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il Usk OF RRCOMBINANT GAMMA INTERFERON ASSOCIATED WITH
PENTAVALENT ANTIMONY IR THERAPY FOR VISCERAL LEISHMANIASIS.

ROBERTO BADARO

IMMUROLluglc dysiunction 18 an imporvant aspect oI tne

ViSCeral l1elsnuanlasls. Deveral. deIlIecClsS nhave Decl Ges5CYriued
incluaing wne apsence or gamma ancerIeron (418N) ana
1nTerieukln Z proauction QuYylng ©Lhe acllve dlisease. Lloe
raijure or The current tnerapy (obV ror visceral
Llelsnmanliasis 1S about 10/. L e aLternative AY LE
amprioterlicin b, nas nlign LToxlcluLy ana 1t 158 not ¢asily
aaminliscereaq TO S50me parientvs. Lelsnmani & 18 Al

lnoracelliuiar parasite oI monocytesymacropnages. lnterieron
gamm& nas oeen ademonstratea Lo augment Monocyle,; MEcCroplnage
Capacily TO €eliminate intracelitsular Leisnmania anda otner
initraceilular microrganlisms. LEN~gamma Nas uveen given  Lw
patlents witn l1leprosy, Alud and cancer Wit minaimali toxlic
errects. Monocytves Irom itkFiN—-gamma tvtreavea patients nNave
increasea capacliy TO generate oOXygen-mevapoilites, &n
important mechanism IoY lhntraceliular Killlng 01 mlicrouses.
pased on these opservations, we evaiuatea the combination oI
recompilrant human interieron gamma {rhulfN-gamma) ana
pentaveint antimony (SDY ) in patients wilil rerracLory
visceral lelsnmanlasls oOr patlents wWitn severe Iorm ol Lne
adisease. paliy adminlstration oI roulbfPN-gamma at a aose Of
LUVug/m« I aaliy in compination witn oSovY 1n a aose  of
cUmE/KE was given ror 1iv-«u days. The trials were carriea
oul 1NtO TWC groups:. group A 51X patlents wao lasled Lo
respond to several courses oI pentavalent antimoniai aione.
GYOuUp b: nine patlents WwWiln severe manlilestation oI 2 tne
alsease. {(ne c¢riteria Ior uwne aiagnosis ana the coniroLr or
Thne tnerapeutlic response 1n LOLn groups was maae by the
demonsTration oI Vilapie lelsnmanlia 16 Spiénlic aspirate. in
the group A ¢ OI © parlients dia Nnot respond to tne 1irst 1u
gays course oI comblneda therapy ana requlreq an extra <u

Qays Lnerapy. Pfrom Ttne 9 patienits oi itne group b, one
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required an extra 11U gay course oI compineq ULnerapy. ihe

cilnlicays cCcourse s5nowed That tne sS1grns ang sSympuoms aramailic

dilsappearea auring Ttherapy, ana tTne 1lhmune response o
L.Qonovanl anLvigerl was regLored earLier Lilaty in
FeLroSpective COonLrols. 1€ Ccomolnation taerapy WwWas weld

Loieratea. rever WwWas LNne Oonly side eIrect fioled AQUXing Lie

gamma i1nterreron vLvherapy. We conciudae tThnat tne use o1l

roulN—-gamma pius oID0Y 18 & POLENL1AL LOerapy 1or ViscCera,
lelsnmanlasls.



