major dilemmas in southern African freshwater fisheries. 
2. Case studies. Rome: FAO, p. 233-252.

KUMAR D, MEHTA R, YADAV R, KUMAR S & KUMAR M. 2018. Studies 
on fisheries status and socio-economic conditions of 
fisher community in Dholi region, Muzaffarpur, Bihar, 
India. J Entomol Zool Stud 6(3): 76-80.

MATARAZZO DC. 2010. Análise de balanços: abordagem 
básica e gerencial. 7th ed., São Paulo: Atlas, 372 p. 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES APIA, SAMOA. 2014. 
Samoa socioeconomic fisheries survey report: 2012/2013. 
64 p. Available from: https://data.nodc.noaa.gov/coris/
library/NOAA/CRCP/other/grants/NA11NOS4820010/
Samoa_SocioEcon_Survey_Rept_2014.pdf.

MPA - MINISTRY OF FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE. 2010. 
[acessado em 10 de junho de 2017]. Boletim estatístico 
da pesca e aquicultura. Brasília. Disponível em: http://
www.uesc.br/cursos/pos_graduacao/mestrado/animal/
bibliografia2013/luis_art4_rousseff.pdf.

PADOVEZE CL. 2008. Contabilidade gerencial: um enfoque 
em sistemas de informação contábil. 5th ed., São Paulo: 
Atlas, 625 p. 

PEIXER J & PETRERE JR M. 2009. Socio-economic 
characteristics of the Cachoeira de Emas small-scale 
fishery in Mogi-Guaçu River, State of São Paulo, Brazil. 
Braz J Biol 69(4): 1047-1058.

RODRIGUES AR, ABDALLAH PR & GASALLA MA. 2018. Harvesting 
costs and revenues: implication of the performance of 
open-access industrial fishing fleets off Rio Grande, 
Brazil. MaR Policy 93: 104-112.

SCHUHBAUER A & SUMAILA RU. 2016. Economic viability and 
small-scale fisheries: a review. Ecol Econ 124: 69-75.

WORLD BANK. 2009. The Sunken billions: the economic 
justification for fisheries reform. Washington, DC: The 
World Bank, 100 p.

WORLD BANK. 2012. Hidden Harvest: the global contribution 
of capture fisheries. Washington, DC: The World Bank, 69 
p.

How to cite
PEIXER J & MARONE NETO R. 2020. Economic efficiency and family income 
of small-scale fisheries on the north coast of São Paulo State, Brazil. An 
Acad Bras Cienc 92: e20180527. DOI 10.1590/0001-3765202020180527.

Manuscript received on July 30, 2018;
accepted for publication on July 26, 2019 

JANICE PEIXER
https://orcid.org./0000-0003-4502-3209

RICARDO MARONI NETO
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0393-2930

Instituto Federal de Educação, Ciência e Tecnologia 
de São Paulo, Câmpus Caraguatatuba, Avenida Bahia, 
1739, Indaiá, 11665-071 Caraguatatuba, SP, Brazil

Correspondence to: Janice Peixer  
E-mail: janicepx@hotmail.com

Author contributions
Janice Peixer: collected the data and wrote the first version of 
the article. Ricardo Maroni Neto: entered in a later phase of the 
project and made the financial / economic analysis of the data.


