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The number of citations in a scientific journal does not
increase through an administrative act
O numero de citacdes de um periddico ndao aumenta através de

um ato administrativo
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In Brazil, Qualis-Periédicos is a system used by the
Brazilian Agency for Support and Evaluation of Graduate
Education (CAPES) to classify the productivity of post-
graduate programs in relation to articles published in
scientific journals. These journals are ranked in the
descending order of quality as A1, A2, B1, B2, B3, B4,
B5, and C. Bibliometric indicators are used to evaluate
periodicals, taking into account the number of citations
received™.

Authors from postgraduate programs need to publish
in journals that have a good classification in Qualis-Pe-
riédicos, with direct repercussions, for example, for
obtaining funding for research. This contributes to a per-
verse logic: journals with least indicators receive the
least citable articles.

In an attempt to reverse this situation, the Medi-
cine 11l (surgery) evaluation area decided, as an expe-
riment, to upgrade the Qualis-Periédicos ranking of two
journals. Thus, in 2013-2016, these two journals, which
according to the number of citations should be classified
as B3, received an artificial upgrade to B1. The objective
was to attract authors to publish their more citable arti-
cles in these journals®.

We compared the impact factor calculated through
the SClmago Journal & Country Rank 2013-2016 (SJR)
between the two upgraded journals and other 55 journals
with B3 rankings of Medicine 11l (Table 1). We concluded

Submitted for publication: May 20, 2018
Accepted for publication: May 27, 2018

Funding: No specific financial support was available for this study.

Disclosure of potential conflicts of interest: None of the authors have any potential
conflicts of interest to disclose.

Corresponding author: Rodrigo Pessoa Cavalcanti Lira.

Universidade Federal de Pernambuco. Rua Irma Maria David, 200/1302 - Recife, PE
52061-070 - Brazil - E-mail: rodrigopclira@hotmail.com

Table 1. Variation of SJR from 2013 to 2016

Journals with SJR 2013 SJR 2016

upgraded rank (mean) (mean) Variation SD p
Yes (N=2) 0.240 0.255 0.015 0.016 0.872
No (N=55) 0.273 0.278 0.005 0.085

SJR= SClmago Journal & Country Rank; SD= standard deviation.
p-values were calculated using the Student’s t-test.

that the artificial upgrade of the two journals was not
enough to guarantee more citations.

These data suggested that an administrative act, such
as the artificial upgrade of Qualis-Periédicos ranking,
was not enough to improve the citation of Brazilian journals.
It may be more effective to adopt other measures, such
as specialized editorial support, high-level editorial staff,
prospect for good articles, restriction on the number
of articles, publication of review articles, adoption of
English as the standard language, extensive indexing in
databases, free or low-cost publication, rigorous and
speedy review and publication processes, and adverti-
sements at large scientific meetings®.
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