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Dear Editor,
We read the study by Zhu X-D et al.1 with great 

interest. The study demonstrated that miR-125a-5p 
could inhibit cancer stem cell phenotype and epithe-
lial to mesenchymal transition in glioblastoma. The 
author concluded that miR-125a-5p might be a novel 
therapy target for glioblastoma. This study disclosed 
the involvement of miRNA in the progression of glio-
blastoma, providing potential approaches for glioblas-
toma treatment and prevention. Considering the high 
prevalence and lethality of glioblastoma in the popula-
tion, it is of great clinical significance to explore novel 
therapeutic targets for glioblastoma treatment. How-
ever, in our opinion, more studies should be conducted 
so that the conclusion could be more convincing.

To begin with, different study groups have identi-
fied that lots of miRNAs play a vital role in glioblas-
toma pathogenesis2 and epithelial to mesenchymal 
transition3. Therefore, the bioinformatics method is a 
better way of finding different expressions of miRNAs 
between glioblastoma tissues and adjacent normal tis-
sues. Additionally, the results of scratch wound-heal-
ing motility assays and transwell migration assays 
should be displayed to confirm that miR-125a-5p may 

suppress migration and invasion of glioblastoma.
Although a large number of studies have revealed 

that miRNAs have different functions in the pathogen-
esis of various diseases, few miRNAs have been actu-
ally applied as a therapy target. The main advantage 
of the use of miRNAs as a therapy target is that they 
might influence different physiological and patholog-
ical conditions, including chronic inflammation and 
other non-tumor pathologies4. Therefore, further ani-
mal studies should be conducted to confirm the overall 
effect of miR-125a-5p on epithelial to mesenchymal 
transition in glioblastoma.
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