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Leptogium sessile Vain., Ann. Acad. Sci. Fenn. ser. 
A IV Biologica 6(7): 108. 1915. Fig. 1a-e
Type: DOMINICA (WEST INDIA). SHAWFORD 
STATE: ad corticem arboris, 1896, W.R. Elliott 
1594p.p. (holotype: TUR-V 10791!; isotype: 
TUR-V 10792!). Fig. 1a,d,e

= Leptogium chloromelum var. crassius Nyl., Bull. 
Soc. Linn. Norm. 3(2): 5. 1869. Type: SOUTH 
AFRICA. DURBAN: Port-Natal, Miss Armstrong 
s/n. (holotype: H-NYL 41253!). Fig. 1b,c
Description and illustrations of the holotype: Vainio 
(1915), Sierk (1964) and Kitaura (2012).

Figure 1 – a-e. Leptogium species – a. L. sessile holotype (TUR-V 10791); b. L. chloromelum var. crassius holotype 
(holotype: H-NYL 41253); c. Apothecia detail of L. chloromelum var. crassius; d. Transversal section of L. sessile 
thallus; e. Transversal section of L. sessile apothecia. Scale bars: a,b = 5 mm; c = 1 mm; d = 50 µm; e = 100 µm.
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Leptogium sessile is characterized by its 
thickened thallus (115–190 µm thick), rugulose and 
wrinkled longitudinal lobes, as well as its immersed 
to sessile apothecia and amphithecium with circular 
ridges (Fig. 1c).

Leptogium chloromelum var. crassius was 
included in the list of synonyms of L. sessile after 
studying the type. The type L. chloromelum var. 
crassius (H-NYL 41253) is identical to the distal 
parts of the holotype of L. sessile (TUR-V 10791).

Vainio (1915) studied the material collected 
by W.R. Elliott and described L. sessile without 
mentioning the collector number. Later, Sierk 
(1964) reviewed the material studied by Vainio and 
considered W.R. Elliott’s material (now TUR-V 
10791) as lectotype during a study of Leptogium 
species from USA and Mexico.

Even so, Jørgensen found other material 
in the same herbarium: W.R. Elliott 1594 p.p. 
(TUR-V 11792), which had been identified as 
L. phyllocarpum. Jørgensen concluded that the 
TUR-V 11792 material is an isotype of the L. sessile 
and reported this fact on an annotation label, but 
he did not publish his discovery. During a visit to 
the Turku herbarium, this TUR-V 11792 material 
was analyzed and we found these comments on the 
labels with the material.

We collected these specimens on trunk of 
restinga shrubs.

Distribution: Leptogium sessile is a species 
with global distribution. In Brazil, there are state 
records for Rio Grande do Sul (Spielmann 2006) 
and São Paulo (Aptroot 2002).
Material examined: São Francisco do Sul, Parque 
Estadual do Acaraí, 26°17’28.6”S, 48°32’15.8”W, alt. 
6 m, on trunk, restinga, 6.X.2016, M.J. Kitaura 2590; 
7.X.2016, M.J. Kitaura 2640.

Leptogium subjuressianum Marcelli & Kitaura, 
Mycotaxon 120: 218. 2012.
Type: BRAZIL. RIO GRANDE DO SUL: 
Municipality of Tapes, on trunk of a tree, 5 m alt., 
29.I.1994, M.P. Marcelli 26459 (holotype: SP!).

Description and illustrations of the holotype: 
Kitaura & Marcelli (2012).

Leptogium subjuressianum is distinguishable 
according to its spongioid hairs on upper surface 
and rounded lobules on the margin of the thallus.

This specimen was collected on trunk of 
Araucaria forest.

Distribution: Leptogium subjuressianum 
is common in Brazil and usually collected from 
surfaces of tree trunks. The species has been 
collected from Tapes Municipality, Rio Grande do 

Sul state, to Alto Caparaó Municipality in Minas 
Gerais state (Kitaura & Marcelli 2012).
Material examined: São Bento do Sul, APA do Rio 
Vermelho-Humboldt, Araucaria Forest, corticolous, 
16.II.2013, E. Gumboski 4239b.
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