
www.scielo.br/rsbmt  I  www.rsbmt.org.br OPEN
ACCESS

Corresponding author: Dr. Yener Aydin. e-mail: dryeneraydin@hotmail.com
Authors’ contribution: VA: Conception and design of the study, Acquisition of data, Drafting the article, Final approval of the version to be submitted; YA: Conception and design 
of the study, Analysis and interpretation of data; HO: Conception and design of the study, Analysis and interpretation of data.
Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest.
Financial Support: The authors declare that the article content was composed in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential 
conflict of interest.
Received 17 March 2022 | Accepted 19 May 2022

Images in Infectious Diseases

doi

Revista da Sociedade Brasileira de Medicina Tropical
Journal of the Brazilian Society of Tropical Medicine

Vol.:55 | (e0109-2022) | 2022
https://doi.org/10.1590/0037-8682-0109-2022

YEARS

A rare cause of dyspnea and cough: Diffuse tracheal 
papillomatosis

Veysel Ayyildiz[1] , Yener Aydin[2]  and Hayri Ogul[3] 

[1]. Suleyman Demirel University, Medical Faculty, Department of Radiology, Isparta, Turkey.
[2]. Ataturk University, Medical Faculty, Department of Thoracic Surgery, Erzurum, Turkey.

[3]. Duzce University, Medical Faculty, Department of Radiology, Duzce, Turkey.

FIGURE 1: Chest computed tomography findings in the coronal (A) and air-specific reformat 
(B) views demonstrating diffuse tracheal papillomatosis (arrows).

An 85-year-old man presented to our hospital for the 
evaluation of dyspnea and cough. Diffuse tracheal papillomatosis 
was noted on computed tomography findings (Figure 1A and 1B).

Respiratory papillomatosis usually develops from persistent 
infection of the respiratory mucosal epithelium by human 
papillomavirus 6 or 11 strains. Approximately 5% of patients with 
laryngeal papillomatosis have involvement of the trachea, proximal 
bronchi, or both. Malignant transformation rarely occurs in cases 
of recurrent respiratory papillomatosis1,2. Tracheal papillomatosis 
should be kept in mind as a rare cause of cough and dyspnea.
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