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ABSTRACT

This article reports, for the first time in Brazil, the occurrence of the louse Ciconiphilus
decimfasciatus parasitizing the great egret (Casmerodius albus ) from the state of Rio Grande do Sul,

southern Brazil.

KEY WORDS: Ciconiphilus decimfasciatus, Casmerodius albus, louse, great egret, Ciconiiformes,

Phthiraptera.

RESUMO

PRIMEIRO RELATO DECICONIPHILUS DECIMFASCIATUS (AMBLYCERA: MENOPONIDAE)
EM CASMERODIUS ALBUS (AVES: CICONIIFORMES) NO BRASIL. Este trabalho registra, pela
primeiravez no Brasil,aocorrénciado piolhoCiconiphilusdecimfasciatus parasitandogarca-branca-
grande (Casmerodius albus) no Estado do Rio Grande do Sul.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: Ciconiphilus decimfasciatus, Casmerodius albus, piolho, garca-branca-grande,
Ciconiiformes, Phthiraptera.

The genus Ciconiphilus Bedford, 1939, contains
14 recognized species of lice, whose known
distribution is limited to certain hosts of the orders
Ciconiiformes and Anseriformes Price & BEER,
1965b). This genus is one of the Colpocephalum - a
complex of the family Menoponidae, which
comprises all genera with ctenidia on the venter of
the third femur (CLAy, 1969). The birds of the order
Ciconiiformesare represented by 4 familiesin Brazil
and three in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, one of
these, the family Ardeidae, comprisesthe egretsand
herons (Benck, 2001). According toSick (2001) various
species of this family occur in all continents, as
Casmerodius albus. Branps (2005), recognize
Casmerodius as a valid genus, but INFONATURA (2005)
place this genusas ajunior synonym of Ardea; in this
work, we prefer to use Casmerodius, more common
among South American ornithologists. In November,
2002, wasreceivedinthe Center for Wildlife Recovery
(Nucleode Reabilitagdo daFaunaSilvestre/CETAS)
of the University Federal of Pelotas (31°47’ L.S. and
52025’ L.W.) one specimen of great egret (Casmerodius
albus) for recovery and posterior return t nature.
Were collected 38 lice from the body surface which
wereclarified in Andre’s fluid, dehydrated in ethanol,
treated with in Creosote and mounted onpermanent
slides with Canada Balsam. In evaluating the
character "venter of third femur with ctenidia”, itwas

concluded that the lice is from the Colpocephalum-
complex of Menoponidae; in this complex,only 2
genera parasite birds of the order Ciconiiformes:
Colpocephalum and Ciconiphilus. Two works, Price &
Beer(1965a) and Price & EmERrson (1967), revised the
species of Colpocephalum that parasite the
Ciconiiformes, but report that all species (45) of this
genus, are parasiticinother families, noton Ardeidae.
Another work, Price & Beer (1965b), revised the
species of the genusCiconiphilusand reported that C.
decimfascaitus, together with the closely related C.
melanolophi, represents the only Ciconiphilusknown
from the family Ardeidae. By the examination of the
male genitalia (specific character) and other features,
it was concluded that the louse is Ciconiphilus
descimfasciatus (BoisbuvaL & Lacorpairg, 1835). This
parasite has been described parasitizing 24 species
of Ardeidae worldwide and in Casmerodius albusin
USA, Mexico, Nicaragua and Madagascar. This
report characterizes the first occurrence of C.
decimfasciatus on C. albusin Braziland South America.
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