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Expanding the links between
Brazilian and British neurology

Andrew J. Lees

It is with great pleasure that I write
this invited editorial to publicize the re-
cently established exchange program be-
tween the “Academia Brasileira de Neu-
rologia” and the “Association for British
Neurologists”.

More and more young Brazilian neu-
rologists started to visit the National Hos-
pital for Neurology and Neurosurgery
from the mid nineteen seventies and dur-
ing my training and following my appoint-
ment to the staff their passionate enthusi-
asm for their mother country infected me
with a great desire to visit Brazil and see
for myself. More than twenty five years ago
Wagner Horta and Aroldo Bacellar invited
me to a meeting in Bahia and I have been
visiting twice a year ever since. The large
number of Brazilian neurologists who have
spent a period of training overseas and the
increasing active participation of Brazilian
opinion leaders at international meetings
has helped to raise the overall standard of
neurology enormously in a short period of
time. This has also led to the building of
robust and fruitful international collabora-
tions for research in the neurosciences.

Many of the fellows who have come
to Queen Square have gone on to be-
come distinguished neurologists and con-
tinue to be collaborators. For example in
the last two years I have published more
than 20 papers co-authored by Brazilian
neurologists. I have recently published
two articles with Luiz Augusto Andrade
(from Sdo Paulo) on the contribution of
Tretiakoff to the understanding of Lewy
body pathology™* With Francisco Cardo-

so I have recently described a new dysto-
nia gene® and conducted some work on
Sydenhams chorea*’. Egberto Barbosa
has joined me in the International LRRK2
Consortium® and also in a series of arti-
cles on olfaction in parkinsonism”” lead by
my Brazilian senior fellow Laura Silvei-
ra-Moriyama. In 2009 I have joined Helio
Teive and his young disciple Renato Mu-
nhoz in a research partnership which re-
sulted in an abstract selected for oral pre-
sentation at the American Academy of

1'°. We have also es-
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tablished joint fellowships between the
Reta Lila Weston Institute of Neurological
Studies and the Hopistal Sdo Rafael in Sal-
vador (lead by Aroldo Bacellar and Guil-
herme Valenca) and UFR] and Santa Casa
in Rio (lead by Ana Rosso and Denise Ni-
caretta). These new collaborations will lead
to further publications and clinical train-
ing programmes in movement disorders
for promising young Brazilians.

In 2009, a formal agreement was made
for an exchange program between the
“Academia Brasileira de Neurologia” and
the “Association for British Neurologists”
The two learned societies agreed that ev-
ery year each will sponsor a visiting profes-
sor to spend a fortnight in the other coun-
try and establish contact with research-
ers and clinicians in their areas of special-
ity. Upon completion of the visit, the suc-
cessful recipients are expected to enrich
their local institution by proposing ways to
collaborate with teams in the other coun-
try and promote closer research links and

lasting connections.
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