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Editorial

This issue of Saúde e Sociedade, starts off with a 
collection of articles that contribute to the cur-
rent political debate concerning the proposals of 
change to the SUS and its implications, especially 
in what regards the defense of the universal right 
to health. 

We introduce the debate with the article “So-
cial justice and equity in health: an approach 
centered in the functioning”, a theoretical essay 
that analyzes the conceptions of social justice 
linked to the issue of equity in health, addressed 
by the author as a political strategy aiming at 
“overcoming the inequities among those who have 
and those who have not attained the desired equity 
concerning the right to health.” This initial thou-
ght is followed by articles that put into question 
the universality of this right by discussing the use 
and access to health services by different social 
groups: prison population, foreigners and rural 
populations. These debates are presented here, 
not only in the context of diversity, heterogenei-
ty and inequity of the Brazilian population, but 
also regarding problems of similar nature faced 
in other countries of South America, as shown in 
the study about rural women’s access to maternal 
health in Argentina.

If the need to transform inequity situations 
in the equity desired is evident in these articles, 
two of them point to possibilities of social justice 
through the economic and political dimensions 
of redistribution. The first, by analyzing social 
control in health, and the second, through an essay 
on the Conditioned Income Transfer Programs of 
different countries.

The theme of (in)justice also goes over issues of 
use and access to natural resources, in particular 
water, object of not only environmental but also 
political and economic debate, and currently in the 
spotlight due to the water shortage faced by the 
State of São Paulo.

In the article “Environmental conflicts and 
the waters of the São Francisco river”, the au-
thors discuss the processes of “environmental 

DOI  10.1590/S0104-12902015244100

injustice”, highlighting the relationships be-
tween the use of natural resources, political 
domination and economic appropriation, aspects 
that tend to aggravate other conflicts involving 
vulnerable population groups. Therefore, the 
article relates to those previously mentioned 
by discussing the access to and use of water, in 
close relation to health, from the perspective of 
social determinants. 

The interface between environmental, health 
and labor issues is brought to light in articles that 
discuss the perception of risk; the importance of the 
notion of commodity chains for the discussion of 
health surveillance strategies, work and the environ-
ment; the focus on vulnerabilities of environmental 
health information systems with emphasis on the 
issue of risk of housing to health; and the accidents 
that result from work-related activities. In these ar-
ticles, perspectives of socio-cultural and economic 
analysis highlight the context of globalization and 
social inequities.

Other articles contribute to the debate about 
health access and care by discussing certain 
concepts and practices present in institutional 
policies, professionals discourses and that of 
different social groups, on equally relevant and 
current themes: the perception of CAPS profes-
sionals on deinstitutionalization; women users 
of crack and racism; generation and gender in he-
alth research; “fatigue” as a guiding category for 
the experiences of pulmonary disease patients; 
and the process of social medicalization in the 
field of odontology.

Also worthy of note is the contribution of 
foreign authors. In “Disability in public educa-
tion: an exploratory study in Physical Educa-
tion textbooks in Brazil”, Spanish researchers 
analyze the representation and participation of 
people with disabilities in physical activities, 
from pictures in books published in Brazil for 
use in Physical Education. And in “Medical error 
in the Portuguese press: when patients are part 
of the news”, collaborators in the University of 
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Minho touch the process of production of news 

on medical error, with a documental research in 

the Portuguese press.

The collection of articles that integrate this issue 

incites us to reflect, either because of the actuality 

and relevance of the themes covered, or because 

of the richness of the approaches, in the interface 

between social, human, health and environmental 

sciences that allow us to foresee new perspectives 
to the debate.

Good reading!
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