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ABSTRACT

The leaf mine in Richterago riparia is caused by a lepidopteran larva (lepidopteronome). The leaves
of R. riparia show campdodrome venation; the epidermis is unistratified, with stomata and glandular
trichomes in adaxial and abaxial surfaces. The mesophyll is bilateral and the vascular system is
collateral. During the formation of the mine, the larva consumes the chlorenchyma of the mesophyll
and the smaller vascular bundles (veins of third and fourth orders). Structural alterations in the tis-
sues of the host plant were not observed, except for the formation of a wound meristem and the presence
of cells with phenolic substances next to the mine. Three cephalic exuviae of the miner were found
in the mesophyll. This lepidopteronome is parenchymatic and the epidermis remains intact, but forms
a protective layer for the mining insect.
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RESUMO

Morfologia e anatomia de mina foliar em Richterago riparia Roque (Asteraceae) nos
campos rupestres da Serra do Cipó, Brasil

A mina foliar de Richterago riparia é causada por uma larva de lepidóptera (lepidopteronoma). As
folhas de R. riparia apresentam venação campdódroma; a epiderme é uniestratificada, com estômatos
e tricomas glandulares nas superfícies adaxial e abaxial. O mesófilo é bilateral e o sistema vascu-
lar, colateral. A larva, durante a formação da mina, consome o clorênquima do mesófilo, bem como
os tecidos vasculares de menor porte, por exemplo, as nervuras de terceira e quarta ordem. Não ocor-
reram alterações estruturais em relação ao tecido da planta hospedeira, exceto a formação do meristema
de cicatrização e o aumento do teor de substâncias fenólicas nas células da mina. Constatou-se, ainda,
a presença de três exúvias cefálicas do minador no mesófilo. Essa mina é do tipo parenquimática,
na qual e a epiderme permanece intacta, protegendo o inseto minador do meio externo.

Palavras-chave: mina foliar, lepidopteronoma, anatomia, morfologia, Richterago, Asteraceae.

INTRODUCTION

Mines or hyponomes are channels caused by
insect larva inside plant tissues. The mine provides

both living and feeding quarters for the larva miners
(Hering, 1951). Their food is the thin stratum of
plant tissue that lies outspread in a seam between
any two adjacent strata, and the insects get to it
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and dig it out for use (Needham et al., 1928).
Normally, the mine cavity is extended inside the
parenchyma of the leaf but may be established
inside the parenchyma of other plant organs such
as flowers, fruits, stems, or roots (Hering, 1951).

Mines are caused by insect larvae, which are
endophytophagous and thus are internal plant para-
sites (Weis & Berenbaum, 1989). According to
Needham et al. (1928), miners are among the smal-
lest of plant-eating animals. Only four insect orders
can be considered as producers of mines, of which
Lepidoptera and Diptera comprise the greatest
number of species, while Hymenoptera and Coleop-
tera have been less frequently identified as having
mining insects (Hering, 1951). Approximately
10,000 species of leaf miners were described (Con-
nor & Taverner, 1997) and the leaf-mining habit
had originated at least by early Cretaceous
(Labandeira et al., 1994).

Leaf miners in economically important plants
such as rice, tomato, asparagus, spinach, coffee,
apple, peach, blueberry, blackberries, azalea, chry-
santhemum, morning-glory, columbine, among
others, have been described by Yepsen (1976) and
Hill (1987). Mines are found in a large number
of plant families including Dipsacaceae, Sola-
naceae, Chenopodiaceae, Boraginaceae and Astera-
ceae (Hering, 1951). Unfortunately, in the
Asteraceae family, most of the studies about mines
mainly describe the life history and immature stages
of the inducer insect (Boldt & White, 1992; Goeden
et al., 1993, 1995), and little attention is given to
the histological alterations in plant tissues.

In the neotropical region, especially in Brazil,
studies of hyponomes have received relatively little
attention, although they are biologically important
(Connor & Taverner, 1997). Insects on Asteraceae
provide convenient microsystems for laboratory and
field studies on the dynamics and evolution of
phytophagous insects and their hosts. Lepidoptera
contribute substantially to overall phytophagous
richness, but occur less often and in a smaller number
than the major Diptera order (Lewinsohn, 1991).

The aim of the present study is to analyze
the anatomical alterations caused by a lepidopteran
in leaves of Richterago riparia Roque (Asteraceae).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Specimens of Richterago riparia Roque were
collected in the campos rupestres of Serra do Cipó,

State of Minas Gerais (Brazil): Roque & Hervêncio
493 (holotype SPF).

Healthy and mined leaves were fixed in FAA
(formalin, acetic acid, and 50% ethanol, 1:1:18,
v/v) (Johansen, 1940) for 48 hours. After fixation
they were dehydrated in 50% and 70% ethanol.

For larvae observation, the leaves were
cleared according to Foster (1950, in Kraus &
Arduin, 1997). For anatomical studies, transverse
sections were obtained using razor blades. For
routine analyzes, the sections were stained with
astra blue and basic fuchsin (Kraus et al., 1998).
Phenolic substances were detected using 10%
ferric chloride (Johansen, 1940), and for the
characterization of lipids Sudan IV was used
(Gerlach, 1984, in Kraus & Arduin, 1997).

RESULTS

The leaves of Richterago riparia show
campdodrome venation and glandular trichomes
(Fig. 1). Trichomes were observed on the adaxial
and abaxial surfaces of the epidermis. The ca-
nal or mine left by the lepidopteran larva has a
lighter color, as a consequence of the consumption
of the internal plant tissues. In its path, the larva
ate away veins of third and fourth orders (Figs.
2-4), leaving feces behind as it moved forward.
Three cephalic exuviae were found (Figs. 5-7),
indicating that the larva underwent three moultings
inside the leaf tissue.

Transverse sections of the non-affected leaf,
at the region of the middle vein (Fig. 8), revealed
an unistratified epidermis, with roundish or qua-
drangular cells. The cuticle lines both surfaces of
the epidermis and is usually thicker adaxially. The
cortical region is composed of lacunar collenchyma
below the epidermis, both adaxially and abaxially,
with a greater number of layers in the latter. The
endodermis surrounds the vascular system, showing
some sclerified cells. The vascular tissue is exter-
nally bordered by several layers of pericyclic fibers.
Phenolic substances are present mainly in the
phloem and pericyclic fibers, as well as in some
cortical parenchyma cells.

Fig. 9 shows the entrance spot of the larva of
the leaf mine, located in the region of the midrib on
the adaxial surface. During mine formation, the small
larva avoided heavily lignified tissues, consuming
and moving through the parenchyma cells towards
the abaxial portion of the leaf lamina.
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Figs. 1-7 — Leaf of Richterago riparia (Asteraceae). Fig. 1 — Note the camptodrome venation and glandular trichomes
in the adaxial epidermis of the non-affected region. Fig. 2 — Observe the lepidopteran larva inside the leaf tissue; note the
sectioned veins (arrows) and the feces in the mine. Figs. 3-4 — Anterior and posterior parts of the lepidopteran miner, respectively.
Figs. 5-7 — Observe the sectioned veins, the feces and the cephalic exuviae (asterisks) in the mesophyll. F = feces; LM =
lepidopteran miner; T = glandular trichomes.

A transverse section of the mine (Fig. 10) re-
vealed that the larva consumed approximately three
layers of mesophyll parenchyma tissue, but left the
epidermis and its stomata intact. A wound meristem
was formed next to the mine (Fig. 11), with cells
displaying some suberized walls and with planes of
division mostly periclinal relative to the mine. Those
cells, and even the ones located somewhat more
externally to the mine, contain a large amount of
phenolic substances. The transverse section at the
region of lateral veins revealed a unistratified epi-
dermis with stomata (Fig. 12). The mesophyll is bi-
lateral and there is hardly any difference between

the palisade and spongy parenchymas. The cells of
both parenchymas are slightly lobed, with reduced
intercellular spaces, and some of them contain phe-
nolic substances. The larger veins are similar to the
midvein in relation to the disposition of vascular
tissues; smaller veins have few pericyclic fibers.

Figs. 13 and 14 show the entrance spot of
the larva mine in the region of lateral veins. At
that stage, the larva consumed only two or three
layers of the mesophyll next to the adaxial surface,
but part of the epidermical cells and cuticle was
left intact. Many cells adjacent to the wound me-
ristem have phenolic substances (Fig. 15).
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DISCUSSION

This study was the first one to provide mor-
phological and anatomical information about mines
in plants native to Serra do Cipó and the analysis
of the affected leaves showed that the miner is a
lepidopteran larva that underwent three moultings
inside the plant tissues.

According to Hering (1951), lepidopteran
larvae are considered as temporary mining insects,
feeding inside the mine for a limited period of time.
They normally live inside their mines only when

young, moving to the outside of the leaf in
subsequent stages. According to the same author,
young larvae are protected against external
aggression and make more efficient use of
available food resources, targeting the mesophyll,
which is the most nutritious and tender portion
of the leaf.

Therefore, when the larva reaches a certain
stage of development, the ingestion of nutritious
food is not as important as it is in its early stages,
and its mouth parts are stronger and better fit to
process harder food (Hering, 1951).

Figs. 8-11 — Leaf of Richterago riparia (Asteraceae): transverse sections. Fig. 8 — Note the dermal system, cortex, and vascular
system of the midrib region of the non-affected leaf. Fig. 9 — Observe the entrance spot of the mining larva (arrow) and the
cells with phenolic substances near the midrib region. Fig. 10 — The mine left by the lepidopteran larva is located next to
the abaxial epidermis; 3-4 layers of the chlorenchyma were consumed by the miner. Fig. 11 — Detail of the mine showing
the wound meristem and the cells with phenolic compounds. Ch = chlorenchyma; Co = collenchyma; Ct = cuticle; AbE =
abaxial epidermis; AdE = adaxial epidermis; En = endodermis; Mi = mine; PF = pericyclic fiber; Ph = phenolic substance;
Pl = phloem; S = stoma; WM = wound meristem; X = xylem.
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The present study confirms the observations
made by Hering (1951), and further shows that the
larva consumes the parenchyma tissues of the me-
sophyll, as well as small vascular tissues.

The mines of R. riparia show no preference
for specific locations of parenchyma tissues, which
are equally targeted, in both the adaxial and abaxial
surfaces. Another important point is that there were
practically no structural alterations in the tissues of
the host plant, but only the formation of a wound
meristem around the regions destroyed by the lar-
va. Wound tissue is commonly formed in regions of
wounds (Lipetz, 1970) and has a general protective
role (Cutter, 1978), regardless of the cause of the

wound which can be of an abiotic or biotic nature.
The latter is well illustrated by the miner of R. riparia.

Based on histochemical analysis, the
vascular system of the leaves, especially the
phloem, proved to be the richest region in terms
of phenolic substances. The chemical-barrier
adaptive mechanisms near vascular bundles, as
discussed by McKey (1979), are correlated with
the fact that they are rich in nutrients, particularly
the phloem, and are thus strongly targeted by
many organisms. On the other hand, there is an
increase in the amount of phenolic substances in
the cells that either border the mine or are located
in its neighborhood.

Figs. 12-15 — Leaf of Richterago riparia (Asteraceae): transverse sections. Fig. 12 — Note the dermal system, the bilat-
eral mesophyll and the vascular system in the region of the lateral veins of the non-affected leaf; stomata and trichomes
(basal portion) are present. Fig. 13 — Observe the entrance spot of the mining larva (arrow); the mine is situated in the
mesophyll and is lined by the cuticle. Fig. 14 — Detail of the entrance spot and the wound meristem. Fig. 15 — Detail
of the mine showing cell with phenolic substances. Ch = chlorenchyma; Ct = cuticle; AbE = abaxial epidermis; AdE = adaxial
epidermis; En = endodermis; Mi = mine; PF = pericyclic fiber; Ph = phenolic substance; Pl = phloem; S = stoma; WM =
wound meristem; X = xylem.
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According to Feeny (1970, 1976), Swain
(1979), and Tempel (1981), one of the functions
of phenolic substances, notably tannins, is to
defend the plant against herbivory, because those
compounds precipitate the animals� digestive en-
zymes, and are thus detrimental to their digestion.
Additionally, it cannot be ruled out that phenolic
compounds are also present as defense agents
against attack by microorganisms, which can
otherwise infect lesions caused by the activities
of the mining insect. Phenolic compounds are
known to have anti-pathogen properties (Hagerman
& Butler, 1989). Some phytophagous insects are
capable of detoxifying quantitative chemical
defenses. Others, in contrast, are physiologically
adapted to tannins and other polyphenols, such as
lignin (Panda & Khush, 1995).

That adaptation can, in part, explain the sec-
tioning of the vascular system by the mining larva
found in R. riparia, at least during its later stages.

Another important observation revealed by
the present structural analysis is the absence of
new tissue formation in the mine of R. riparia.
According to Mani (1964), in many mines the plant
tissues remain relatively passive, while in others
they react with some cell proliferation. That author
observed that new tissue is formed in the proximity
of vascular tissue, some distance away from the
mining agent. He also pointed out that the neoplasic
tissue is apparently the result of purely mechanical
factors, and there is no specific relationship with
the larvae of the leaf mine. In other cases, Mani
(1964) noted that larvae first mine the midrib and
then produce several lateral galleries. In later
stages, the larva may return to the central mine
and feed on regenerated tissues. Such tissues cor-
respond structurally to the nutritive tissue found
in galls. These facts corroborate what was postu-
lated by Hering (1951), that mines are galls at an
incipient stage of differentiation.

In many species of Asteraceae, there are ca-
ses where the insect forms a mine during part of
its development, forming a gall at subsequent
stages, as in those induced by Tephritidae in Cir-
sium arvense (Lalonde & Shorthouse, 1984) and
Solidago canadensis (Weis & Abrahamson,
1986). In floral galls of Inula salicina, caused
by Myopites blotii (Rohfristch & Arnold-Rinehart,
1991), the larva mines only during the first and
second larval stages, and feeds on the young cells
of the tissue of the host plant. It stops mining upon

reaching the vascular cambium. At that point, new
tissues with large cells are formed. The latter are
called nutritive tissue cells (which are similar to
typical nutritive gall tissues). Although it was not
possible to establish the cycle of the lepidopteran
studied herein, it can be stated that it definitely
behaves as a miner, at least in the stage available
for this study.

In addition to their importance as occasional
crop pests, mining insects are interesting organisms
because of their peculiar feeding behavior � endo-
phytophagy. This is not restricted to mining
insects, since gall-forming insects are also
endophytophagous. The difference between the
two kinds of endophytophagy is based on the
absence, in the mine, of growth and neoformation
of tissues in the host plant, whereas in the galls
there is atypical growth and formation of neoplasic
tissues. Morphological and anatomical studies
are therefore fundamental to a better understan-
ding of these structures.

This study characterized the formation of a
lepidopteronome in R. riparia, based upon the
absence of neoformed tissues for the feeding of
the larva. The mine reported in the present work
can also be categorized as parenchymatic (most
of the consumed tissues were parenchymatous),
although the mining larva also consumes small
sectors of the vascular system. In this gall, the
epidermis remains intact, but forms a protective
layer for the mining insect.
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