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Abstract Objective To analyze the effect of combined training (CT) in postural control and gait
parameters in postmenopausal women.
Methods A parallel-group, randomized, control study was conducted with 16 weeks
of combined training (n¼ 16) versus a non-training control group (n¼12) in postmen-
opausal women (aged 59.3�8.0). Pre and postintervention assessments included
postural control (using an AMTI force platform – Advanced Mechanical Technology,
Inc., Watertown, MA, USA) and gait impairments (using baropodometry). In addition,
the upper limb strength and abdominal tests, as well as aerobic capacity, assessed
functional indicators.
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Introduction

Postmenopausal women present postural control impair-
ments when standing across a variety of conditions (e.g.,
bipedal and semi-tandem; eyes open and closed).1–10 Gait
impairments are also observed in this population, with slow
gait velocity and long double support time.11,12 Impairments
in postural control and gait may result in difficulty in
managing daily activities and increase the risk of falls. Socio-
demographic (e.g., age) and functional changes (e.g., previ-
ous falls) are associated with these impairments in postural
control and gait.13 In addition, postmenopausal women’s
postural control and gait performance can be influenced
by other health and physical indicators such as body mass
index, body composition changes, and physical fitness.14

Many of these physical indicators can be avoided and/or
minimized by physical exercise programs, an important
non-pharmacological strategy.15

Different types of physical exercise programs have been
shown to improve the health and physical indicators in
postmenopausal women,16–25 and promote improvements
in postural control22,23 and gait performance.24,25 Specifi-
cally, 8 weeks of aerobic exercise intervention effectively
improved several aspects of balance control in older wom-
en.23 In addition to the benefits of aerobic exercise, a meta-
analysis indicated that strength exercises promote signifi-
cant and large effect size (0.84–confidence interval¼0.52–
1.56) improvements in gait velocity.25 In addition, improve-
ments in leg strength after strength exercisewere superior to
those observed after aerobic exercise. After strengthening
exercises, leg extension and flexion strength improvements
may contribute to meaningful improvements in static and
dynamic balance control.26

The impact of different exercise programs in postural
control and gait in older women is promising. Moreover,
there is a need to further understand and examine the

Results The CT intervention in postmenopausal women resulted in improved gait
(stride length (p¼0.006); speed (p¼ 0.013); double support time (p¼0.045); and
improved postural control (displacement area of postural sway in a normal base of
support with eyes open (p¼0.006). Combined training increased functional indicators
(abdominal - p¼0.031; aerobic capacity - p¼0.002).
Conclusion In conclusion, combined aerobic plus strength training effectively im-
proved gait and balance control in older women. The postmenopausal women from the
CT group walked faster and with bigger steps after the intervention than the control
group. In addition, they presented decreased postural sway in standing and decreased
the percentage of double support time while walking, which means improved static
and dynamic balance control and functional indicators.

Resumo Objetivo Analisar o efeito do treinamento combinado (TC) no controle postural e nos
parâmetros da marcha em mulheres na pós-menopausa.
Métodos Foi realizado um estudo controlado randomizado de grupos paralelos com
16 semanas de treinamento combinado (n¼ 16) versus um grupo controle sem
treinamento (n¼ 12) em mulheres na pós-menopausa (59,3�8,0 anos). As avaliações
pré e pós-intervenção incluíram controle postural (usando a plataforma de força AMTI)
e deficiências da marcha (usando baropodometria). Além disso, os testes de força de
membros superiors e abdominal, bem como a capacidade aeróbica, avaliaram
indicadores funcionais.
Resultados A intervenção do TC em mulheres na pós-menopausa resultou em
melhora da marcha (comprimento da passada (p¼0,006), velocidade (p¼0,013),
tempo de apoio duplo (p¼0,045) e controle postural aprimorado (área de desloca-
mento da oscilação postural em base de apoio normal com olhos abertos (p¼0,006). O
TC aumentou os indicadores funcionais (abdominal - p¼ 0,031; capacidade aeróbia -
p¼0,002).
Conclusão Em conclusão, oTC de força e aeróbico melhorou efetivamente o controle
da marcha e do equilíbrio em mulheres idosas. As mulheres na pós-menopausa do
grupo CT caminharam mais rápido e com passos maiores após a intervenção do que o
grupo controle. Além disso, elas apresentaram redução da oscilação postural em pé e
do percentual de tempo de apoio duplo durante a caminhada, o que significa melhora
no controle do equilíbrio estático e dinâmico e dos indicadores funcionais.

Palavras-chave

► exercício físico
► menopausa
► equilíbrio
► treinamento

concorrente
► marcha
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possible positive effects of other exercises. For Instance, we
have shown that combining aerobic and strength exercises
(combined training - CT) is important to improve postural
control after 12 weeks of training in older women (over
60 years old).27 Based upon all these results, we wondered
about the possible benefits of CT on posture and gait for
postmenopausal women.

Due to metabolic changes, postmenopausal women ex-
perience an accumulation of total, hip, and trunk fat, which
affects posture,28 leading to an increase in the risk of
falls and fractures,3 and this condition may be associated
with frailty.29 The CT is an efficient training strategy for
changing body composition, increasing lean mass, and
reducing fat, especially in the trunk.19 Therefore, CT might
constitute an important training protocol to improve pos-
tural control and gait parameters. Thus, the purpose of this
study was to examine the effects of a 16-week CT protocol
on postural control and gait performance in postmeno-
pausal women.

Methods

This study was a prospective, parallel-group, randomized,
controlled study with 16 weeks of CT versus a control (C)
group. Subjects had pre and postintervention anthropomet-
ric, postural control and gait performance assessments, and
functional indicators performed during the week before and
after the interventions. All the procedures were approved by
the Institutional Ethical Committee (protocol 388.070), fol-
lowing the Declaration of Helsinki.30 Also, the study was
registered in the Brazilian databases of clinical trial (RBR-
9CBP8S). Furthermore, all participants agreed and signed the
consent form prior to enrolment in the study.

Subjects were invited through newspaper and television
advertising to participate in the study, and, after phone
contact, an appointment was scheduled for a more detailed
screening interview. The inclusion criteria were: (a) post-
menopausal women, without a menstrual cycle for at least
1 year; (b) to be between the ages of 50 and 79 on the date of
the evaluation; (c) medical authorization to participate in
the training; (d) no physical limitations or health problems
that could prohibit the completion of the assessments and
exercise intervention (e.g., uncontrolled diabetes, hyperten-
sion, or rheumatoid arthritis); (e) no participation in any
systematic physical exercise for at least 6 months before the
study; (f) no history of hormone replacement therapy. The
exclusion criteria were accumulated 3 consecutive absences
or 4 non-consecutive absences in the intervention for
1 month. After this initial screening, participants were
allocated randomly to one group (CT or C).31 Simple ran-
domization techniques were used for allocation (1:1), which
ensures that trial participants have an equal chance of being
allocated to a treatment group by a researcher who was
blinded to the group allocation.

►Fig. 1 (Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials [CON-
SORT] flowchart) shows the recruitment procedures. A total
of 361 postmenopausal women registered for the first call,
and 131 attended the initial screening meeting. Of these,

61 postmenopausal women were excluded (40 postmeno-
pausal women did not meet the inclusion criteria and 21
refused to participate in the study). After this initial screening,
48postmenopausalwomenperformedbaseline testsandwere
randomized to one of the groups (CT or C). The participants
allocated to the CT group should present medical authoriza-
tion to participate in the training routine. During the inter-
vention period, 20 participants dropped out of CT (n¼8),
dropped out of 33.3% and C (n¼12), dropped out of 50%.
The reasons for dropouts included health problems,
personal/family problems; unspecified reasons, which led to
failure to participate in the final assessment. Using an effect
size for gait velocity (partial eta squared¼0.24), an α value of
5%, a 98% power to our sample size was detected.

The CT group (age¼59.1�8.1 years; height¼155.8�6.4
cm) involved strength and aerobic training in each exercise
session. Subjects exercised for 90minutes, 3 times per week
for 16 weeks. Before each exercise session, participants
performed 5minutes of warm-up exercises and 5minutes
of stretching at the end of the training session.

Before starting the program, participants performed
2 weeks of equipment and training routine familiarization
(without load). The exerciseswere performed 3 times aweek
(Monday, Wednesday, and Friday) for 90minutes a day. They
were comprised of 5minutes of warm-up, 50minutes of
resistance training, 30minutes of aerobic training, and
5minutes of stretching at the end. After that, participants
exercised for 16 weeks, keeping the same frequency and
time. All sessions were supervised by a professional of
physical education or physiotherapist. The protocol training
is described below.

Strength training was composed of the following exer-
cises: leg extension; 45° leg press; leg curl; bench press;
seated row; triceps extension; arm curl; arm side elevation
with dumbbells, and abdominal exercises, according to Rossi
et al.19 The exercise routine was performed always in the
same gym. The intensity of strength training was controlled
through the zone of maximum repetitions. The series was
executed until momentary exhaustion (e.g., the repetitions
should be between 12 to 15 repetitions maximum). The load
was increased when the participants executed more than 15
repetitions to have the training zone respected.19 The
strength training program consisted of 4 progressive phases:
phase 1–1st to 4th weeks, 12 to 15 repetitions, 3 sets per
exercise; phase 2: 5th to 8th weeks, 10 to 12 repetitions, 3 sets
per exercise; phase 3–9th to 12th weeks, 8 to 10 repetitions, 3
sets per exercise; phase 4–13th to 16th weeks, 8 repetitions, 3
sets per exercise. For all weeks, the participants had a 60-
second break between sets. The 20-point scale, as standard-
ized by Borg et al.,32 was used to determine the rate per-
ceived effort (RPE) after each training session.

Aerobic training involved walking in an external environ-
ment. The intensity was performed using the critical velocity
protocol,33,34 already used in our previous studies with
postmenopausal women.16,20,35,36 The critical velocity was
determined by having subjects walk as quickly as possible 3
different distances (400, 800, and 1,200 m) on a running
track on 3 different and non-consecutive days. The time for
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performing the distance was recorded (digital stopwatch –

model S810i or RS800, Polar Electro, Espoo, Finland). The
relationship between the distance (m) and the exercise time
(s) was linearly adjusted, andwe assumed the critical veloci-
ty to be the slope of this model,37 which is the intensity of
aerobic training.38 Women walked at 60 to 70% from their
critical velocity during the training sections.

The participants were instructed to refrain from struc-
tured train–ng program and tomaintain their regular dietary
intake during the intervention.

The C group (age¼59.7�8.2 years; height¼155.8�6.7
cm) were instructed to avoid changing their activities or
starting any new exercise program for 18 weeks (between
the initial and final assessments of the research).

Anthropometric measurements were composed of body
weight and height measurements. Bodyweight was obtained
using an electronic scale (Filizola PL 50 - Filizola Ltda.,
Fortaleza, CE, Brazil) (accuracy of 0.1 kg) and height using a
stadiometer (Sanny, São Paulo, SP, Brazil) (accuracy of 0.1 cm
and length of 2.20 m).

Postural control during standing was tested by measuring
postural sway using an AMTI force platform (model-
BP600400–AdvancedMechanicalTechnology, Inc.,Watertown,
MA, USA) and AMTI-NetForce software (Advanced Mechanical
Technology, Inc.. The participants were evaluated under two
support bases (normal base with feet parallel at shoulder
width and semi-tandem stance) and two visual conditions
(eyes open and eyes closed), resulting in four conditions.

Fig. 1 Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials (CONSORT) flowchart of study participants through the 16-week study. CT, combined
training; CG, control group.
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The participants were asked to stand upright on the force
platform, barefoot, and stand as still as possible, with arms
downat the sides of thebody for 30 seconds. In the eyes-open
condition, they were asked to fixate on a target (white tape –
2�5 cm) placed on the wall, 2-m away, at their eye level. In
the eyes-closed condition, participants keep their eyes open
in the dark while wearing a pair of goggles covered with
black tape, preventing the availability of any visual cues. The
order of the conditions was randomly defined.

The center of pressure displacement was recorded at a
frequency of 100Hz. Customized routines written in MATLAB
(TheMathWorks Inc., Natick, USA)were used tofilter (second-
order Butterworth digital filter, cut off frequency of 5Hz) the
center of pressure data in bothmedial-lateral (ML) and anteri-
or-posterior (AP) directions. The center of pressure ellipse area
(95% of total area) was used to quantify postural control.

The gait performance was assessed using a 2-m baro-
podometry gait mat (FootWork Pro - AM cube, Gargas,
France). Participants walked along an 8-m walkway, in
which the baropodometry mat was arranged in the center
with 3m before and after it for acceleration and decelera-
tion, respectively. The participants were instructed to walk
at their preferred velocity throughout the walkway, per-
forming three repetitions each way. Data from the baro-
podometry were obtained at 200Hz frequency and
analyzed by Software Footwork Pro (IST Informatique,
Gargas, France). Gait performance was quantified as stride
length, stride time, gait velocity, and double support time
(percent of gait cycle).39

As functional indicators, we adopted the tests of a) upper
limb strength, b) Abdominal, and c) Aerobic capacity. This
protocol was described in a preview study.40

Normality assumption was confirmed (Shapiro-Wilk
test), the estimated sphericity was verified (Mauchly’s W
test), and, when necessary, the Greenhouse-Geisser correc-
tionwas used. For each outcomemeasure, a mixed between-
group–within-subject multivariate analyses of variance
(MANOVA and ANOVA) were employed, having as factors,
group (control and CT) and the two evaluation sessions (pre
and posttraining), this last factor treated as a repeated
measure. When necessary, univariate analyses and posthoc
tests, with Bonferroni adjustments, were employed. The
partial eta squared (ηp2) was reported for time, group and
interaction effects, and the threshold values were>0.001
(small),>0.06 (moderate), and>0.14 (large). All statistical

analysis was performed using the IBM SPSS Statistics for
Windows, version 21.0 (IBM Corp., Armonk, NY, USA). We
adopted a significance level p � 0.05.

Results

►Table 1 presents mean (� SD) values of body weight and
functional indicators for both groups and evaluations and the
group. There were no statistically significant differences be-
tween groups at baseline for all variables investigated
(p>0.05). For functional indicators, there were statistically
significant interactions in the abdominal test (F¼5.53,
p¼0.029, ηp2¼0.22) and aerobic capacity (F¼6.78,
p¼0.017, ηp2¼0.25). Posthoc tests showed that the CT group
increased repetitions in the abdominal test posttraining com-
pared with baseline (p¼0.031) with higher values than the C
group (p¼0.006), and the CT group showed lower time
in seconds in the aerobic capacity comparedwith the C group
(p¼0.002). Formuscle strength in the upper limb, therewas a
main effect of time (F¼17.23, p<0.001, ηp2¼0.46) and
significant difference between groups (F¼8.20, p¼0.010, ηp2

¼0.29) but no interaction was observed. There were no main
effects of time or statistically significant differences between
groups or interactions for body weight (p>0.05).

►Fig. 2 depicts postural sway ellipse area mean values for
both groups and evaluations for both stance position and
visual conditions. In the normal stance position, MANOVA
revealed significant pre-post assessment effect (Wilks Lambda
¼0.697, F (2.25)¼8.10,p¼0.002)with a significant groupand
assessment interaction (Wilks Lambda¼0.736, (2.25)¼4.48,
p¼0.02). Univariate analyses showed an effect of assessment
occurred for both eyes open (panel A) (F¼5.05, p¼0.033,
ηp2¼0.16) and eyes closed (panel B) (F¼16.39, p<0.001,
ηp2¼0.38) conditions showed that the ellipse area was larger
in the post than in the preassessment. Additionally, univariate
analyses showed that an interaction effect occurred only in
the eyes-open condition (F¼8.967, p¼0.006, ηp2¼0.25), and
Bonferroni posthoc tests showed a significant ellipse area
increase in the C group, postevaluation (p¼0.002), but no
difference in the CT group. In the semi-tandem position with
eyes open (panel C), therewas no significant difference (Wilks
Lambda¼0.786, F (2.25)¼3.39, p¼0.543), but univariate
analyses showed an effect of group only in the eyes-closed
condition (F¼5.356, p¼0.029, ηp2¼0.17), with the C group
showing larger sway than the CT group (panel D).

Table 1 Mean (� SD) values of body weight and functional indicators for both groups and evaluations and the group and
evaluation interaction p-values

Variables Control group (n¼ 12) CT group (n¼16) P-value

Pre Post Pre Post

Body weight (kg) 65.0�11.4 65.5� 11.6 68.1� 8.9 68.1�9.1 0.446

Muscle strength (repetitions) 20.2�4.3 22.6� 4.0 23.5� 3.5 27.1�2.8 0.332

Abdominal (repetitions) 6.0� 8.7 4.7� 5.7 6.1�9.5 13.1�9.3
�
£ 0.029

Aerobic capacity (seconds) 499.2�44.6 503.8�41.1 500.4� 27.5 469.4� 40.3£ 0.017

Abbreviations: CT, combined training.
�¼ Bonferroni posthoc test with p-value< 0.05 compared with Pre; £¼ Bonferroni posthoc test with p-value< 0.05 compared with the control group.
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►Fig. 3 depicts values of gait performance for both groups,
pre and postevaluation. For gait velocity (panel A), ANOVA
showed a significant pre-post assessment effect (F¼10.432,
p¼0.004, ηp2¼0.31) and a significant group and assessment
interaction (F¼7.169, p¼0.013, ηp2¼0.24). Posthoc tests
showed that the CT group increased gait velocity posteval-
uation (p<0.001). Similar results were observed for the
stride length (panel B), with ANOVA revealing evaluation
effect (F¼10.173, p¼0.004, ηp2¼0.31), and group and
assessment interaction (F¼9.037, p¼0.006, ηp2¼0.28). Post-
hoc tests showed that the CT group increased stride length
postassessment (p<0.001). For stride time (panel C), ANOVA
revealed only a significant assessment effect (F¼7.294,
p¼0.013, ηp2¼0.24), with both groups reducing stride dura-
tion, when comparing post and preevaluation. Finally, for the
double support time (panel D), ANOVA revealed only a group
by evaluation interaction (F¼4.508, p¼0.045, ηp2¼0.16).
Posthoc tests showed that the CT group reduced double
support duration post-evaluation (p¼0.006).

Discussion

This study aimed to examine the effects of a 16-week of CT
training protocol on postural control and gait performance in
postmenopausal women. The 16 weeks of CT intervention

improved gait performance in this cohort. In addition, pos-
tural sway increased in the C group but not the CT group.
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first study to show
the effects of CT on gait and postural control in postmeno-
pausal women.

Postmenopausal women walked faster, with longer steps
and with shorter double support time after the CT interven-
tion. Conversely, post-menopausal women from the control
group did not show any gait change. Dias et al. also observed
an increase in gait speed in postmenopausal women after
12 weeks of 2 strength-training protocols (cluster-set and
traditional inter-repetitions rest method).41 Our results,
however, add to the existing knowledge showing that such
walking velocity increase was due to longer steps and a
tendency of shorter stride duration. Thus, the CT interven-
tion promotes several improvements in gait parameters that
allow postmenopausal women to walk faster.

Our results also showed that postmenopausal women
decreased the double support duration after the CT training
protocol compared with pretraining. A shorter double sup-
port duration during walking improves gait stability. Aragão-
Santos et al. also found gait speed increase in postmeno-
pausal women after element-based functional and task-
specific-based functional training protocols but did not
find improvements in gait stability.42 Thus, the CT training

Fig. 2 Comparation of center of pressure ellipse area. CT, combined training – Panel A: Normal base of support eyes open. Panel B: Normal base
of support eyes closed. �¼ Bonferroni posthoc test with p-value< 0.05 compared with pre. #¼main difference between groups.
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seems to contribute even further than other interventional
protocols in terms of improving gait stability, but this issue
requires future research. Another important issue related to
the CT protocol employed in this study was that postmeno-
pausal women performed the aerobic training walking in an
external environment, which improved aerobic capacity by
providing a specific stimulus for neural adaptations required
for walking in the real world.26

The CT protocol did not impact the postural sway,
although the C group increased their postural sway after
12 weeks without intervention. The center of pressure
displacement ellipse area, under the normal base of support
and eyes-open condition, showed that while women en-
rolled in the 16-week CT maintained the same ellipse
area, women in the C group increased the ellipse area.
Despite being characterized by large variability, a similar
tendency (p¼0.090) was observed in the normal base with
eyes closed. Thus, the CT employed in this study avoided
performance deterioration in postmenopausal womenwhen
standing in a normal position. Such observation corroborates
previous suggestions that exercise prevents postmenopausal
’women’s postural control system deterioration,43 and,
especially in women over 50 years.44

We hypothesized that CT could improve muscle strength
leading to better postural control performance.45 However,

our results did not improve postural sway between pre and
posttraining in the normal stance and semi-tandem stance,
although CT improved functional indicators observed by the
number of repetitions in the abdominal test and aerobic
capacity; thus, the increase in strength in the abdominal
region could have influenced postural control performance
in the CT group, since, in this region, both the external and
internal forces act directly to accelerate or decelerate the
body. Perhaps amore challenging postural condition, such as
tandem or one-legged stance, would have improved postural
control with increased leg and trunk strength. Nevertheless,
the CT group showed better postural control performance
than the C group, which corroborates results observed after
32 weeks of strength training.26 Furthermore, besides the
improvements in gait and lack of deterioration of postural
control showed in the present study,womenwho practice CT
have other benefits demonstrated in other studies, such as
improvements in body composition, with a decrease in body
fat mass and increase in lean mass,19 and improvements in
strength46 and cardiovascular condition.47

Our study has limitations: the absence of lower limb
muscle strength and body composition assessments. In
addition, the functional test used in the present study can
be enough toidentify an improvement in upper body
strength; therefore, maybe a more specific test, such as the

Fig. 3 Comparation of gait parameters. m/s¼meters per second. CT¼ combined training – Panel A: Gait velocity; Panel B: Stride length; Panel
C: Stride time; Panel D: Double support. �¼ Bonferroni posthoc test with p-value< 0.05 compared with pre. $¼Main effect of assessment.

Rev Bras Ginecol Obstet Vol. 45 No. 8/2023 © 2023. Federação Brasileira de Ginecologia e Obstetrícia. All rights reserved.

Combined Aerobic and Strength Training Improves Dynamic Stability and can Prevent against Static Stability Decline
in Postmenopausal Women Marques et al. 471



1RM test, would have shown better benefits for upper body
strength. Nevertheless, the present study contributes to the
literature, since professionals who work with postmeno-
pausal women should include combined aerobic and
strength exercises that may improve gait speed and stability.
Improvement in dynamic stability when walking can reduce
the risk of falls, fractures,48 consequent hospitalization
as well as decrease difficulty in mobility and in the perfor-
mance of daily activities.49 Furthermore, we suggest that
future randomized control trials are performed, analyzing
gait and balance control according to body composition and
fitness capacity.

Conclusion

Combined training (aerobic plus strength) improved gait
variables and avoided the postural control decline after
16 weeks of intervention in postmenopausal women. In addi-
tion, the women from the CT group walked faster and with
bigger steps after the intervention than the those in the C
group, and they decreased the percentage of double support
time and showed improvement of functional indicators.

Contributions
ACFM, FER, LMN: Conceptualization,methodology, formal
analysis, investigation, writing original draft, writing
review and editing, and visualization. ACFM, FER, LMN,
TAD, IAM, JAB, FBH, IFFJ: Methodology, writing of the
original draft, and writing of review editing. ACFM, FER,
LMN, TAD, IAM, JAB, FBH, IFFJ.: Conceptualization, meth-
odology, formal analysis, writing original draft, writing
review: CFM, FER; IFFJ: Supervision. All authors contrib-
uted to the article and approved the submitted version.

Conflict of Interests
The authors have no conflict of interests to declare.

Acknowledgments
Members of the evaluation laboratory and all patients
included in the research. FAPESP and CNPq.

References
1 Hita-Contreras F, Martínez-Amat A, Cruz-Díaz D, Pérez-López FR.

Fall prevention in postmenopausal women: the role of Pilates
exercise training. Climacteric. 2016;19(03):229–233

2 Hoke M, Omar NB, Amburgy JW, Self DM, Schnell A, Morgan S,
et al. Impact of exercise on bone mineral density, fall prevention,
and vertebral fragility fractures in postmenopausal osteoporotic
women. J Clin Neurosci. 2020;76:261–263

3 Barron RL, Oster G, Grauer A, Crittenden DB, Weycker D. Deter-
minants of imminent fracture risk in postmenopausal women
with osteoporosis. Osteoporos Int. 2020;31(11):2103–2111

4 Afrin N, Sund R, Honkanen R, Koivumaa-Honkanen H, RikkonenT,
Williams L, Kröger H. A fall in the previous 12 months predicts
fracture in the subsequent 5 years in postmenopausal women.
Osteoporos Int. 2020;31(05):839–847

5 Cunha-Borges JL, Mier GM, Casas N, Medina A, Molina JF, García
ML, et al. Baseline characteristics of postmenopausalwomenwith
osteoporosis treated with teriparatide in a real-world setting in
Latin America: a subregional analysis from the Asia and Latin

America Fracture Observational Study (ALAFOS). Adv Rheumatol.
2019;59(01):46

6 Chen CH, Elsalmawy AH, Ish-Shalom S, Lim SJ, Al-Ali NS, Cunha-
Borges JL, et al. Study description and baseline characteristics of
the population enrolled in amultinational, observational study of
teriparatide in postmenopausal women with osteoporosis: the
Asia and Latin America Fracture Observational Study (ALAFOS).
Curr Med Res Opin. 2019;35(06):1041–1049. Doi: 10.1007/
s00198-020-05294-3 10.1080/03007995.2018.1552576

7 Mohebi S, Torkaman G, Bahrami F, Darbani M. Postural instability
and position of the center of pressure into the base of support in
postmenopausal osteoporotic and nonosteoporotic women with
and without hyperkyphosis. Arch Osteoporos. 2019;14(01):58

8 Stolzenberg N, Felsenberg D, Belavy DL. Postural control is
associated with muscle power in post-menopausal women with
low bone mass. Osteoporos Int. 2018;29(10):2283–2288

9 Hita-Contreras F, Zagalaz-Anula N, Martínez-Amat A, Cruz-Díaz
D, Sánchez-Montesinos I, Aibar-Almazán A, Lomas-Vega R. Sleep
quality and its association with postural stability and fear of
falling among Spanish postmenopausal women. Menopause.
2018;25(01):62–69. Doi: 10.1097/gme.0000000000000941

10 Fuentes-Márquez P, Rodríguez-Torres JR, ValenzaMC, Ortíz-Rubio
A, Ariza-MateosMJ, Cabrera-Martos I. Balance ability and posture
in postmenopausal womenwith chronic pelvic pain. Menopause.
2018;25(07):783–788. Doi: 10.1097/gme.0000000000001086

11 Woollacott M, Shumway-Cook A. Attention and the control
of posture and gait: a review of an emerging area of research.
Gait Posture. 2002;16(01):1–14. Doi: 10.1016/s0966-6362(01)
00156-4

12 Prieto TE, Myklebust JB, Hoffmann RG, Lovett EG, Myklebust BM.
Measures of postural steadiness: differences between healthy
young and elderly adults. IEEE Trans Biomed Eng. 1996;43(09):
956–966. Doi: 10.1109/10.532130

13 Zhao J, Liang G, Huang H, Zeng L, Yang W, Pan J, Liu J. Identifica-
tion of risk factors for falls in postmenopausal women: a
systematic review and meta-analysis. Osteoporos Int. 2020;31
(10):1895–1904

14 Ambikairajah A, Walsh E, Tabatabaei-Jafari H, Cherbuin N. Fat
mass changes during menopause: a metaanalysis. Am J Obstet
Gynecol. 2019;221(05):393–409.e50. Doi: 10.1016/j.ajog.2019.
04.023

15 LadduDR,Wertheim BC, Garcia DO, Brunner R, Groessl E, Shadyab
AH, et al. Associations Between Self-Reported Physical Activity
and Physical PerformanceMeasures Over Time in Postmenopaus-
alWomen: TheWomen’s Health Initiative. J AmGeriatr Soc. 2017;
65(10):2176–2181. Doi: 10.1111/jgs.14991

16 Rossi FE, Fortaleza ACS, Neves LM, Diniz TA, de Castro MR,
Buonani C, et al. Combined training (strength plus aerobic)
potentiates a reduction in body fat but only functional training
reduced low-density lipoprotein cholesterol in postmenopausal
womenwith a similar training load. J Exerc Rehabil. 2017;13(03):
322–329

17 Rossi FE, Diniz TA, Neves LM, Fortaleza ACS, Gerosa-Neto J, Inoue
DS, et al. The beneficial effects of aerobic and concurrent training
on metabolic profile and body composition after detraining: a 1-
year follow-up in postmenopausal women. Eur J Clin Nutr. 2017;
71(05):638–645

18 Neves LM, Fortaleza AC, Rossi FE, Diniz TA, Codogno JS, Gobbo LA,
et al. Functional training reduces body fat and improves function-
al fitness and cholesterol levels in postmenopausal women: a
randomized clinical trial. J Sports Med Phys Fitness. 2017;57(04):
448–456

19 Rossi FE, Fortaleza AC, Neves LM, Buonani C, Picolo MR, Diniz TA,
et al. Combined training (aerobic plus strength) potentiates a
reduction in body fat but demonstrates no difference on the lipid
profile in postmenopausal women when compared with aerobic
training with a similar training load. J Strength Cond Res. 2016;30
(01):226–234

Rev Bras Ginecol Obstet Vol. 45 No. 8/2023 © 2023. Federação Brasileira de Ginecologia e Obstetrícia. All rights reserved.

Combined Aerobic and Strength Training Improves Dynamic Stability and can Prevent against Static Stability Decline
in Postmenopausal Women Marques et al.472



20 Diniz T, Fortaleza A, Rossi F, Neves LM, Campo EZ, Freitas Junior IF,
et al. Short-term program of aerobic training prescribed using
critical velocity is effective to improve metabolic profile in
postmenopausal women. Sci Sports. 2016;31:95–102

21 Neves LM, Fortaleza ACDS, Rossi FE, Diniz TA, de CastroMR, de Aro
BL, et al. [Effect of a short-term functional training program on
body composition in postmenopausal women]. Rev Bras Ginecol
Obstet. 2014;36(09):404–409

22 Low DC, Walsh GS, Arkesteijn M. Effectiveness of Exercise Inter-
ventions to Improve Postural Control in Older Adults: A Systematic
Review and Meta-Analyses of Centre of Pressure Measurements.
Sports Med. 2017;47(01):101–112. Doi: 10.1007/s40279-016-
0559-0

23 Dunsky A, Yahalom T, Arnon M, Lidor R. The use of step aerobics
and the stability ball to improve balance and quality of life in
community-dwelling older adults – a randomized exploratory
study. Arch Gerontol Geriatr. 2017;71(71):66–74. Doi: 10.1016/j.
archger.2017.03.003

24 Okubo Y, Schoene D, Lord SR. Step training improves reaction
time, gait and balance and reduces falls in older people: a
systematic review and meta-analysis. Br J Sports Med. 2017;51
(07):586–593. Doi: 10.1136/bjsports-2015-095452

25 Hortobágyi T, LesinskiM, Gäbler M, VanSwearingen JM,Malatesta
D, Granacher U. Effects of Three Types of Exercise Interventions on
Healthy Old Adults’ Gait Speed: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis. Sports Med. 2015;45(12):1627–1643. Doi: 10.1007/
s40279-015-0371-2

26 Marques EA, Figueiredo P, Harris TB,Wanderley FA, Carvalho J. Are
resistance and aerobic exercise training equally effective at
improving knee muscle strength and balance in older women?
Arch Gerontol Geriatr. 2017;68:106–112

27 De Oliveira MR, da Silva RA, Dascal JB, Teixeira DC. Effect of
different types of exercise on postural balance in elderly women:
a randomized controlled trial. Arch Gerontol Geriatr. 2014;59
(03):506–514. Doi: 10.1016/j.archger.2014.08.009

28 Fortaleza ACDS, Rossi FE, Buonani C, Fregonesi CEPT, Neves LM,
Diniz TA, Freitas Júnior IF. [Total body and trunk fat mass and the
gait performance in postmenopausal women]. Rev Bras Ginecol
Obstet. 2014;36(04):176–181

29 Barrionuevo P, Kapoor E, Asi N, Alahdab F, Mohammed K, Benk-
hadra K, et al. Efficacy of Pharmacological Therapies for the
Prevention of Fractures in Postmenopausal Women: A Network
Meta-Analysis. J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2019;104(05):1623-
–1630. Doi: 10.1210/jc.2019-00192

30 Goodyear MD, Krleza-Jeric K, Lemmens T. The declaration of
Helsinki. British Medical Journal Publishing Group, 2007

31 Egbewale BE. Random allocation in controlled clinical trials: a
review. J Pharm Pharm Sci. 2014;17(02):248–253

32 Borg G, Hassmén P, Lagerström M. Perceived exertion related to
heart rate and blood lactate during arm and leg exercise. Eur J
Appl Physiol Occup Physiol. 1987;56(06):679–685

33 Wakayoshi K, Yoshida T, Udo M, Harada T, Moritani T, Mutoh Y,
Miyashita M, et al. Does critical swimming velocity represent
exercise intensity at maximal lactate steady state? Eur J Appl
Physiol Occup Physiol. 1993;66(01):90–95

34 Diniz TA, Fortaleza ACS, Rossi FE, et al. Short-term program of
aerobic training prescribed using critical velocity is effective to
improve metabolic profile in postmenopausal women. Sci Sports.
2015;•••;. Doi: 10.1016/j.scispo.2015.03.006

35 De Rezende Barbosa MPDC, Vanderlei LCM, Neves LM, Neves LM,
Takahashi C, Torquato PRS, et al. Impact of functional training on
geometric indices and fractal correlation property of heart rate

variability in postmenopausal women. Ann Noninvasive Electro-
cardiol. 2018;23(01):e12469

36 Diniz TA, Rossi FE, Fortaleza ACS, Neves LM, Christofaro DGD,
Buonani C, et al. Changes in HDL-c concentrations after 16 weeks
of combined training in postmenopausal women: characteristics
of positive and negative responders. Appl Physiol Nutr Metab.
2018;43(01):38–44

37 Zagatto A, Kalva-Filho C, Loures J, et al. Anaerobic running
capacity determined from the critical velocity model is not
significantly associated with maximal accumulated oxygen defi-
cit in army runners. Sci Sports. 2013;28:e159–e165

38 Takahashi S, Wakayoshi K, Hayashi A, Sakaguchi Y, Kitagawa K. A
method for determining critical swimming velocity. Int J Sports
Med. 2009;30(02):119–123

39 Fortaleza ACDS, Chagas EF, Ferreira DMA, et al. Gait stability in
diabetic peripheral neuropathy. Rev Bras Cineantropom Desem-
penho Hum. 2014;16:427–436

40 Neves LM, Fortaleza ACDS, Rossi FE, Diniz TA, Codogno JS, Gobbo
LA, et al. Normative values of functional fitness in non-active
postmenopausal women. Rev Bras Cineantropom Desempenho
Hum. 2016;18:32–40

41 Dias RKN, Penna EM, Noronha ASN, Azevedo ABC, Barbalho M,
Gentil PV, et al. Cluster-sets resistance training induce similar
functional and strength improvements than the traditionalmeth-
od in postmenopausal and elderly women. Exp Gerontol. 2020;
138:111011

42 Aragão-Santos JC, de Resende-Neto AG, Da Silva-Grigoletto ME.
Different types of functional training on the functionality and
quality of life in postmenopausal women: a randomized and
controlled trial. J Sports Med Phys Fitness. 2020;60(09):1283-
–1290. Doi: 10.23736/s0022-4707.20.10995-2

43 Bazanova O, Kholodina N, Podoinikov AS, Nikolenko E. Stabilo-
metric, electromyographic, and electroencephalographic param-
eters in postmenopausal women depend on training support
afferentation. Hum Physiol. 2015;41:386–393

44 Gába A, Cuberek R, Svoboda Z, Chmelík F, Pelclová J, Lehnert M,
Frömel K. The effect of brisk walking on postural stability, bone
mineral density, body weight and composition in women over
50 years with a sedentary occupation: a randomized controlled
trial. BMC Womens Health. 2016;16(01):63

45 Orr R, Raymond J, Fiatarone Singh M. Efficacy of progressive
resistance training on balance performance in older adults : a
systematic review of randomized controlled trials. Sports Med.
2008;38(04):317–343. Doi: 10.2165/00007256-200838040-00004

46 Figueroa A, Park SY, Seo DY, Sanchez-Gonzalez MA, Baek YH.
Combined resistance and endurance exercise training improves
arterial stiffness, blood pressure, and muscle strength in post-
menopausal women. Menopause. 2011;18(09):980–984. Doi:
10.1097/gme.0b013e3182135442

47 Schroeder EC, Franke WD, Sharp RL, Lee DC. Comparative effec-
tiveness of aerobic, resistance, and combined training on cardio-
vascular disease risk factors: A randomized controlled trial. PloS
One. 2019;14(01):e0210292

48 Sherrington C, Michaleff ZA, Fairhall N, Paul SS, Tiedemann A,
Whitney J, et al. Exercise to prevent falls in older adults: an
updated systematic review and meta-analysis. Br J Sports Med.
2017;51(24):1750–1758

49 Hopewell S, Copsey B, Nicolson P, Adedire B, Boniface G, Lamb S.
Multifactorial interventions for preventing falls in older people
living in the community: a systematic review and meta-analysis
of 41 trials and almost 20 000 participants. Br J Sports Med. 2020;
54(22):1340–1350. Doi: 10.1136/bjsports-2019-100732

Rev Bras Ginecol Obstet Vol. 45 No. 8/2023 © 2023. Federação Brasileira de Ginecologia e Obstetrícia. All rights reserved.

Combined Aerobic and Strength Training Improves Dynamic Stability and can Prevent against Static Stability Decline
in Postmenopausal Women Marques et al. 473


