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A tireless researcher in psychopharmacology and a
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World psychiatry – and Brazilian psychiatry in particular –
are in mourning. We have lost one of our greatest
teachers and dearest friends. Professor João Romildo
Fanucci Bueno has left us, but his classes, his stories,
and his universal knowledge will remain in our hearts and
in our meetings forever.

On August 17, 2019, Professor Romildo passed away
suddenly, just 10 days after his 81st birthday. He
remained very active to the last, continuing his clinical
work and his leading role in the professional associative
life of the Brazilian Psychiatric Association (ABP).

Professor Romildo had a long and outstanding career
in psychiatry with a special interest in psychopharma-
cology, covering the areas of research, teaching, and
assistance, and serving as a leading mentor for many

generations of Brazilian psychiatrists. He was very clever
and recognized for his general knowledge of several
aspects of life not restricted to psychiatry. His charismatic
personality was characterized by constant curiosity,
a challenging attitude toward the status quo, and affection
for everyone, always with a friendly smile.

Professor Romildo was born in Cambuı́, in the Brazilian
state of Minas Gerais. He graduated from the Universi-
dade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) medical school –
then the National Faculty of Medicine – in 1964. Interested
early in his career in psychopharmacology and under the
mentorship of Professor Lauro Solero, a Brazilian phar-
macologist, he received a research fellowship from the
Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Cientı́fico e
Tecnológico (CNPq) for an internship at the Galesburg
State Research Hospital in Illinois, supervised by Professor
Harold E. Himwich, a leading researcher in biological
psychiatry at the time. During this period, he participated in
pivotal investigations into biological mechanisms under-
lying mental disorders and completed his psychiatric
training.

Returning to Brazil in 1965, he was appointed associate
professor at the UFRJ Institute of Psychiatry, where he
subsequently held several academic positions. To men-
tion a few, he was responsible for the Psychopharmaco-
logy discipline in the Graduate Program, participated in
the general management of the Institute as Vice-Director
for more than 15 years, and was the Editor-in-Chief of
Jornal Brasileiro de Psiquiatria for several years. Profes-
sor Romildo was also Head of the Department of Psy-
chiatry and Forensic Medicine from the Medical School of
UFRJ between 1990 to 1996. In 1979, he became full
professor of Psychiatry at the same institution until his
retirement 2005.

Professor Romildo published more than 100 articles,
book chapters, reviews, and papers in conference pro-
ceedings. In the 1960s, he was the lead author of semi-
nal papers on the pathophysiology of depression
(‘‘A dualistic approach to some biochemical problems in
endogenous depressions’’1) and schizophrenia (‘‘Behavioral
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and biochemical alterations in schizophrenic patients’’2).
Given his broad scientific interest, his publications
covered a wide range of subjects in the field of psy-
chiatry3,4 and even beyond.5 Of note, Professor Romildo
took part as investigator in the development programs
of several psychopharmacological agents launched in
recent years.6,7 Over the past year, he was enthusias-
tically involved in a long-term study he had closely fol-
lowed for over two decades.8

Finally, we cannot but mention the fundamental role
that Professor Romildo played in the development of our
association, the ABP, since its inception. He chaired the
ABP between 1983 and 1986, and was its treasurer from
2010 to 2016. He currently held the positions of Senior
Editor of the journal Debates in Psychiatry, Special Advisor
to the ABP Executive Board, and Secretary-Director of the
Latin American Psychiatric Association (APAL). Further-
more, he remained very active at his beloved ABP, and
was delighted to attend all meetings.

Dear Romildo, Brazilian psychiatry meetings will
certainly not be the same without your presence. But
you will always be in our stories and memories. When-
ever Brazilian psychiatrists come together, you will be
with them.

A great teacher and storyteller never dies. You will live
forever in our hearts.
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