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CORRESPONDENCE

IgA DEFICIENCY ASSOCIATED WITH HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS
INFECTION

In a survey of immunological alterations asso-
ciated with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
in 16 Brazilian women immediately after delivery,
we found one with IgA deficiency.

The patient was a 27 year-old-woman who had
just given birth to her second child, a boy with
3040g adequate for his gestational age. She re-
ported having had multiple sexual partners, one of
them was an intravenous drug abuser. She denied
weight loss, persistent fever, recurrent diarrhoea,
pneumonia or other kind of infection. Her physical
examination showed nothing abnormal but a tattoo
on her left inferior limb.

HIV infection was indicated by screening with
the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (Abbott
HIV-1 EIA recombinant), and confirmed by the
Western Blot test (Biotech/Du Pont HIV-1). The
quantitation of serum IgG, IgA was done by the
single radial immunodifusion method (Behring),
and showed the following results: 26.84 g/l for
1gG, 1.70 g/1 for IgM and <0.05 g/1 for IgA. Other
laboratory tests were not available, as she did not
return for follow up.

According to the Centers for Disease Control
Classification system for the HIV infection?, she
would be included in group II, that is,
asymptomatic infection but already with immuno-
logical alterations, as noted by the elevated IgG.

Increased IgA concentration in asymptomatic
HIV-infected subjects has been considered a pre-
dictor of evaluation towards AIDS*® . On the other
hand, the opposite situation, ¢.g., serum IgA defi-
ciency, has also been detected associated to HIV
infection in a few cases, in 2 children® and 2
adults®, The superposition of two independent
pathologic conditions that is, IgA deficiency and
HIV infections, is one possibility*. In Brazil, in
fact, a survey among 11576 healthy people!
showed an incidence of IgA deficiency of 1 in 965.
As another possibility, IgA deficiency could be a
consequence of HIV infection®. This latter hypoth-
esis is in accord with a recent study in which a
healthy child acquired IgA deficiency following an

Epstein-Barr virus infection’.

Prospective analysis of serum immunoglobu-
lins in high-risk groups may help to evaluate the
potential effects of primary IgA deficiency on the
evaluation of HIV infection , as well as the pos-
sible incidence and importance of IgA deficiency
secondary to HIV infection.
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