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Morphological characteristics and measure-
ments of the specimens collected, in millimetres
(minimum, maximum, followed by mean in paren-

Cosmocerca parl/a theses), are as follows: oral opening with three

. small lips. Dorsal lip with pair of large papillae
Travassos, 1925 (NematOda° and ventrolateral lips with a large papilla and the

Cosmocercidae) in Toads outlet of amphids. SEM photographs do not show
the little papillae on the internal labial border de-

RESEARCH NOTE

from Al‘gentlna scribed by Baker and Vauchdod. cit.XFig. 1).

. . Short pharynx with its anterior end bearing three
Cecilia Mordeglia™, cuticular tooth-like projections. Oesophagus with
Maria Celina Digiani bulb and valvular apparatus. Lateral alae well de-

veloped, extending from the cervical region to level

Departamento Cientifico Zoologia Invertebrados, of |ast pair of plectanes in males and slightly be-
Museo de Ciencias Naturales de La Plata, Paseo dehind the anal opening in females. Somatic papillae
Bosque S/N, 1900, La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentingyumerous ligned up in two ventral, two subventral,
two dorsal and two subdorsal rows, extending from
cervical region to posterior end (Fig. 1). Excretory
pore prebulbaMales(n= 2) - Total length 1.428-
2.008 by 0.212-0.428 maximum width. Pharynx
0.022-0.026 long. Oesophagus including bulb
0.333-0.490 long. Bulb 0.064-0.076 long by 0.064-

- . . 0.082 wide. Nerve ring and excretory pore 0.073-
ridida, Cosmocercoidea, Cosmocercidae) Wa§ 79 and 0.229-0.246 from apex. Caudal alae ab-
originally described fromHelosia nasus _’ ; : :

; . . sent. Tail with three pairs of ventral papillae con-
Séegg’r?:‘i%y“g?aeg”of If‘r;]%r:\ gloss(;) I-‘;%'Z'nsfgt%g‘;g'?inuous with the rows of somatic ones, the proxi-
’ : P al pair surrounded by one small rosette of punc-

:‘_u(esré:)?/gﬁggrigSéucfgaqatiggr?éﬁ{i ;cl)ﬁ]nggrgy&g tations. Adanal region with two to four pairs of
P guay papillae which are commonly surrounded by one

(MR Baker & C Vaucher 198Rev Suisse Zool or two small rosettes of punctations. Anterior lip

91: 299-307). . . . !

: . __of cloaca with one large papilla. Preanal region with

vari-gg)lifitnoéfe Ce nlegglzsintge nker\llsvxgsrpg;]%hg::gkg:ﬁve to seven pairs of plectanes, each one with two
4 - P e . ; omplete rosettes of 12-16 punctations (Fig. 2) and

amend for previous descriptions with the aid o

scanning electron microscope (SEM) at the sang relatively inconspicuous underlying sclerotized
time that presents the first record@dsmocerca pport. An unpaired rosette papilla not mentioned

speciesn Argentina. in previous descriptions may exist anteriorly to the

Specimens oBufo aranulosus maioMiiller plectane series (Fig.. 3). Spicules equal 0.090-0.100

& HeFI)Imich 1936 (Am?ra' Bufonidae)J were Cap_long, weakly sclerotized, gubernaculum well scle-

tured in Corrientes, Argentina. Nematodes Werr(;t;z?qﬁo\t(éls?:ﬁgt?" ggggggg Igﬁggaét}a/s(g :183-

recovered from the posterior intestine, killed an s ' :

fixed in hot water (§0°C), (D Gibson 198&Y¥st '57‘%1(0"35) maxmur;: W'dthi PTa&y nx %0@8-0.2057

Parasitol 6: 241-255), stored in 70° ethyl alcohol,(o'0 ) long. Oesophagus including bulb 0.289-
X -~ .~ '0.580 (0.430) long. Bulb 0.076-0.135 (0.11) long

and cleared in lactophenol for further examinatio

Drawings were made with the aid of a Zeiss St by 0.069-0.173 (0.12) wide. Nerve ring and ex-

a -
dard 25 light microscope with camera lucida. Specr%rf:r? rgppeoxre anui% 21251(8%2)7&('?203)2%&5 Op(oos'? eAi)

mens StUd.'ed by_SEM were .dehydr.ated In et.hanﬂor extremity. Didelphic. Ovaries parallel anterior
series, dried using the critical point techniqué’y, 4 “in immature specimens. Uteri meet in a
coated with gold, and examined with a Jeol JSM hort vagina anteriorly to the vulva. Vulva 0.294-

100 microscope. 3.028 (1.73) from anterior end. Eggs thin-walled,
0.076-0.101 (0.08) long by 0.047-0.077 (0.05)
wide. Only morulated eggs were observed.

Specimens are stored in the Helminthological
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Cosmocerca parvaravassos 1925 (Asca-




738  C. parvain Toads from Argentina * C Mordeglia, MC Digiani

This note provides the first SEM study of anthe intraspecific variation of cuticular structures
American species dtosmocercaPrevious SEM of the male posterior end.
studies were done with one European spe€les, In South America, the gen@smocercavas
ornata Diesing, 1861 (P Navarro et al. 19B&v reported mainly from frogs, the only report in toads
Ibérica de Parasitol48: 167-173, B Grabda- being that ofC. brasiliens@ravassos, 1925 Bufo
Kazubska & F Tenora 199Acta Parasitol crucifer and C. parva Travassos 1925 iB.
Polonica36: 45-50). _ _ paracnemigBaker & Vauchetoc. cit). Therefore,
Morphology and dimensions of Argentinep. granulosus majois a new host record for spe-
specimens o€. parvaconform closely to previ- gjes of the genus.
ous descriptions (L Travassos 1925, Baker & Tne present report @. parvaTravassos 1925
Vaucherloc. cit). However we find little differ- fom Argentina enlarges this species South Ameri-

ences such as the absence of the inner labial papik, distribution being species@bsmocercain-
lae described by Baker and Vaucher and the nugsown previous'Iy in Argentina.

ber of rows of somatic papillae which are clearly

eight rows and not four as described by the same Acknowledgementto Prof. J Williams, for collect-
authors. The occasional presence of unpaired ring and determining the hosts and to Mariela A Demicheli
sette papilla anterior to the plectane series confirni@r her technical assistance in the necropsies.

-

Cosmocerca parva Fig.1: oral view. Bar = 2 pym. Fig.2: Cosmocerca parvakig.3: posterior end of male. Ventral view.
plectane. Bar = 2 ym. Bar=0.1 mm.



