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TUMORAL FORM OF ASCARIASIS

Eduardo A. B am birra, Ana M argarida  M .F . N ogueira e Inez Andrade

Ectopic forms of ascariasis w ith tum oral mass 
form ations in the abdom inal cavity are extremely 
rare. We can trace only tw o cases in the m edicai li- 
te ra tu re12. Recently we have seen one such case 
associated with a past history of traum atic  entero- 
peritoneal fistulae (air pistol accident) in a 7 year- 
old male Brazilian child w ith concom itan t intesti
nal ascariasis. Clinically a pre-operative diagnosis 
o f abdom inal cancer was m ade. D uring  explorato- 
ry laparotom y a large, firm tum oral mass sim ula- 
ting a benign peritoneal neoplasm  ( 1 2 x 5 x 4  cm) 
was found in the peritoneal cavity, loosely atta- 
ched to the bowel, but w ithout involvem ent o f its 
wall. Excision was simple w ith no intestinal dam a- 
ge. Recovery was w ithout com plications. T he his- 
tological p reparation  showed a m arked fibrous 
reaction around  preserved a n d /o r  degenerated as-
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caris eggs. Tissue eosinophilia was always present 
around  the eggs which were frequently em bryona- 
ted and contained 2,4 and 8 cell m orulas. There 
were also areas o f abscess form ation and a granu- 
lom atous reaction w ith m any foreign body giant 
cells. Serial sections o f  the excised m ass did not re- 
vealed larvae and adu lt worm s.

A lthough ascariasis is a very frequent infections 
in Brazil, this clinico-pathological form  is very ra
re. We think th a t term  tum oral form  o f  ascariasis 
m ore adequate  describes this peculiar clinico- 
pathological p resentation  which sim ulates an ab 
dom inal neoplasm .
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