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Due to COVID, it has been expected that there would be a reduction in research, 
and consequently, in the number of articles from these studies. And REM is no 
exception. There has been a reduction in published and received articles in 2022.

Even so, it is necessary to reduce the evaluation time of the articles (the average in 
REM is 125 days) because I believe that this reduction is important and will pro-
vide great possibilities for the future. This time reduction for analysis determines 
priority and presents the relationship between urgency and importance. The better 
this relationship, the more one can perceive what is urgent and important.

This time-reduction process can begin if one looks for potential future associ-
ate editors among young, oriented researchers. For this, current editors could seek 
help from this group, which we could call Assistant Associate Editors.

Since REM cannot afford the maintenance costs for the use of Publons Re-
viewer Locator and Publons Reviewer Recognition, approximately U$ 1200/year), 
our solution would be to increase the number of evaluators indicated by the 
associate editors.

In my opinion, locator entities have some flaws because they do not recognize 
only the area of the journal, but bring articles from several areas, which have noth-
ing to do with those of the journal. Furthermore, the responses to the invitations 
made are minimal (around 10-15%), low for Clarivate's annual cost.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome a new reviewer, Civil 
Engineering area, Diogo Ribeiro, professor at the Instituto Superior de Engenharia 
do Porto (ISEP).

Finally, thinking about time management for analyzing an article and increasing 
the number of reviewers, assistant associate editors are what REM needs to incor-
porate and encompass its role in disseminating science. Another extremely crucial 
and important thing to improve and make the most of your time is to delegate.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/0370-44672022750050

Time is a matter of priority

Prof. Jório Coelho1

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5041-5085

1Editor Chefe

Universidade Federal de Ouro Preto -UFOP, Escola de Minas, Departamento de Geologia

Ouro Preto - Minas Gerais - Brasil

E-mail: editor@rem.com.br

All content of the journal, except where identified, is licensed under a Creative Commons attribution-type BY.


