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Motor function evaluation of hydro-
cephalus children (abstract)*. Disserta-
tion. Aracaju, 2010.

Aida Carla Santana de Melo Costa**

Introduction: Hydrocephalus constitutes a patholog-
ical condition including neurological and motor deficits 
that can result functional ability limitations. 

Objectives: To identify the condition of muscle tone; 
to check static and dynamic functional activities; to veri-
fy the association between tone alterations and function-
al activities in hydrocephalus children. 

Methods: A cross-sectional and descriptive study, us-
ing qualitative and quantitative approach, performed at 
the University Hospital in Aracaju city, from August 2009 
to March 2010.

Results: From 50 evaluated children, 60% had hyper-

tonia; 20% were hypotonic; and 20% showed no muscle 
tone alteration. Motor sequels were present in 92% of the 
sample. The static and dynamic functional activities were 
lower in hypertonic children and higher in hypotonic and 
normal tone children. 

Conclusion: Muscle tone exacerbation is more pres-
ent in hydrocephalus children and motor function is im-
paired, being the neuropsychomotor development delayed 
more evident in spastic children and less pronounced in 
children with normal muscle tone.

Key words: child, motor function, hydrocephalus, 
muscle tone.

*Avaliação da Função Motora de Crianças com Hidrocefalia (Resumo). 
Dissertação de Mestrado. Universidade Federal de Sergipe. (Área: 
Neurologia). Orientador: Carlos Umberto Pereira.
**Address: Avenida Adélia Franco 2403 - Condomínio Ícone Residence, 
Bloco A / ap. 804 - 49027-010 Aracaju SE - Brasil. (E-mail: aida-fisio@
hotmail.com).




