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Comunicacao / Communication

Homenagem pdstuma ao Prof. Carlos da Silva Lacaz®
Posthumous homage to Prof. Carlos da Silva Lacaz

Rubem David Azulay *

O dia 23 de abril de 2002 deve ser considerado
como de luto nacional na Medicina brasileira. E que desa-
pareceu, para sempre, um dos maiores médicos brasileiros
- Prof. Dr. Carlos da Silva Lacaz. Nasceu, em 1915, em
Guaratinguetd, Estado de Sao Paulo. Seus 87 anos foram
bem vividos e intensamente produtivos. A seu lado, esti-
mulando-o e tranquilizando-o, sua dignissima esposa
Dinah. Coroam afelicidade desse casal ilustres filhos: Ana
Helena Lacaz Martins, casada com o Prof. Dr. José
Eduardo Costa Martins; Dr. Carlos Roberto Martins Lacaz,
casado com dona Maria Aparecida Rodrigues, Carlos
Augusto Martins Lacaz; e Carlos Eduardo Martins Lacaz,
casado com dona Vilma Giraldi Lacaz. Deixa ainda os
netos Eduardo, Ricardo, Isabel, Fernando, Fabio, Beatriz,
Eduardo e Nina, além de oito bisnetos.

Suavocagdo eraamedicina. Seu ingresso, em 1934,
na Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade de S&o Paulo,
j& evidenciava seu valor - classificado em primeiro lugar.
Essafoi sua classificagdo em todos os anos do curso médi-
co. Como auno obteve os seguintes prémios. Rockfeller
(cadeiras basicas), La Royae (curso de graduacdo) e
Sociedade de Medicina Legal e Criminologia (cadeira de

April 23, 2002 should be considered a day of natio-
nal mourning for Brazilian Medicine. It was on this day that
one of the greatest Brazilian doctors - Prof. Dr. Carlos da
Silva Lacaz - passed away. He was born in 1915, in
Guaratingueta, Sao Paulo State. His 87 years were well
lived and intensely productive. His dignified wife, Dinah was
always by his side, offering encouragement and support. The
happiness of this illustrious couple was blessed by their chil-
dren: Ana Helena Lacaz Martins, married to Prof. Dr. José
Eduardo Costa Martins; Dr. Carlos Roberto Martins Lacaz,
married to Mrs. Maria Aparecida Rodrigues; Carlos
Augusto Martins Lacaz; and Carlos Eduardo Martins Lacaz,
married to Mrs. Vilma Giraldi Lacaz. He also leaves his
grandchildren Eduardo, Ricardo, Isabel, Fernando, Fabio,
Beatriz, Eduardo and Nina, besides eight great-grandsons.

Medicine was his vocation. His entrance to the pro-
fession, in 1934, at the Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Sdo Paulo, already demonstrated his worth -
he was classified in first place. This ranking was maintai-
ned throughout all the years of the medical course. As a
student he obtained the following prizes: Rockfeller (basic
Chairs), La Royale (degree course) and Society of Forensic

Medicina Legal, 1940).
Alcangcou a presidéncia do
Departamento Cientifico do
Centro Académico Oswaldo
Cruz, deu nova vida a
Revista de Medicina do
Centro Académico e publi-
cou Curso Pratico de
Fisiologia (1936) e Pran-
chas do Sistema Nervoso e
sua Interpreta¢do (1936).
Foi laureado com a obten-
¢80, durante trés anos conse-
cutivos, do Prémio Monte-

Medicine and Criminology
(Chair of Forensic
Medicine, 1940). He attai-
ned the presidency of the
Scientific Department of the
Academic Center Oswaldo
Cruz, breathed new life to
the Medical Journal of the
Academic  Center and
published Practical Course
of Physiology (1936) and
Schematics of the Nervous
System and their Inter-
pretation (1936). He was
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negro. Essa bagagem estudantil evidenciava seu futuro de
grande médico. Assim foi. Era professor nato. Ingressou na
carreirauniversitariaem 1953, ap6s brilhante concurso com
distincdo em todas as provas, tornou-se catedrético de
Microbiologiae Imunologiada Faculdade de Medicina. Seu
valor professoral foi reconhecido por seus aunos. quatro
vezes paraninfo. Sua produtividade levou a congregacéo a
elegé-lo diretor da faculdade (1971-1978).

Criou o Instituto de Medicina Tropical de S&o Paulo
(1959) e arevistado mesmo, que, seguramente, € o melhor
periodico sobre patologia tropical da América Latina. A
importancia desse Ingtituto € facilmente reconhecida pelo
fato de ter diplomado mais de 200 especialistas em medici-
na tropical. E considerado centro de referéncia pela
Organizacdo Mundial de Satde.

Seu maior campo de agdo foi amicologiae amicro-
biologia; ensinou-as com eficiéncia, formando inimeros
especialistas que exerceram 0 ensino dessas matérias nas
vérias universidades do Brasil e da América Latina. Lacaz,
na realidade, além de eminente pesquisador, era também
notavel didata, dai sua nomeagdo para Professor Emérito da
Universidade de Sdo Paulo.

Dedicou-se intensamente a histériadaMedicina, fun-
dando (1977) o Museu Histérico na Faculdade de Medicina
daUSP, que hoje tem o seu nome. Publicou, em quatro volu-
mes, Vultos da Medicina Brasileira (1963-1977).

O reconhecimento de sua grandeza médica foi
demonstrado por numerosas sociedades médicas:
Academia Nacional de Medicina (membro titular),
Academia de Medicina del Ingtituto de Chile (membro
honorério), Academie Royale des Sciences d'Outre-Mer
(membro correspondente), American Academy of
Microbiology, International Society for Human and
Animal Mycology, International Society for Chemotherapy
e muitas outras. Era atual presidente da Sociedade
Brasileira de Histéria da Medicina. Foi presidente da
Academia de Medicina de S8 Paulo, da Sociedade
Brasileira de Medicina Tropical, da Sociedade Brasileira
de Alergia e Imunopatologia e da Sociedade Brasileira da
Histéria da Medicina, professor honoris causa da
Universidade Federal do Ceard, da Universidade Nacional
del Nordeste (Argentina), da Universidade Federal da
Bahia e da Associacdo Médica de Isradl.

Publicacdes: Lacaz publicou vérias centenas de tra-
balhos cientificos. Destacamos a guns livros de sua autoria:
Micologia Médica, Introdug¢do a Geografia Médica no
Brasil, Doencas latrogénicas, Infec¢ées por Agentes
Oportunistas, Antibioticos, Imunopatologia Tropical,
Alergia nas Regioes Tropicais, O Grande Mundo dos
Fungos e Candidiases.

Realizou, ainda, no Brasil e no exterior inimeras
conferéncias médicas, destacando-se alguns temas de sua
preferéncia: paracoccidioidomicose, micoses broncopulmo-
nares, humanizacdo da medicina, patologia tropical e mui-
tos outros.
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honored with the Montenegro Award, for three consecutive
years. This flair as a student indicated his future as a great
doctor. So it was to be. He was a born professor. He initia-
ted his academic career in 1953, after a brilliant exam, gai-
ning distinction in all the tests; he became professor of
Microbiology and Immunology at the Faculty of Medicine.
His professorial value was recognized by the students: four
times patron speaker. His productivity lead the congrega-
tion to elect him director of the Faculty (1971-1978).

He founded the Institute of Tropical Medicine of Sdo
Paulo (1959) and its journal, which came to be undoubtedly
the most prestigious magazine on tropical pathology in
Latin America. The importance of this Institution is easily
recognized by the fact that over 200 specialists in tropical
medicine have graduated there. It is considered a Reference
Center by the World Health Organization.

His greatest contribution was in the field of myco-
logy and microbiology,; which he taught with efficiency,
preparing countless specialists who went on to lecture these
subjects in various universities of Brazil and Latin America.
Dr. Lacaz, in reality, besides an eminent researcher, was
also a notable teacher, hence his nomination for Emeritus
Professor of the University of Sdo Paulo.

He was devoted intensely to the history of Medicine,
founding the Historical Museum in the Faculty of Medicine
of USP (1977), that today bears his name. He published a
four-volume work entitled Celebrities of Brazilian Medicine
(1963-1977).

Recognition of his medical greatness was demonstra-
ted by numerous medical societies: National Academy of
Medicine (titular member), Academy of Medicine del
Institute de Chile (honorary member), Academie Royale des
Sciences d'Outre-Mer (corresponding member), American
Academy of Microbiology, International Society for Human
and Animal Mycology, International Society for
Chemotherapy, to name but a few. He was the current presi-
dent of the Brazilian Society of the History of Medicine and
also president of the Academy of Medicine of Sao Paulo, the
Brazilian Society of Tropical Medicine and the Brazilian
Society of Allergy and Immunopathology, and the Brazilian
Society of the History of the Medicine, besides professor
honoris causa of the Federal University of Ceard, the
Univesidade Nacional del Nordeste (Argentina), the Federal
University of Bahia and the Medical Association of Israel.

Publications: Prof. Lacaz published several hundreds
of scientific works, amongst which we highlight: Medica
Mycology, Introduction to Medical Geography in Brazil,
latrogenic Diseases, Infections by Opportunist Agents,
Antibiotics, Tropical Immunopathology, Allergy in Tropical
Regions, The Great World of Fungi and Candidiasis.

Furthermore, in Brazil and abroad, he realized countless
medical conferences, notable amongst many were several of his
preferred themes: paracoccidioidomycosis, bronchopulmonary
mycosis, humanization of medicine and tropical pathology.

In honor of his name, Taborda and collaborators
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Em honra a sua personaidade, Taborda e colabora
dores criaram a designagdo Lacazia loboi como agente da
doenca de Jorge L obo.

E digno registrar o amor que dedicou a familia
Escolhi uma de suas frases lapidares sobre o assunto:
"Lembro aos meus filhos e netos que sd a corregdo moral, o
cumprimento exato dos deveres, a bondade e os principios
da solidariedade humana devem balizar nossa longa traves-
sia, sem a marca dos tormentos e dos tornados'.

Finalmente, desejamos salientar sua excelsa bonda
de; tratava atodos, desde os mais humildes aos mais sahios,
com o mesmo amor e dedicaco. Nunca disse ndo quando
algo Ihe era solicitado dentro de sua érea.

Terminarel com sua frase de grandeza e humildade:
"Lutel, venci e guardei sempre afé em Deus, por quem serel
julgado". a
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created the designation Lacazia loboi as the agent of Jorge
Lobos' disease.

It should be registered here the love that he dedica-
ted to his family, for which I chose one of his eloquent affir-
mations on the subject: "l remind my children and grand-
children that only moral correctness, exact execution of
ones' duties and kindness and principles of human solida-
rity should beacon our long crossing, without the mark of
torments and tornadoes".

Finally, we wish to highlight his extreme kindness;
he treated all, from the humblest to the wisest, with the same
love and dedication. He never said no when something was
requested within his area.

1 will finish with his statement of both greatness and
humility: "l struggled, I conquered and always kept faith in
God, by whom I will be judged." a
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