
Parkinsonism as a neuropsychiatric
presentation in CNS gnathosomiasis: its
prevalence
Parkinsonismo como uma apresentação neuropsiquiátrica da gnatosomiase do sistema
nervosa central: sua prevalência

Sir, parkinsonism (PD) is an important neuropsychiatric
disorder. Kummer and Teixeira noted that “behavioral and
psychological symptoms or neuropsychiatric syndromes
associated with PD are frequent and may represent a chal-
lenge in the management of these patients1.” The degenera-
tive defect in brain tissue can be seen in the patients with
parkinsonism. The exact etiology of parkinsonism is not well
understood. However, some brain pathologies can result in
parkinsonism. Of several problems, the CNS infection that
can lead to parkinsonism is very interesting2. The CNS para-
sitosis is a common tropical neurological infectious disease
that can induce parkinsonism. Here, the authors discussed
on the prevalence of parkinsonism as a neuropsychiatric
presentation in CNS gnathosomiasis. Based on the study

on 126 Thai cases with CNS gantosomiasis3, it can be seen
that there is 1 case presenting with parkinsonism giving
the prevalence rate equal to 0.79%. Indeed, gnathostomiasis
is a nematode tissue infection4. The neurological involve-
ment of this disease can be seen and can induce some
uncommon neurological manifestations4. Based on the pre-
sent data, it can be seen that there should be many cases
of parkinsonism that has the underlying gnathostomiasis.
Since gnathostomiasis can be effectively treated by antipar-
asitic drug, the investigation for this parasitosis in any
patients presenting with parkinsonism in the endemic area
is recommended.
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