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teachers, based on the Diagnostic and Statistic Manu-
al for Mental Health-IV, of the American Association of
Psychiatry (DSM-IV); to compare the level of agreement
amongst teachers, and between teachers and parents, in
the identification of children with ADHD symptom:s.
Method: A questionnaire with questions taken from
the DSM-IV and other sources was applied to the sub-
jects’ teachers, in a public school of Curitiba. ADHD prev-
alence and subtypes related to age, gender and type of
teacher were analysed, as well as the level of agreement
between teachers. The clinical sample was taken from the
school sample. The children were evalutated by a med-
ical/psychological team, and the questionnaire was ap-
plied to the parents. After comparing the DSM-IV criteria
(parents and teachers/ questionnaires) with the clinical
evaluation (gold standard), the BQ, versions for teachers
and parents, with a minimum of questions for the atten-
tion and hyperactivity/impulsivity dimensions, was devel-
oped. The constructo accuracy and validity of the teach-
ers' version were tested on students from another public
school, and of the parents’ version, on a clinical sample.
Results: The ADHD BQ is made of seven items (three
of the attention deficit dimension and four of the hy-
peractivity/impulsivity dimension) in the teachers'version
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and of eight items (four of the attention deficit dimen-
sion and four of the hyperactivity/impulsivity dimen-
sion) in the parents’ version. Prevalence according to
the teachers was 12 %. The level of agreement related
to the questions amongst the teachers was low in both
the school and the clinical samples, as well as between
teachers and parents. The BQ, compared to the DSM-1V,
showed higher sensitivity in the clinical sample. The cor-
relationship and sensitivity were adequate when com-
pared to another school and clinical sample.

Discussion: The ADHD BQ, versions for parents and
teachers, elaborated from the Inicial Questionnaire
based on the DSM-IV, presented a discriminative capaci-
ty similar to the DSM-IV. After the confiability and validi-
ty tests in a more representative population, it may be of
great clinical and epidemiological usefulness. ADHD high
prevalence, according to teachers, is compatible with re-
search results. The low agreement amongst teachers,
and between them and the parents, reaffirmed in this
study, should alert clinicians to the need of evaluating
rating scales and questionnaires from differente sourc-
es with the greatest care.

KEY WORDS: attention-deficit’/hyperactivity disor-
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Epilepsy is a chronic disorder that affects the quality
of life, especially in it's critical periods, when the disease
disadvantage life's cultural, personal and social aspects
as well as family relationships. This study analyzed the
quality of life in epileptic patients (QV) related to differ-
ent issues: social, physical and emotional, all of them cor-
related to the disease and individual variables: the per-
ception of seizure control.

Patients from the outpatient’s clinic of Hospital de
Base and those identified in the community of Sdo José
do Rio Preto were compared. 165 patients diagnosed
with epilepsy were evaluated by Quality of Life 65 Ques-
tionnaire (QQV-65). 87 female and 78 male, from the
ambulatory service of Hospital de Base (N=105) and pa-
tients from the community (N=-60) of Sdo José do Rio
Preto city. Their ages ranged between 18 and 75 years

old (mean=41.28; standard deviation=13.26). The study
showed significant associations between age and fi-
nal quality of life (p-value = 0.003) as well as education
and final quality of life (p= 0.001). There was signifi-
cant relation between perception and seizure control
and all the aspects of QV: total range of QV (p=0.000),
health (p=0.000), physical aspects (p=0.000), social as-
pects (p=0.003), locus of control (p=0.000), self-concept
(p=o0.25), emotional aspects (valor - p=0,000) and cogni-
tive aspects (value - p=0,0009).

There was no correlation between patients’ origin
(ambulatory or outpatients’ clinic) and the final quality
of life and its aspects (health, physical, cognitive, emo-
tional, self-concept and locus of control).

KEY WORDS: quality of life, epilepsy, adult popula-
tion study.
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