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ABSTRACT

Fique Furcraeaspp.Agavaceae) is source of natural fiber commuly used for packing in Colombia. Hothever
crop faces phytosanitary limitations that affect production, with scarce information published in this regaed. In an
situ biological collection ofurcraeaspp. larvae of an unidentified species of Pyralidae were found feeding on the
reproductive structures of the plants. Then, the aim of this work was to identify and report the species and damage of
a potentiaFurcraeaspp. pest in Colombidhe study done in the Research Center La Seld&&OSA/IA, in the
Municipality of RionegrdAntioquia, Colombia (6°07°46"N; -75°24°58Y; 2,100 m elavation)'he immature stages
were collected from infested bulbils and capsuleBuwtraeaplants and reared under laboratory conditions (17 °C
and 65% relative humidity) until adults emerge. The species was identifitfiiditricha erigendfRkagonot, 1888
using specialized keys for larva and adult. These larvae adversely affect the sanitary quality of fique seeds, which
could affect the expansion of cultivated areas.This paper presents a description of some characters useful for identifying
the species in the field.
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INTRODUCTION attacked byDiaspis bromeliakern, 1978 (Hemiptera:
Diaspididae) feeding on leaves and ro&afrachedra

Historically, natural fibers havéeen used in the ; _ )
production of clothing, as well as for housing and packingx@tor Hodges, 1966 (Lepidoptera: Batrachedridae)
eding on leaves (Pérez, 1964); &trhtegus fascinus

material. In the 1950s, non-biodegradable synthetic fibe

displaced them, but inadequate final disposition of nofRUrmeistey 1847 (Coleotera: Scarabaeidae) feeding on
biodegradable fibers eventually became an importafR0ts (Neita & Brett, 2009). In 1942 specimens of an
source of contamination at the global level (Baetes, unidentified Pyralidae (Lepidoptera) were collected from
2009). For this reason, the use of biodegradablﬂque'a”dthese are deposited in the Museo Entomoldgico
alternatives derived from natural fibers is promotefrancisco Luis Gallego (MEFLG) of Universidad Nacional
worldwide. In Colombia, Fique (Agavacedeurcraea de Colombia-Sede Medellin. The objective of this study
spp.) is the natural fiber most commonly used for packir§ to identify and report the species and damage of a
(Hidalgoet al, 2015; Manimaraet al, 2018); however PotentialFurcraeaspp. pestin Colombia.
this crop faces phytosanitary limitations that affect its
production (Linarest al, 2008; Ovallet al, 2018). MATERIAL AND METHODS

A number of insects are reported to feed on Intheex situbiological collection of Fique and related
Agavaceae’s inflorescences and bulbils worldwidespeciesEurcraea cabuydrel, Furcraea foetid4L.) Haw,
(Velazquezt al, 2010).Furcraeaspp. in Colombia are Agave sisalan®errine Furcraea spp. andhgavespp.),
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stablished in the Research Center La Selva @feserved last instar larvae in Kafslesolution and
AGROSAVIA, in the Municipality of Rionegréntioquia, identified them following Solis (2006). The specimens were
Colombia (6°07°46"N; -75°24°55" W; 2,100 masl), we founddentified asPhidotricha erigenfkagonot, 1888, both by
some unidentified Pyralidae larvae feeding on th#he morphological characters of the larvae (Solis, 2006),
reproductive structures of the plani/e collected as well as by the wing patterns of the adults (Ragonot,
infested bulbils and capsules Bfircraea plants, they 1888;Velazquezet al, 2010). Furthermore, specimen
were taken to the entomology laboratory of the Researalentification was confirmed by DWitor O. Becker
Centerto identify and describe their immature stages. researcher at the Scientific Institute Uiracu, Camacan, BA
Immature stages were reared on bulbils of the hoBtazil.
plantat 17 °C and 65% relative humidity until adults emer-
ge. The adults were mounted and photographed undeRESULTSAND DISCUSSION
stereomicroscope (Leica S9i, Germany) to compare their Phidotricha erigensis a widely distributed
wing characters. Subsequenthe specimens were sexed polyphagous species (Cock & Burris, 2013), whose larvae
with males recognized by their hair-like setae on thieave been reported in crops, such as corn, cotton, ginger
antennae (Ragonot, 1888elazquezet al, 2010).We loquat, mango, melon, orange, sweet granadilla,

Figurel: Phidotricha erigen®Ragonot 1888A. Recently laid egg®. - C. EggsD. Larvae in last instaE. PupaF. Male antenna.
G. Life female adultH. Mounted male.l.. Damage in a bulbil, red arrow and white circles denote the larva and its feeding.holes.
Damage in a capsule. FigukeF scale bars =1 mm. Figure G - J scale bars =1 cm.
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sorghum, tamarind, and white gourd. This is the reas@ONCL USION

Solis (2006) includes it within the 12 most economically  1is work records for the first time the presenc®of

important pest species of PyralidaeAgavaceae, this grigensas a potential insect pest in tharcraeaspp.
species has been recorded in inflorescence&gafi/e productive system.

cocuiTrelease (¥lazquezt al, 2010), a genus related
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two days laterfertile eggs turn yellow with hyaline edgesBecker (Scientific Research Institute Uiragu, Camacan
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hatch_. The head capsule is pale brown; the body of tB‘?eeding program for the cultivationfodue (Furcraea
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