
ABSTRACT: Most Brazilian soils have restrictions on agricultural use related to acidity and nutrient availability. This study aims to evaluate 

a zinc (Zn) and lead (Pb) mining by-product (Zincal™), regarding its capacity to correct soil acidity, and to serve as a source of Zn. For 

evaluation of its efficacy, a comparison with dolomite + Zn sulfate was conducted. The experiment was set up in two soils, a Quartzarenic 

Neosol and a Red Latosol, and conducted under controlled conditions in the laboratory. Treatments consisted in the application of two 

doses, aiming at 75 and 95% base saturation of both liming materials, as well as in a control treatment without acidity correction. The effect 

of said treatments on pH, base saturation, Al3+, H+Al, Ca2+, Mg2+, Zn, Mn and Pb contents were evaluated over 120 days. Similar responses 

were obtained from both liming materials, regarding their capacity to increase the pH of the soil, reduce Al3+ and potential acidity (H+Al), 

and increase base saturation. Differences observed in these attributes were dose-related. In regard to Ca and Mg, the content released in 

soil correlates with the content present in the liming materials. Zincal™ released more Mg and less Ca than dolomite, hence proving to be 

efficient in releasing Zinc. 
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INTRODUCTION

Most tropical soils exhibit some kind of chemical limitation, and soil acidity is a major factor impacting agricultural 
productivity. According to Quaggio (2000), around 70% of Brazilian soils are naturally acidic, with low Ca and Mg 
contents, usually combined with high A13+ availability. In addition to the soils being naturally acidic, successive 
harvests over the years also acidify the soil due to nitrogen fertilization, organic matter mineralization, and basic 
cations leaching. Thus, improvement of degraded soils is highly recommended to achieve sustainable productivity 
(Srivastava and Rai 2012).

A widely used soil amendment strategy consists of liming applications that neutralize soil acidity mitigate Al and Mn 
toxicity and increase Ca and Mg contents (Rossetto et al. 2004; 2014), thus creating a more suitable environment for root 
growth.  However, liming reduces some micronutrients availability, particularly zinc (Zn), due to the increase in soil pH 
(Mellis et al. 2018). In addition, heavily weathered and leached tropical soils are characterized by a low content of Zn and 
other micronutrients (Alloway 2008). 

In recent years, a growing number of studies have focused on the agricultural use of industrial by-products and mine 
tailings in Brazil. Commonly, the search for alternative sources of fertilizers and correctives begins with incubations 
in laboratory or pot studies, such as Chaves and Farias (2008), with steel slag; Lo Monaco et al. (2012), with ground 
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sea shells; Lasso et al (2013), with construction residues; Raimundo et al. (2013), with marble processing waste; and 
Martins et al (2015), who investigated the effect of silicate rock powder and a manganese mining by-product on  
the soil chemical properties, among others. In all of these studies, the potential use of these products as a corrective of 
soil acidity or as a nutrient source was determined. However, Islabão et al. (2014), when studying rice husk ash as a soil 
acidity corrective, claimed that the scientific advances achieved with studies conducted at laboratory level need to be 
translated into appropriate technologies for a large-scale use of these alternative products. This translation, according 
to the authors, should include field studies.

Even though some agricultural inputs still have large natural reserves to be explored, it is important to note that these 
sources are finite and may become scarce in the future. Therefore, the use of alternative sources, such as industrial and 
mining residues, is crucial to increase the lifespan of the reserves currently explored and to ensure the sustainability of 
agricultural production. The purpose of this study was, thus, to evaluate a Zn and Pb mine tailing relatively to its capacity 
to function as a soil acidity neutralizer and as a source of Zn in a tropical soil.

 MATERIAL AND METHODS

Sampling and soil characterization 

The study was conducted with a sandy soil classified as Quartzarenic Neosol (QN), and a clayey soil, Red Latosol (RL) 
(Embrapa 2013). Approximately 50 kg of each soil were collected with a spade from the upper soil layer (0 to 0.2 m) in 
areas cultivated with sugarcane for over ten years. The RL soil was collected in the municipality of Batatais (20°53’02”S; 
47°28’43”W; 930 masl) and the NQ, in Serrana (20°53’02”S; 47°28’43”W; 930 masl), in the state of São Paulo, Brazil. 
The soils were air dried and sifted with a 2 mm sieve. Determinations of pH (CaCl2 0.01 M), potential acidity (H+Al 
with SMP solution), Mn and Zn (DTPA pH 7.3) were performed as described by Raij et al. (2001), while K, Ca and Mg 
were determined by extraction with ammonium acetate, 1 mol∙L-1 at pH 7.0 (Shuman and Duncan 1990). The particle 
size was measured by the pipette method (Camargo et al. 1986). Values of sand, silt and clay were 898, 15, and 87 g∙kg-1 
for QN and 542, 71, and 387 g∙kg-1 for RL, respectively. Field capacity was 0.07 g∙g-1 for QR and 0.19 g∙g-1 for RL. Soil 
chemical attributes are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Soil chemical attributes prior to the application of the treatments. Soils collected in the 0 to 20 cm layer.

Soils pH
K Ca Mg Al H+Al SB CEC V m Mn Zn

———————————— mmolc∙dm-3————————————— ——— % ——— mg∙dm-3

QN 5.4 0.8 35 6.7 0.5 22.4 42.5 64.9 65 1.2 4.5 0.8

RL 5.2 3.2 29 7.7 1.0 29.9 39.9 69.8 57 2.5 32.2 1.9

QN = Quartzarenic Neosol; RL = Red Latosol; SB = sum of bases; CEC = cation exchange capacity; V = soil base saturation; m = soil aluminum saturation.

Characterization of liming materials

A Zn and Pb mine tailing from Paracatu, in the state of Minas Gerais, Brazil, was evaluated as agricultural liming 
material. This product, properly licensed as soil acidity corrective (Zincal™) derives from galena and sphalerite ore 
exploration. Raw ore is transformed into lead sulfide (Pb) and zinc (Zn) concentrates, generating, as a by-product, an 
agricultural liming material.

For assessment of this by-product, both as an agricultural liming material and as a source of Zn, a comparison with 
dolomite and dolomite + Zn sulfate (ZnSO4·7H2O) was conducted. The liming materials characterization, according to 
Brazil (2014), is shown in Table 2.  
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Table 2. Characterization of liming materials.

Liming 
material

CaO MgO CCE RE ENV Cd Pb Mn Zn-HCla Zn-CAb Zn-NACc

—————————— % —————————— ——————————— mg∙kg-1 ———————————

Dolomite 
(DOL) 44.4 9.5 103.5 99.0 102.4 < 1 5 < 1 21 – –

Zincal™ (ZIN) 27.5 17.2 92.3 98.8 91.2 11 504 3900 3300 1878 1796

CCE = calcium carbonate equivalent; RE = reactivity (fineness of griding); ENV = effective neutralizing value (ENV = CCE×RE/100). 
aExtracted with concentrated HCl; bextracted with 2% citric acid; cextracted with neutral ammonium citrate + water (1:1).

Experimental design

The experiment was conducted in the laboratory at the Agronomic Institute (IAC; from Portuguese, 
Instituto Agronômico de Campinas), in the city of Campinas, Brazil. The experimental design for both soils 
was entirely randomized, consisting of 1.2 kg soil samples in which five treatments with three replications 
were set up, as described in Table 3. Each sample was divided into four 0.3 kg subsamples and incubated 
in 0.35 dm3 pots for analysis over time. Liming material, dolomite (DOL) and Zincal™ (ZIN), doses were 
determined by the base saturation method (Raij et al. 1997), aiming to reach V of 75 (DOL75 and ZIN75) and 
95% (DOL95 and ZIN95), as shown in Table 3. Considering an ENV of 100%, the liming material doses to 
achieve V of 75%, were 0.7 and 1.9 Mg∙ha-1 for QN and RL, respectively. For V = 95%, the doses were 1.17 and  
2.6 Mg∙ha-1 for QN and RL, respectively. Samples treated with DOL also received doses of Zn sulfate calculated 
to provide the equivalent Zn quantities contained in Zincal™. After treatment applications, soil samples were 
homogenized and incubated for 2, 30, 60 and 120 days, maintaining the humidity between 60 and 80% of field 
capacity. Soil moisture was checked by weighing the pots every 4 or 5 days and adjusted by adding deionized water.

Table 3. Treatments with doses of liming materials and Zn in two tropical soils, São Paulo, Brazil.

Treatment

Quartzarenic Neosol Red Latosol

Liming material Zna Liming material Zna

——————————————————— mg∙kg of soil-1 ———————————————————

Control 0 0 0 0

Dolomite 75 (DOL75) 342 1.27 525 1.93

Dolomite 95 (DOL95) 945 3.50 1275 4.70

Zincal™ 75 (ZIN75) 383 – 588 –

Zincal™ 95 (ZIN95) 1059 – 1429 –
aZn applied as zinc sulfate.

Analyses

Soil chemical analysis

Treatment effects on soil chemical attributes were determined in all incubation periods. Contents of Ca, Mg, and K 
availability were estimated by extraction with 1 mol∙L-1 ammonium acetate at 7.0 pH with modifications (Shuman and Duncan 
1990). For that purpose, 2.5 cm-3 of soil and 25 mL of extraction solution were added to an Erlenmeyer, and subsequently 
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centrifuged for 15 minutes at 21 rad∙s-1. After decanting for 16 hours, 1.0 mL of the supernatant diluted in 10 mL of 0.1% 
lanthanum was removed for reading in an atomic absorption spectrophotometer. Additional soil chemical analyses were 
conducted according to Raij et al. (2001) for determination of pH CaCl2 (0.01 M); H+Al was determined by SMP solution, 
and micronutrients and Pb by DTPA 7.3 pH. Based on values obtained from those analyses, the base saturation of the soils 
under study was calculated.  

Exchangeable and non-exchangeable calcium and magnesium

The determination of exchangeable and non-exchangeable Ca and Mg content was carried out only in samples 
collected on the 120th day after incubation (DAI), according to Quaggio et al. (1995). In a percolating tube, 10 cm3 of 
soil were placed on slow filtering papers. Thereafter, four times the volume of 25 mL of KCl 1 mol∙L-1 was percolated. 
The percolated extract was collected in a 100-mL volumetric flask, and the volume was corrected with deionized 
water. In a 0.5-mL aliquot from the extract obtained, 10 mL of 0.1% lanthanum solution were added and subsequently 
read by the atomic absorption spectrophotometry. After deducting the values from the control treatment, where no 
correctives were added, the results indicated exchangeable Ca and Mg contents in the soil where correctives had 
been added, i. e., the fraction of correctives that had already been reacted in the soil. The same extract was used to 
obtain the content of exchangeable A1 in soil, and the reading followed the same methodology for KCl extraction, 
as described in Raij et al. (2001).  

After the first extraction, the soil was transferred to a 200-mL test tube and a 30-mL of water maximum was used to 
transfer the soil from the percolating tube to the test tube for determining non-exchangeable Ca and Mg contents. After 
transferring, a 50-ml of HCl 0.8 mol∙L-1 solution was added. Thereafter, the whole content was boiled on a hot plate for 10 
minutes (~ 200oC). Thus, by boiling the soil together with the action of hydrochloric acid (HCl), the remaining corrective was 
forced to react (fast dissolving). After this process, the sample was cooled, the material filtered in a slow filtering paper, the 
extract transferred to a 100-mL volumetric flask, and the volume filled up with deionized water. Subsequently, 1 mL extract 
was diluted in 10 mL of 0.5% lanthanum for determination of non-exchangeable Ca and Mg contents by spectrophotometer 
reading. After deducting the values from the control treatment, to which no correctives had been added, the results indicated 
the fractions of correctives that had not been reacted in soil.

Statistical Analysis

Data were submitted to variance analysis, and, when significant (F-test; p < 0.05), a comparison of means was performed 
by Tukey`s HSD test, using SISVAR™ statistical analysis system, version 5.6 (Ferreira 2011).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The liming materials applied proved to be efficient in neutralizing soil acidity, showing similar responses regardless of 
the evaluated soil (Figs. 1a and 1b). This indicates that, for the purpose of correcting soil acidity, Zincal™ is as efficient as 
dolomite, being a potential alternative source of corrective. 

Regarding the reactivity, both correctives showed rapid reaction in soil, as increases in pH two days after incubation 
were very close to the maximum values obtained between 30 and 60 DAI (Fig. 1). In general, the pH values obtained with 
application of correctives varied between 5.5 and 6.2, being in a range considered ideal for most crops (Raij et al. 1997). The 
observed results of such a rapid change in pH may have been affected by the small volume of soil (0.3 dm3) incubated in 
each pot. Other variables that also reflect the reactivity of the materials, such as Ca and Mg availability and base saturation, 
increased over the incubation period (Fig. 2). 
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Figure 1. Effect of treatment on the soil pH – (a) Red Latosol; (b) Neosol – on Al3+ concentration – (c) Red Latosol; (d) Quartzarenic Neosol –, as 
well as on potential acidity (H + A1) – (e) Red Latosol; (f) Quartzarenic Neosol. 

DOL75 and DOL95: application of dolomite aiming to reach base saturation of 75 and 95%, respectively; ZIN75 and ZIN95: application of Zincal™ aiming to reach 
base saturation of 75 and 95%, respectively.
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Figure 2. Treatment effects on soil Ca – (a) Red Latosol; (b) Quartzarenic Neosol – and Mg availability – (c) Red Latosol; (d) Quartzarenic 
Neosol –, as well as on base saturation – (e) Red Latosol; (f) Quartzarenic Neosol.

DOL75 and DOL95: application of dolomite aiming to reach base saturation of 75 and 95%, respectively; ZIN75 and ZIN95: application of Zincal™ aiming to reach 
base saturation of 75 and 95%, respectively.
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The initial Al3+ content in soils was low, in the order of 0.5 and 1.0 mmolc∙dm-3, and A1 saturation was 1 and 2% for 
the Neosol and Latosol soils, respectively see (Table 1). Despite its low content in soil, the increase in soil pH caused by 
liming further reduced Al3+ availability in both soils (Figs. 1c and 1d). The treatments showed a rapid reduction in Al3+ 
availability in the first two days of incubation. In the Latosol, a slight difference between the types of correctives was 
observed on the 2nd DAI, with Zincal™ being less effective in decreasing Al3+ availability. However, after the 30th DAI, 
both correctives showed almost the same effect regarding Al3+ availability.  The faster reaction of dolomite is probably 
due to the higher concentration of Mg in Zincal™. According to Barber (1984), the rate of dissolution is affected by the 
Mg content of the liming material. Throughout the incubation period, the effects of liming materials were predominantly 
determined by the applied doses. Both correctives, when used in their maximum dose, reduced the exchangeable content 
of Al3+ to zero. However, the reaction occurred more rapidly in the QN (60 DAI) than in the RL (120 DAI), probably 
due to the lower buffer capacity of QN. The potential acidity (H+Al) showed a similar response to that of Al3+ to the 
applied doses of both liming materials. 

Over time, a small increase in potential acidity and Al3+ availability was observed in the control treatment, as 
well as a reduction in soil pH (Fig. 1). These changes may be a consequence of acidification caused by soil organic 
matter decay, as the conditions of moisture and aeration of the soil during incubation favored microbial activity. In 
treatments aimed at increasing the base saturation to 75% (ZIN75 and DOL75), both the potential acidity and Al3+ 
did not vary significantly over the incubation period. Apparently, the amount of corrective applied was sufficient 
to create a buffer effect on the soil, preventing its acidification. DOL95 and ZIN95 treatments showed significant 
reductions in potential acidity and Al3+ availability during the incubation period. Although enlightening the potential 
effects of the liming materials studied, the dynamics of the observed reactions cannot be immediately transferred 
to field conditions. Both the acidification processes and the reaction of liming materials occur in different ways 
under field conditions when compared to the laboratory environment. For example, the closed system of a pot, 
even though it allows gas exchange with the environment, cannot mimic the constant movement of water and 
nutrients observed in the soil.

As shown in Table 2, the liming materials presented differences in their composition, which probably influenced 
the changes in the soil availability of Ca2+ and Mg2+ observed during incubation. Dolomite-treated soils showed 
faster increases in Ca2+ availability than those receiving Zincal™. However, by the 120th DAI, the content of Ca2+ 
in the treatment with ZIN95 was the same as that of DOL95 (Figs. 2a and 2b). Probably, also as a result of the 
composition of the liming materials, the largest increments of Mg2+ were observed with the application of Zincal™, 
especially with the ZIN95 treatment (Fig. 2c and 2d). 

As for the Ca2+ content in soil, even being high prior to treatment applications (> 7 mmolc∙dm-3; Raij et al. 1997), a great 
increase, resulting from applications of correctives, was observed in both soils studied (Figs. 2a and 2b). In response to the 
correctives applied, by the 120th DAI, Ca2+ availability varied between 50 and 69 mmolc∙dm-3 in the Latosol, and between  
62 and 83 mmolc∙dm-3 in the Neosol. Likewise, Mg availability varied from 12 to 28 mmolc∙dm-3 in the Latosol, and 
between 10 and 22 mmolc∙dm-3 in the Neosol (Figs. 2c and 2d).

Changes in Ca and Mg availability, resulting from the application of the two correctives, altered the Ca:Mg ratio 
in the soil. By the 120th DAI, the control treatment in the Latosol showed a Ca:Mg ratio of 4:1, changed to 5:1 with 
the addition of dolomite, regardless of the dose applied. By its turn, with ZIN75 and ZIN95, the ratio decreased 
to 3:1 and 2:1, respectively. In the Neosol, the control treatment Ca:Mg ratio, initially at 7:1, did not change with 
dolomite application. However, with ZIN75 and ZIN95, Ca:Mg ratio decreased to 5:1 and 4:1, respectively. These 
changes in this type of soil ratio after liming are due to differences regarding the inherent Ca:Mg ratio of the liming 
materials, approximately 6:1 for dolomite and 2:1 for Zincal™, respectively. This is a feature that can be considered 
by farmers as a criterion for the selection of correctives to be applied: considering the Ca:Mg of the soil and the 
crop requirements. Although some agronomists consider 4 to 6 a benchmark for the soil Ca:Mg ratio, this claim has 
not been validated for several crops. As long as gross imbalances were not created, there was often no correlation 
observed between soil Ca:Mg ratio and crop yield responses (Moser 1933; Simon et al. 1979; McLean and Brown, 
1984; Haby et al., 1993).



Bragantia, Campinas, 80, e3221, 20218

E. Cavalli et al.

Even considering the differences observed in Ca2+ and Mg2+ contents released by the correctives, the base saturation 
showed differences only as a function of the dose applied, regardless of the type of corrective (Figs. 2e and 2f). The 
treatments were efficient in increasing the base saturation in both soils studied, and both correctives showed virtually 
the same results. The treatments showed greater responses in the Neosol, achieving a maximum saturation of 81 
and 91%, respectively, for doses applied to reach 75 and 95% saturation. However, in the Latosol, the base saturation 
reached 72 and 84% for the same doses. These differences observed in base saturation after liming are due to the 
buffer capacity of each soil. The RL, due to its greater buffering capacity, showed an increase in base saturation slightly 
lower than that observed in the NQ. The most pronounced reaction in the Neosol relates to its characteristics, such 
as lower potential CTC, and lower clay and iron contents (1.7-fold lower than Latosol), which give greater potential 
for a liming response. 

The saturation values obtained at the end of 120 days of incubation were either closer or higher than those expected, 
owing to the fact that the experiment was carried out in a laboratory closed system, with no chances of base losses in 
underlying soil layers, as well as no influence of plants on soil acidification (H+ release by roots) or base removal from 
absorption by plants. Calonego et al. (2012), under similar conditions to the present study, obtained greater saturation 
than expected. However, when the experiment is conducted under field conditions, the value of the base saturation 
normally obtained is quite below the expected result (Rosseto et al. 2014, Morelli et al. 1992). 

Table 4. Exchangeable (E) and non-exchangeable (NE) Ca and Mg in the soil and percentage of liming material that had reacted at 120 days 
after incubation.

Treatments

Red Latosol Quartzarenic Neosol

Ca E Ca NE Mg E Mg NE Ca E Ca NE Mg E Mg NE

—————————————————————— mmolc∙dm-3 ——————————————————————— 

DOL75 15.5 b 2.3 b 4.2 c 1.6 b 8.3 b 3.6 b 1.6 c 1.5 b

DOL95 33.5 a 6.4 a 8.7 b 2.8 b 19.3 a 10.9 a 4.7 b 1.9 a

ZIN75 12.5 c 2.6 b 8.0 b 2.9 b 8.9 b 4.5 b 6.5 b 0.7 c

ZIN95 17.7 b 7.5 a 15.5 a 7.0 a 18.0 a 12.9 a 13.6 a 1.3 b

Average 19.8 4.7 9.1 3.6 13.6 8.0 6.6 1.35

CV (%) 4.89 27.44 9.81 14.92 6.92 13.83 14.08 7.6

p-value <0.001 0.002 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Treatments
Ca Mg Ca + Mg Ca Mg Ca + Mg

———————————————————————— % ————————————————————————

DOL75 87 72 80 70 52 61

DOL95 83 75 79 64 71 68

ZIN75 82 73 78 66 90 78

ZIN95 70 69 70 58 91 75

Values in a column followed by equal letters do not differ statistically according to the Tukey`s HSD test (p < 0.05).
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During the period of 120 days of the experiment, both liming materials showed very similar effects. Thus, in 
order to estimate their residual effect, the exchangeable and non-exchangeable Ca and Mg contents were quantified. 
(Table 4). For both soils and correctives, it was observed that over 60% of limestone applied had already reacted 
in the soil by the end of the 120-day incubation period. This result corroborates with Mello et al. (2003), who 
concluded that the finer particles of limestone (< 0.30 mm) react in up to three months in soil, with coarser particles 
reacting subsequently. 

In the Latosol, a quite similar reaction was observed among correctives with the DOL75, DOL95, and ZIN75 
treatments, showing that 79% of correctives had already been reacted, while, with ZIN95, the reaction was 70% by 
the 120th DAI. In the Neosol, a lower reactivity for dolomite (DOL75 = 61%, DOL95 = 68%) was observed, being 
practically equal to Zincal™ (ZIN75 = 78%; ZIN95 = 75%).

A quick reaction may be important when implanting a culture. However, it is worth mentioning that this will 
result in a lower residual effect. Studies by Raij et al. (1982) on liming residual effects on tropical soils demonstrated 
that the exchangeable content of Ca2+ + Mg2+ was reduced from 32.5 to 27.8 mmolc∙dm-3, while the non-exchangeable 
content was reduced from 98.4 to 29.9 mmolc∙dm-3 over a period of 5 years. The authors concluded that, when a 
coarse limestone is utilized, the non-exchangeable content gradually changes into exchangeable content over time. 

Zincal™ showed to be efficient in releasing Zn to soil. However, the Zn content available in soils treated with 
Zincal™ was 50% lower than in soils treated with an equivalent application of this micronutrient via Zn sulfate 
(Figs. 3a and 3b). This lower Zn–Zincal™ reactivity is related to its solubility. Table 2 shows that approximately 55% 
of the total Zn (extracted with HCI) contained in the corrective were recovered by neutral ammonium citrate and 
citric acid, with values that were compatible with the quantities released by Zincal™. In addition, it was observed 
that the Zn released by both products was fast, since, in only 2 days after incubation, the Zn content available in 
soils was nearly the same as those determined by the 120th DAI.

Despite the lower Zn released by Zincal™, the Zn made available in the soil per ton of applied corrective 
(1mg∙dm-3, except for ZIN75 treatment in the Latosol = 0.5 mg∙dm-3) was sufficient to meet the demands of most 
crops (Raij et al. 1997). Currently, the application of Zn in soil is done in a concentrated form, mainly through 
the use of a mixture of granules, fertilizers covered with Zn, or individual sources, such as Zn sulfate, oxide and 
chelate. Those technologies, although in use, are not usually capable of increasing Zn availability levels in soil, 
due to its low concentration in fertilizers and the difficulty in applying high doses of fertilizers, which, in addition 
to presenting operational difficulties, can increase the cost of production. Also, the application of conventional 
correctives decreases Zn availability in tropical soils, due to their adsorption with increased pH (Mellis et al. 2018, 
Pegorato et al. 2006), making the use of this by-product, as studied here, a potential strategy for increasing Zn 
availability in soil.

In general, a slightly greater availability of Mn was observed in the control treatment, even with Zincal™ 
application (Figs. 3c and 3d). Probably, the high Mn content of Zincal™ (Table 2) is contained in sparingly soluble 
forms. In addition, the detrimental effects of soil acidity correctives on Mn availability have been reported in the 
literature (Mellis et al. 2018; Pegoraro et al. 2006), which may explain the slightly greater availability of Mn in the 
control treatment.  

The total Pb contents in the soils studied here were low prior to the apllications of the treatments: 3 mg∙kg-3 in 
the Latosol, and 2 mg∙kg-3 in the Neosol. Although Pb content of Zincal™ was higher in comparison with dolomite 
(Table 2), it was within the limits established by Brazilian legislation (up to 1000 mg∙kg-1) (Brazil 2006). Even so, 
in order to check the possible environmental impact of the liming materials, the soil Pb availability was evaluated 
according to the doses, and the incubation period (Figs. 3e and 3d). Dolomite application reduced the Pb availability 
when compared to the control over time. For Zincal™, even with the increase of pH due to its application, there was 
a significant increase in the soil Pb availability. Even so, the increase in this availability was very low, presenting 
no significant risk of soil contamination. 
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Figure 3. Effect of treatments on Zn – (a) Red Latosol; (b) Quartzarenic Neosol –, Mn concentration – (c) Red Latosol; (d) Quartzarenic Neosol –, as 
well as Pb availability in soil – (e) Red Latosol; (f) Quartzarenic Neosol.

DOL75 and DOL95: application of dolomite aiming to reach base saturation of 75 and 95%, respectively; ZIN75 and ZIN95: application of Zincal™ aiming to reach 
base saturation of 75 and 95%, respectively.
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CONCLUSION

The mining by-product, Zincal™, has the same effectiveness in soil acidity correction as dolomite; has a greater capacity 
to supply Mg; and serves as a source of Zn. However, the release of Zn contained in Zincal™ is slower than that observed 
with the application of Zn sulfate.

Zincal™ and dolomite are equally efficient in decreasing the acidity of and Al3+ availability; and increasing base saturation 
and the Ca2+ and Mg2+ availability in two tropical soils, Red Latosol and Quartzarenic Neosol.
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