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Congenital Zika virus syndrome
Síndrome da infecção congênita pelo vírus Zika
Síndrome de la infección congénita del virus Zika
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Dear Editors,
The recent paper on congenital Zika virus syndrome is 
very interesting 1. Indeed, congenital Zika virus infec-
tion has been proven and has become a major global 
concern. The teratogenic effect of the virus can cause 
severe neurological problems for the fetus in utero if the 
pregnant mother becomes infected. There are nonethe-
less many new concerns about congenital Zika virus 
syndrome. First, not all infected pregnant women will 
end up giving birth to an abnormal infant. In previous 
outbreaks outside of South America, this problem nev-
er emerged: in areas with very high seropositive rates 
among local people in Southeast Asia, for example, 
there have never been reports of abnormal infants born 
to infected mothers 2. Furthermore, in affected cases, 
not all affected infants die. Some infants might manifest 
significant clinical problems ranging from a severe dis-
ability to just neurosensory hearing loss 3. This implies 
that there might be various degrees of congenital Zika 
virus syndrome and that ethnic genetic background 
may have an important role to play. In cases of exist-
ing congenital Zika virus syndrome, there is a shortage 
of extensive research about other possible concurrent 
congenital infections that may cause the syndrome.
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