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The guidelines or writing guides are protocols structured as a 
check-list to improve the methodological quality of scientific 
research by increasing its external validity, in addition to ensur-
ing an improved examination by reviewers, encouraging trans-
parency and minimizing the omission of critical information 
in the method sections, inadequate reporting of adverse events, 
and misleading result presentations1-3.

In March 2020, instructions to authors of 95 Brazilian 
biomedical journals found in the Scientific Electronic Library 
Online collection were evaluated and divided into eight major 
areas, namely: 

1)	 Biomedicine; 
2)	 Nursing; 
3)	 Physiotherapy; 
4)	 Medicine; 
5)	 Multidisciplinary; 
6)	 Dentistry; 
7)	 Collective Health; and 
8)	 Others – other major areas that did not present at least 

five journals in isolation. 

The 27 guidelines included herein (AGREE, AMSTAR, 
ARRIVE, CARE, CASP, CHEERS, CODE, CONSORT, COPE, 
COREQ, GATHER, MIAME, MOOSE, PAIN, PREPARE, 
PRISMA, PROCESS, RATS, REMARK, SAGER, SPIRIT, 
SQUIRE, SRQR, STARD, STROBE, STROCSS, and TREND) in 
the instructions to authors were evaluated. One point was attributed 
to each guideline identified in the instructions to authors, and thus 
the score of a journal varied from zero to 27 points.

The mean score of guidelines per journal was 1.34±2.27 guide-
lines, with zero being the lowest score and 11 the highest. A total 
of 56 (58.94%) journals did not discriminate any guidelines 
in the instructions to authors. This result indicates the need to 
modify the editorial policies of Brazilian journals. When com-
pared with the world scenario4-6, Brazilian journals are similar 
to other journals, but inferior to high-impact journals, evidenc-
ing the importance of requesting these editorial guidelines.

When comparing major areas, nursing and physiotherapy 
journals presented the best results, and biomedicine, multidisci-
plinary, and others had the worst results. This fact could be related 
to how long the journal has been published as journals on the 
newest major areas presented the worst results. However, there 
is a need for more studies to confirm this conclusion.

No journal reported even half the protocols evaluated. The 
five most present guidelines were CONSORT (28–29.47%), 
PRISMA (26–27.37%), STROBE (15–15.79%), STARD (11–
11.58%), and COPE (8–8.42%). Four protocols (AGREE, 
PREPARE, PROCESS, and STROCSS) were not mentioned 
by any of the journals. The journals should not describe all the 
guidelines already developed in their instructions to authors, 
but they should at least indicate those that are related to their 
area as well as the main study designs to ensure higher meth-
odological quality and reduce the reviewers’ work.

Overall, it is noticeable that Brazilian biomedical scientific 
journals use a small number of guidelines in their instructions 
to authors, and the ones that use them favor the oldest and 
best-known protocols, showing a growth potential for Brazilian 
biomedical science. 

1Universidade do Estado do Pará – Belém (PA), Brazil.
2Centro Universitário do Pará – Belém (PA), Brazil.
3Universidade Federal do Pará – Belém (PA), Brazil.
*Corresponding author: renankleberc@hotmail.com; renankleberco@gmail.com
Conflicts of interest: the authors declare there is no conflicts of interest. Funding: none.
Received on September 21, 2020. Accepted on October 21, 2020.

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5079-297X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1226-5394
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7095-7233
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0871-7335
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7427-7200
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7558-0359
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9529-9556
https://doi.org/10.1590/1806-9282.20200813
mailto:renankleberc@hotmail.com
mailto:renankleberco@gmail.com


Editorial policies of Brazilian journals about guidelines

346
Rev Assoc Med Bras 2021;67(3):345-346

AUTHORS’ CONTRIBUTIONS
RKCT: Conceptualization. Methodology. Project administration. 
Supervision. Validation. Writing – review & editing. ALJCP: 
Investigation. Methodology. Writing –original draft. MESLV: Data 

curation. Investigation. Writing – original draft. DSN: Investigation. 
Writing – original draft. FCC: Conceptualization. Data cura-
tion. Formal analysis. DRS: Conceptualization. Investigation. 
Methodology. NPA: Investigation. Writing – original draft.

REFERENCES
1.	 Smith AJ, Clutton RE, Lilley E, Hansen KEA, Brattelid T. PREPARE: 

guidelines for planning animal research and testing. Lab Anim. 
2018;52(2):135-41. https://doi.org/10.1177/0023677217724823

2.	 Kretser A, Murphy D, Bertuzzi S, Abraham T, Allison DB, Boor KJ, et al. 
Scientific integrity principles and best practices: recommendations 
from a scientific integrity consortium. Sci Eng Ethics. 2019;25(2):327-
55. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11948-019-00094-3

3.	 Speich B, Schroter S, Briel M, Moher D, Puebla I, Clark A, et al. 
Impact of a short version of the CONSORT checklist for peer 
reviewers to improve the reporting of randomised controlled 
trials published in biomedical journals: study protocol for a 
randomised controlled trial. BMJ Open. 2020;10(3):e035114. 
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2019-035114

4.	 Sims MT, Henning NM, Wayant CC, Vassar M. Do emergency 
medicine journals promote trial registration and adherence to 
reporting guidelines? A survey of “Instructions for Authors”. 
Scand J Trauma Resusc Emerg Med. 2016;24(1):137. https://
doi.org/10.1186/s13049-016-0331-3

5.	 Meerpohl JJ, Wolff RF, Niemeyer CM, Antes G, von Elm E. 
Editorial policies of pediatric journals: survey of instructions 
for authors. Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med. 2010;164(3):268-72. 
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpediatrics.2009.287

6.	 Malic̆ki M, Aalbersberg IJ, Bouter L, Ter Riet G. Journals’ 
instructions to authors: a cross-sectional study across scientific 
disciplines. PLoS One. 2019;14(9):e0222157. https://doi.
org/10.1371/journal.pone.0222157

https://doi.org/10.1177/0023677217724823
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11948-019-00094-3
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2019-035114
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13049-016-0331-3
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13049-016-0331-3
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpediatrics.2009.287
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0222157
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0222157

