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Some nursing professionals, in Brazil, have training as a nurse and licensee, 
contemplating the possibility of acting as a nurse in the Health Care Network 
and in any scenario, in which there is the insertion of activities that require 
their performance and as a professor in secondary-level technical professional 
education (EPTNM), a modality of basic education.

This training has been offered, especially in public universities, by bach-
elor’s degree and compound degree in an integrated way, with knowledge of 
biological and human sciences, mainly in the field of education. This composi-
tion may favor the appropriation of a solid base of knowledge that structure 
professional praxis. This is the possibility of training involving two professional 
fields: nursing and teaching. 

Historically, there is fragile policy of professor training for EPTNM in Brazil. 
The valorization of the insertion of professors with consistent training who 
contribute to emancipatory education represents a contradiction. On the one 
hand, in the conservative way, it is enough the professional of a given area that 
will teach technical workers to do so. On the other hand, in a transformative 
perspective, professors’ work with a broad view, in the political-social, peda-
gogical and technical dimensions, will enhance the status quo questioning. 

It is in this perspective that it is up to the training to assure health workers 
not only the capacities for the realization of human care, but also to encourage 
a critical awareness of themselves and their reality, which also implies taking as 
north the training work on the Sanitary Reform foundations that, in summary, 
are present in the binomial health-democracy(1).

Given the numerical contingent of nursing assistants and technicians who 
make up the majority of the health team, licensed nurses’ work in the defense 
of a training project in favor of social needs, the Unified Health System (SUS 
- Sistema Único de Saúde) and human dignity is extremely important. This 
defense is even more relevant in the current political-economic scenario, in 
which the neoliberal ideology advances, shrinking social policies in favor of 
commodification, intensifying social inequalities. Exercising teaching implies 
assuming a project of education, health and society that needs to be trans-
lated into political-pedagogical decisions that go beyond the classroom and 
the specific contents to be taught, inserting itself in broader social relations. 

This means that there is a requirement that EPTNM professors have a training 
as a socially referenced nurse with consistent knowledge in different dimen-
sions, which allow the commitment to health care based on SUS principles. 
It is also necessary that nurse professors have extensive knowledge about 
epistemological aspects of education, education policies and curriculum as 
historical production and didactic developments arising from the specificity 
of EPTNM and in the area of health/nursing.

These ideas about the knowledge of the educational field meet the cat-
egorization of knowledge that every professor needs to master, and should 
be part of their training process: attitudinal knowledge; contextual-critical; 
specific; pedagogical and didactic-curricular(2). Forwarding the proposal of 
professor education, however, in the direction outlined here, has been de-
manding processes of confrontation and resistance, considering the current 
policies of professor education for basic education with a predominantly 
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pragmatic nature, devaluation of professors’ intellectual autonomy 
and decision-making, as well as the position of the Brazilian National 
Council of Education/MEC, which, when analyzing the document 
that proposes new Curriculum Guidelines for Nursing, in April 2021, 
disregards the degree.

Licensed nurses’ training does not, by itself, transform the concrete 
working conditions of professors or the training project proposed 

in technical schools, since any transformation of the educational 
system implies structural and conjuncture change in the direction 
of a democratic, just and egalitarian society(3). However, dialectically, 
human formation, understood as that which guarantees workers a 
complete formation that provides reading the world and acting as a 
citizen integrated into political society(4), is a fundamental dimension 
of social transformation. 
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