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Abstract

This paper assumes the premise that youth political socialization in contemporary 
society is based on dynamic processes, which emerge from the simultaneous actions and 
interactions of different social agents and contexts, constituting opportunities of civic 
learning and democratic living that influence the youth experiences of civic and political 
participation. This study explores the longitudinal effects of the interaction between 
family, peers, media, and the scout association in political activism, civic participation and 
online civic participation of young people. Through a longitudinal study design, the same 
cohort of 473 Portuguese scout youth, aged between 14 and 22, were observed in three 
separate moments during six months, between January 2014 and March 2015. A series of 
analyses of latent growth models allowed the analysis of the effects of the combination 
of agents of political socialization, both at inicial levels and at the trajectories of changes 
in forms of participation. The results demonstrate not only the interdependence between 
the various agents of socialization with which young people relate in everyday life, but 
also the influences that these exert vary according to the type of participation. Political 
activism is significantly influenced by peers and the scout association. The development 
of civic participation is enabled by the scout association and by the media (television and 
radio). Online participation is essentially exerted by the media (Internet, television and 
radio) and by the interpersonal discussions about political issues.
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Introduction

Education, independently of context where it happens, has always had a function 
of socialization, that manifests in the diverse experiences through which we become 
active members and participants of specific social, economic, cultural, and political orders 
(BIESTA, 2009). During the transition of youth to adulthood, particularly from the age of 
14 (AMADEO et al., 2002), young people develop their political identities and behavior 
patterns that sustain the political culture through processes that are usually classified as 
political socialization (e.g., EASTON; DENNIS, 1969; GUTMANN, 2003). After some time 
of absence in the scientific production, those processes acquired a new standing, in part, 
triggered by the transformations in the democratic political culture, which have occured 
in the last decades, at the level of civic and political participation of younger citizens 
(AMNÅ et al., 2009). First of all, both participation behaviors should be distinguished. In 
summary, while political participation concerns the actions that aim to influence directly or 
indirectly the political processes and institutions on various levels, the civic participation 
relates to the actions that seek to contribute to problem solving and community well-
being (VERBA et al., 1995).

The studies that simultaneously combine the effects of different agents of political 
socialization in participation behaviors show that the influence of each context can 
change over time, depending on the interaction with other contexts in which young 
people find themselves (WILKENFELD; LAUCKHARDT; TORNEY-PURTA, 2010; AMNÅ 
et al., 2009). For example, the interpersonal conversations and discussions on political 
subjects in different contexts (family, peers, Internet and organizations) may exert mutual 
influences in the processes of political socialization (McLEOD, 2000).

Against this background, this paper intends to fill three major gaps in the research: 
conceptualizing and measuring the construct of participation, attending the diversity of 
forms and contexts (MENEZES et al., 2012); analysing the processes of political socialization 
in a longitudinal perspective; and simultaneously integrating different agents into the 
explanatory models of the political socialization processes (AMNÅ et al., 2009). Thus, 
this paper explores the effects of the interaction of various socialization agents (family, 
peers, media and scout association) in the development over time of political activism 
(e.g. participating in a protest), civic participation (e.g. volunteering) and online civic 
participation (e.g. discussing political issues on Facebook) of young people.

Research methodological design

Procedure and sample

This research adopted a longitudinal panel design, where the same cohort of 
participants was observed in three separate moments during six months, between January 
2014 and March 2015. Included in the sample were only the young people who responded 
to inquiries through questionnaire in the three times, this was composed by 473 young 
scouts, aged between 14 and 22, members of the 122 scout groups of the Corpo Nacional 



3Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo,  v. 44, e175560, 2018.

Effects of socialization on scout youth participation behaviors

de Escutas (Portuguese Catholic Scout Association), the most representative Portuguese 
voluntary association to operate in non-formal education. Knowing that the scout 
association presents an uneven distribution of groups and scouts throughout the national 
regions, a stratified probabilistic sample was used. Each region was considered as a stratum 
and, within each one, a random sample of scout groups was selected, taking into account 
their relative weight from the register of the 2012 CNE Census. Scout groups that did not 
have scouts within the age group were excluded from the study. After collecting the written 
and informed consent of each participant (or respective parents or legal representative in 
the case of being a minor), each one filled out the inquiry by questionnaire individually 
in paper format or online. Being a collective administration, standardized instructions for 
clarification were written for filling out the questionnaire, emphasizing both the anonymity 
and confidentiality of the answers and the voluntary nature of the participation in the 
study. Each questionnaire took approximately 20 minutes to complete.

Measures

Control variables. The questionnaire included the collection of sociodemographic 
data of participants, namely gender (0 = female; 62.6%), age group (0 = 14 - 17 years, 
58.99%) and sociocultural status on time 1 (a composite variable that results from the 
aggregation of the average of four variables: the current school year of the participant, the 
level of education of the mother and father of the participant, and the number of books 
at home).

Civic and political participation. The youth participation behaviors were analysed 
through an adaptation of the civic and political action scale of Lyons (2008). An exploratory 
factorial analysis was performed to examine the dimensionality of the 10-item scale, 
using the IBM SPSS Statistic 22.0 program. Given the results, three items - participate 
in political actions that might be considered illegal (e.g., painting walls, burning a flag, 
throwing stones, etc.); vote in elections; buy (or not buy) products for political, ethical, or 
environmental reasons - were excluded for not presenting correlations above 0.30 with 
the remaining items. The resulting 7-item scale shows a structure of three components, 
using the typology developed by Ekman and Amnå (2012): political activism (PA, sign a 
petition; attend a public meeting or demonstration dealing with political or social issues); 
civic participation [CP; volunteering; wear symbols or emblems to show support for a 
social or political cause (e.g., badges, t-shirts with a message, etc.); donate and collect 
money to a social or political cause or organization]; and online civic participation 
[hereinafter referred to as online participation (OP); write or send contents about politics 
or societal issues (e.g., emails, blogs, Facebook, Youtube, etc.); discuss social or political 
issues with other people on the Internet]. The participants reported the frequency with 
which they performed each one of those actions in the previous six months, using a Likert 
scale of five points, being 1 = never and 5 = very frequently. Looking at the Cronbach’s 
alpha, all these variables revealed acceptable reliability values along the three moments: 
time 1, AP α = 0.53, PC α = 0.62, PO α = 0.63; time 2, AP α = 0.72, PC α = 0.68, PO α = 
0.79; and in time 3, AP α = 0.68, PC α = 0.69, PO α = 0.83.
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Three indicators were selected from the literature to measure the effect of each 
agent of political socialization under analysis in this longitudinal study.

Scout association: i) duration of involvement in the association (open question; 
ranging from 0 to 17 years); ii) intensity of involvement in the association (single item; 
ranging from 1 = not very actively involved to 5 = very actively involved); and iii) 
quality of participation experiences (ranging from 1 = very low quality to 5 = very high 
quality). The Quality of Participation Experiences scale (FERREIRA; MENEZES, 2001) was 
transformed into a composite variable that results from the calculation of the average of 
the eight items that represent the dimensions of action and reflection that characterize the 
participation experiences. The participants were asked about the frequency with which 
they performed a set of action activities (look for information in books, in the media or by 
asking to other people with more experience; participate in activities, such as collecting 
donations or food, environmental campaigns, petitions, protests, debates, etc.; organize 
activities, such as collecting donations or food, environmental campaigns, petitions, 
protests, debates, etc.; and take part in group decision-making or alone) and of reflection 
(different points of view were discussed; conflicting opinions gave rise to new ways of 
seeing the issues; real and/or everyday life problems were focus of discussion; and the 
participation was important to he/she). Focused on their experiences within the scope of 
the scout activities, the respondents indicated with what frequency they performed each 
one of those activities in the previous six months, using a 5-point scale, being 1 = never 
and 5 = very frequently. This variable had good internal consistency over time:: time 1 
QEP α = 0.86; time 2 QEP α = 0.75; and time 3 QEP α = 0.83.

Each one of the indicators, presented as follows, is constituted by a single item that 
was assessed by the participants using a 5-point scale, being 1 = I completely disagree 
and 5 = I completely agree.

Family: i) discussion of social problems and political issues with parents or close 
relatives; ii) volunteering of parents or close relatives; and iii) social, civic and political 
involvement of the parents or close relatives (for example, they are members of the City 
Council, local associations, political parties, etc.) (PORTER, 2013).

Peers: i) discussion of social problems and political issues with friends; ii) volunteering 
of friends; and iii) participation of friends in social, civic or political activities (for example, 
they are members of an association for the defense of human or animal rights or youth 
parties, etc.) (PORTER, 2013).

Media: i) reading political news in newspapers and magazines; ii) watching 
television or radio programs about political issues; and iii) following political information 
that circulates on the Internet (MENEZES et al., 2012).

In terms of interpretation of results, higher scores on the items represent higher 
levels in the respective constructs under analysis.

Procedure and data statistical analysis

With the purpose of exploring the effect of the four political socialization agents 
in the three forms of participation, either in the inicial levels (time 1) and over time, a 
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series of analyses of latent growth models were conducted using the IBM SPSS Amos 23.0 
program. This type of model is an application of structural equation models that allow 
us to consider both intraindividual changes in behavior over time and interindividual 
differences in these changes. That statistical technique also makes it possible to analyze 
the influence of external predictors that may explain that variability, both at the initial 
levels (intercept) and at the rate of change or growth (slope) (MARÔCO, 2010). The method 
of maximum likelihood was adopted to deal with missing data, because it is considered a 
pertinent approach in the modelling of latent growth (MARÔCO, 2010).

The data analysis was developed in two phases. In a first phase, to examine the 
variation both in group (fixed effects) and in individual level (random effects) in political 
activism, civic participation and online participation in the three times of observation, 
three unconditional latent growth models were used, as represented in Figure 1. In terms of 
model identification (MARÔCO, 2010), at the initial moment (time 1), it was assumed that 
the slope is null and that there was a tendency of linear growth in the following moments, 
therefore, the weights of the trajectories between the slope and the manifested variables 
were fixed at 0, 0.50 and 1, respectively. The latent intercept variable was included in 
the models to examine the average value of the three forms of participation in the three 
moments of observation. As such, all the trajectories that leave the intercept towards the 
manifested variables present the same weight, being set at 1.

Figure 1 - Scheme of the unconditional latent growth model of political activism

Source: Authors’ elaboration.
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The intercept and slope means allowed the estimation of the initial means of the three 
forms of participation and their respective average rate of change over time. The intercept 
and slope variances were examined to assess the existence of individual differences both 
in the baseline values and the rate of change of the participation behaviours. In a second 
phase, three conditional models were estimated, in which were included the control 
variables and the indicators of each socialization agent observed in the three moments, 
as predictor variables of the intercept and the slope. The effects of the agents of political 
socialization observed in the second and third observation moments were not regressed in 
the initial values (time 1) of the forms of participation, since they could not have exerted 
any kind of influence.

The Chi-square test (Chi2/df), Comparative Fit Index (CFI), Tucker Lewis Index (TLI), 
and Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) were used to assess model fit 
(MAÔCO, 2010).

Results

Preliminary analyses were accomplished, which showed that the manifested 
variables held, in the three moments of observation, absolute values of asymmetry and 
kurtosis lower than 1.89 and 3.76, respectively, demonstrating the assumption of the 
multivariate normality (FINNEY; DISTEFANO, 2006). Table 1 shows means (M), standard 
deviations (SD), and correlations between activism, civic participation and online 
participation in the three moments (T1, T2 and T3).

Table 1 - Means. standard deviations. and correlations between. civic participation and online participation 
in the moments* (N = 473)

Variables 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.

1. T1 Political activism —

2. T2 Political activism 0.36 —

3. T3 Political activism 0.39 0.48 —

4. T1 Civic participation 0.33 0.12 0.19 —

5. T2 Civic participation 0.24 0.40 0.29 0.44 —

6. T3 Civic participation 0.24 0.29 0.40 0.41 0.53 —

7. T1 Online participation 0.32 0.20 0.25 0.32 0.21 0.16 —

8. T2 Online participation 0.22 0.50 0.31 0.16 0.41 0.26 0.41 —

9. T3 Online participation 0.21 0.28 0.45 0.21 0.25 0.36 0.44 0.55 —

M 1.54 1.51 1.52 2.73 2.63 2.60 1.77 1.73 1.71

SD 0.69 0.78 0.75 0.87 0.97 0.98 0.91 1.01 0.96

Source: Survey data.
* All coefficients are significant at the ρ ≤ 0.01.

Unconditional latent growth models

The unconditional latent growth model presented in Figure 1 was estimated for 
the three participation forms, revealing good model fit (Table 2). When analyzing the 
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results (Table 3). the unstandardized estimates of the three models indicated that both 
the mean value (fixed effect) and the variance (random effect) of the intercept are 
statistically significant. The participants displayed a mean of 1.54 (standard error [SE] = 
0.03) of political activism. 2.73 (SE = 0.04) of civic participation. and 1.76 (SE = 0.04) of 
online participation at the baseline level. We can also affirm that there is interindividual 
heterogeneity in the initial levels of the three participation forms.

Table 2 - Goodness of fit statistics for each of the univariate and multivariate models

Models Chi2/df CFI TLI RMSEA

Political activism

   Unconditional model 0.66ns 1.00 1.00 0.00ns

   Conditional model 1.59* 0.99 0.96 0.04ns

Civic participation

   Unconditional model 1.33ns 1.00 0.97 0.03ns

   Conditional model 1.85** 0.99 0.93 0.04ns

Online participation

   Unconditional model 0.33ns 1.00 1.01 0.00ns

   Conditional model 1.25ns 1.00 0.98 0.02ns

Source: Survey data.
* ρ ≤ 0,05; ** ρ ≤ 0,01; *** ρ  ≤ 0,001; ns = non significant (ρ > 0,05).

The results also showed that the slope means of political activism and online 
participation are not statistically significant, revealing that there were no significant 
changes in these behaviors over time. Only civic participation presents a slope mean 
statistically significant, indicating that there occurred a small decrease in the mean of this 
participation form throughout the study. Simultaneously, it is important to highlight that 
the results provided evidence of the existence of intraindividual variability that did not 
manifest itself in the slope means of civic participation and online participation of the 
participants. Therefore, the participants are not homogeneous about their participation 
behaviors, manifesting different patterns of change in civic participation and online 
participation. As for political activism, the slope variance was not statistically significant, 
demonstrating that the participants did not differ in their individual trajectories of change. 
In the face of this scenario, it was pertinent to introduce into the models other predictor 
variables, namely the indicators of the agents of political socialization under study, capable 
of explaining the heterogeneity of the participants either in their starting values or in 
the different changes that occurred. All of the manifested variables presented positive 
correlations between the intercept and the slope, although statistically not significant 
(EstAP = 0,10 , z = 0,32, ρ = 0,75; EstPC = -0,18, z = -0,96, ρ = 0,34; EstPO = 0,00, z = 0,004, 
ρ = 0,10), revealing that young people with higher initial levels of civic and political 
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participation tend to exhibit smaller changes over time compared to the young people 
who exhibited lower starting values. 

Table 3- Unstandardized parameter estimates for the fixed and random intercept and slope for the non-
conditional models of political activism and civic participation.

Effect Political  activism Civic participation Online participation 

Est EP Est EP Est EP

                             Fixed

Intercept 1.54 0.03*** 2.73 0.04*** 1.76 0.04***

Slope -0.03 0.04ns -0.13 0.05** -0.05 0.05ns

                            Random

Intercept 0.19 0.04*** 0.41 0.07*** 0.37 0.07***

Slope 0.13 0.09ns 0.40 0.14** 0.29 0.14*

Source: survey data.
* ρ  ≤ 0,05; ** ρ  ≤ 0,01; *** ρ  ≤ 0,001; ns = non significant (ρ > 0,05).

Conditional latent growth models

After unconditioned latent growth models were tested, the control variables and the 
indicators of the agents of political socialization in the three moments of observation were 
introduced into the models as predictors of the starting values and trajectories of change 
of participation behaviours, according to the description made in the previous section. 
To make the models more parsimonious, only the indicators that showed a statistically 
significant effect on the slope of the forms of participation were maintained in the models 
(Table 4). The results revealed a good quality of adjustment to the proposed models (Table 
2, conditional models).

As Table 4 shows, gender revealed to be a statistically significant predictor of 
initial values of civic participation, indicating that, at the departing point, scores of 
female participants are significantly inferior to those of male participants. The age group 
also emerged as being a significant predictor of the intercepts of activism and online 
participation, especifically the older young people (18-22 years) reported higher starting 
levels than younger ones (14-17 years). About the slopes, significant differences only 
occurred in the case of online participation relative to the age group, in comparison with 
the older participants, younger participants exhibited a decrease of little significance in 
that form of participation over time. The sociocultural status of the participants did not 
reveal a direct effect neither at the starting values nor in the changes that occurred in 
participation behaviors. This contradicts results from other studies that verified that the 
scores of the various forms of participation increase significantly with the increase of the 
sociocultural status of the participants (MENEZES et al., 2012).



Variáveis
Ativismo Político Participação Cívica Participação On-line

Int Dec† Int Dec Int Dec

Control Variables
Gender -0,06n.s. — -0,15*** 0,01n.s. 0,09n.s. -0,04n.s.

Age Group 0,20*** — 0,09n.s. -0,05n.s. 0,23*** -0,19*

Sociocultural status 0,004n.s — -0,03n.s. -0,04n.s. -0,05n.s. 0,07n.s.

TIME 1
Scout Association
Duration of involvement 0,06n.s — -0,02n.s. n.i. 0,04n.s. n.i.

Intensity of involvement 0,02n.s — 0,15*** n.i. 0,004n.s. n.i.

Quality of participation experiences 0,19** — 0,48*** -0,48*** 0,24*** -0,14*

Family
Volunteering of parents/other relatives 0,07* — 0,09* n.i. -0,08n.s. n.i.

Political discussions with parents/other relatives 0,03n.s — 0,03n.s. n.i. 0,09n.s. n.i.

Active civic or political role of parents/other relatives -0,02n.s — 0,05n.s. n.i. 0,14* n.i.

Media
Reading political contents in the newspapers/magazines 0,01n.s — 0,01n.s. n.i. -0,08n.s. n.i.

Whatching political programs in the television /radio -0,02n.s — 0,02n.s. n.i. -0,08n.s. n.i.

Reading political information in the Internet 0,09n.s — 0,07n.s. n.i. 0,32*** -0,30***

Peers
Volunteering of peers 0,05n.s — 0,19*** n.i. 0,08n.s. n.i.

Political discussions with peers 0,09n.s — -0,08n.s. n.i. 0,07n.s. n.i.

Active civic or political role of peers 0,20*** — 0,05n.s. n.i. 0,16** n.i.

TIME 2
Scout Association
Duration of involvement — — — n.i. — n.i.

Intensity of involvement — — — n.i. — n.i.

Quality of participation experiences — — — 0,16* — n.i.

Family
Political discussions with parents/other relatives — — — n.i. — n.i.

Media
Reading political contents in the newspapers/magazines — — — n.i. — n.i.

Whatching political programs in the television /radio — — — 0,27*** — 0,15*

Reading political information in the Internet — — — n.i. — n.i.

Peers
Political discussions with peers — — — -0,17** — n.i.

TIME 3
Scout Association

Duration of involvement — — — n.i. — n.i.

Intensity of involvement — — — n.i. — n.i.

Quality of participation experiences — — — 0,30*** — n.i.

Family
Political discussions with parents/other relatives — — — n.i. — 0,21**

Mídia
Reading political contents in the newspapers/magazines — — — n.i. — n.i.

Whatching political programs in the television /radio — — — n.i. — n.i.

Reading political information in the Internet — — — n.i. — 0,20**

Peers
Political discussions with peers — — — n.i. — n.i.

Correlation between intercept and slope 0,10n.s. -0,33n.s. -0.01n.s.

Mean 0,27n.s -0,03n.s. -0,51* -0,20n.s. -0,23n.s. -0,12n.s.

Variance 0,13*** 0,17* 0,25*** 0,34** 0,23*** 0,30*

Variance explained 0,29 0,00 0,48 0,30 0,38 0,21

Source: Survey data. Note: the values correspond to the standardized estimates and their respective significance;
† These parameters were not estimated because the activism did not show significant variability around the slope; 
n.i. = trajectories not included in the model because they were not significant; 
“—” = these parameters were not estimated;
*p ≤ 0,05; ** p ≤ 0,01; *** p ≤ 0,001; ns = non significant (p > 0,05).

Table 4 – Latent growth models of the participation forms conditioned by the effect of the political 
socialization agents in the three moments.
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Rather than direct, the relationship between youth sociocultural status participation 
may be better understood as being mediated by personal variables (e.g. self-esteem, locus 
of control and political efficacy) (COHEN; VIGODA; SAMORLY, 2001).

When analyzing the effects of the socialization agents observed in the first moment 
on the intercepts, the results revealed that the peers and the scout association are the 
agents of socialization that predict higher starting levels of activism, specifically the 
existence of active civic and political peers and experiences of high quality participation 
in the scout association. As for civic participation, once again the scout association and 
the peers emerged as the main predictors of higher starting values. Although a positive 
effect is confirmed by the fact that peers performed volunteering, this is considerably 
more modest than the effect of the quality of participation experiences in the scout 
association. Finally, all the agents of socialization exerted influence on the starting values 
of online participation. As would be expected, reading political information that circulates 
on the Internet is the most significant predictor; however the active civic and political 
involvement of the family and peers in their communities also exhibited a positive effect 
on this form of participation. Overall, these indicators explained between 29% to 48% of 
the total variance in the initial levels of the participation forms, which can be considered 
reasonably satisfactory values.

Analysing the effects of the socialization agents in the development of participation 
behaviours, in the case of civic participation, the quality of participation experiences in 
the scout association emerged as the most impacting predictor over time. Although a 
negative effect was verified over the quality of the participation experiences in the scout 
association on the slope at the first moment, indicating that participants who reported 
higher values in this variable are less likely to increase their levels of civic participation, 
in the second and third moments of observation this indicator showed a positive effect on 
the slope. Therefore, with the increase in the quality of participation experiences in the 
scout association, the participants also tend to exhibit higher levels of civic participation 
(Table 4). The media and peers had also shown to have an impact on civic participation 
over time. Although following programs on television and/or radio and discussions of 
a political nature with peers do not affect the behaviors of civic participation of the 
participants in the first moment, those indicators demonstrated a significant effect on the 
second moment. On the one hand, young people who consumed political contents through 
television and/or radio tended to reinforce that behavior, on the other hand, discussing 
more with their peers about political issues led to decreases in the way they were engaged 
civically.

Regarding online participation, we can confirm that media and family are the 
agents of socialization that predicted greater differences in the changes in that behavior 
over time. In the case of the media, although these indicators initially had presented a 
negative effect or had no effect on the online participation of the participants, the growing 
consumption of political content over the Internet, television and radio over time has led 
to increases in that form of participation. Given the influence of the family, in the initial 
moment having a family member civically or politically active in the community revealed 
a positive effect on online participation; however, the increase of the frequency of political 
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discussions within the family potentiated an increase in this behavior over time. Finally, 
although high quality participation experiences in the scout association were associated 
with higher levels of online participation, these had a negative effect on the slope at the 
initial moment. When we introduce the effects of the agents of political socialization in 
the three moments, as predictors of the slopes, these parameters explain 30% and 21%, 
respectively, of the variability in the trajectories of change of civic participation and 
online participation.

Final remarks

Nowadays, young people can involve themselves and participate in a wide range 
of real and digital contexts, in which they develop different relationships and experience 
diverse situations, that allow them to “learn the value of democratic and non-democratic 
forms of action and interaction and it is also through these experiences that they learn about 
their own positions as citizens” (BIESTA, 2008, p. 174). Therefore, this article started on the 
assumption that the political socialization of contemporary young people is based on dynamic 
processes that emerge from the simultaneous action and interaction of different agents and 
socializing contexts, constituting opportunities for civic learning and a democratic living 
that influence the experiences of young people of civic and political participation.

The combination of the effects of different agents of political socialization, both at 
the initial levels and in the development of forms of participation, revealed interesting 
results, reinforcing not only the interdependence of the various contexts and agents of 
socialization, but also the partial independence of the diverse forms of participation 
for evidencing different sources of influence. In the case of family, for example, the 
fact that parents or other family members volunteer has a positive, although modest, 
effect on how the young person not only volunteers, but also how he/she participates in 
demonstrations and petitions. Or, the existence of a family member who plays an active 
role in a particular political party affects how young people publish and discuss political 
content on the Internet. However, the promotion of discussions about social problems and 
political issues within the family has a favourable impact, in the long term, on increasing 
the online participation of young people. Recognizing that parental influence tends to 
decrease during the transition from youth to adulthood, not only because young people 
spend less time with their parents but also for wanting more autonomy, friends and peers 
gain a greater role in the process of political socialization (eg, Šerek, UMEMURA, 2015; 
SMETANA, 2011). Thus, having friends or family who are members of a political party 
or an association for the defence of animal rights significantly influences how young 
people participate in a protest or how they share and discuss political issues on Facebook. 
However, while the fact that peers volunteer positively affects civic participation, the 
political discussions with them tends to negatively influence this behavior over time. 
This seems to contradict the results of previous studies that emphasize the importance 
of peers in the political socialization of young people, particularly by showing that the 
political discussions between peers constitute an important and influential predictor of 
the increment of juvenile political participation (QUINTELIER, 2015; ŠEREK; UMEMURA, 
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2015). This result can be interpreted as a cynical effect of the participation triggered by 
the political discussions between peers, negatively affecting young people’s behaviours 
of civic participation. This means that, during conversations with their friends, young 
people may not only share their participation experiences, but can also critically make 
these actions problematic, resulting in a withdrawal or disbelief in what concerns their 
impact in a transforming and emancipatory social change. In other words, although young 
people are concerned with public well-being, engaging with the needs and problems of 
their communities through their services and volunteer work, during moments in which 
they socialize with their peers, they may conclude that these forms of participation (i.e. 
volunteering, raising donations or using symbols to demonstrate support for certain social 
and political causes) do not have the desired effect on social reality and, thus, fail to 
invest in those actions because they have a palliative character of the symptoms of social 
problems, more than resolving structural inequality and social injustice that are at their 
origin (BIESTA, 2008; PRIESTLEY; 2013). Either way, that relationship may be explored in 
future research. As for the impact of the media, despite the initial negative effect, young 
people who spend more of their time consuming political content on the Internet, television 
and radio tend to increase their levels of civic and online participation. Contrary to results 
from previous studies (e.g., SHAKER, 2014), reading newspapers and/or magazines did 
not have a significant effect on juvenile behaviours of participation. Perhaps the effect 
of reading newspapers and/or magazines on the proposed models had been mediated 
by the effect of Internet browsing. The Internet allows rapid access and sharing of a set 
of endless information, including political content of newspapers and online magazines 
(SERRA, 2006). Therefore, contemporary young people, immersed in this technological 
and communicational reality, reveal a preference for reading by means of the computer 
screen, in detriment to reading printed format (COUGHLAN, 2013). In relation to the 
scout association, the experiences of high quality participation in this associative context 
were shown to be influential in explaining higher initial levels of activism, but, above 
all, they proved to be the most significant predictor in the trajectories of change in civic 
participation over time. Therefore, in consonance with previous longitudinal studies (e.g. 
AZEVEDO, 2009), the fact that that associative context enables participation experiences 
in which young people effectively enjoy opportunities either of involvement in significant 
issues in their communities, simultaneously expressing their opinions in interaction 
with a plurality of others (peers and adults) and perspectives, or of a critical analysis 
and reflection of these experiences, has significantly affected levels of participation of 
young people, namely through volunteering and other actions of a civic character. In 
sum, the search for information gathered from different sources, the positive perception 
of civic and political participation of peers and the family, the participation in political 
discussions and the quality of participation experiences in associative contexts, constitute 
powerful predictors of the different trajectories of change of the juvenile behaviours of 
participation in the public sphere.

Like any empirical study, the present study should be analysed in the light of some 
limitations. Although longitudinal data was used, the causality of the relationship between 
the agents of political socialization and juvenile behaviors of civic and political participation 
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was not determined, given the purpose of this article. Thus, future research should scrutinize 
the directionality of these relationships. Future studies that analyse the relationship between 
the processes of political socialization and the trajectories of participation of young people 
should integrate into the models either the effects of other agents of socialization, such as the 
neighborhood, the school or different types of associations, or other forms of participation 
that are utilized by contemporary young people.
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