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ABSTRACT. A new species of Leschenaultia Robineau-Desvoidy (Diptera, Tachinidae) from Venezuela and new
geographical records. Leschenaultia barbarae sp. nov. is described from Cojedes state, Venezuela. This species is similar
to Leschenaultia bicolor (Macquart, 1846) but can be distinguished from this species by the combination of the
following characters: anterior tarsal claws longer than second tarsomere of the same leg, and cerci, in lateral view, finer

and no so strongly curved back as in L. bicolor (Macquart).
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RESUMO. Uma espécie nova de Leschenaultia Robineau-Desvoidy (Diptera, Tachinidae) para Venezuela e novos
registros geogréficos. Leschenaultia barbarae sp. nov. é descrita de um material do Estado de Cojedes, Venezuela. Esta
especie é semelhante a L. bicolor (Macquart), mas pode ser diferenciada desta através de uma combinagao de caracteres:
garra tarsal anterior mais longa que o segundo tarsdmero; cercos, em vista lateral, mais delgado e n&o t&o fortemente

curvado para tras como em L. bicolor (Maquart).

PALAVRAS CHAVES. Registro geografico; Neotropical; taxonomia.

Leschenaultia was described by Robineau-Desvoidy
(1830) and was placed withinthe Harrisini by Townsend (1936)
but recently its systematic placement has changed within the
Goniini (O'Hara& Wood, 2004). The geographic distribution
is restricted to the New World (Guimaraes, 1971; O'Hara &
Wood, 2004). According to Toma & Guimaraes (2002) this
genus presents 32 species with 19 species recorded to
Neotropical Region and three speciesto Venezuela: L. braueri
Toma& Guimardes, 2002, L. cortes Toma& Guimaraes, 2002
and L. leucophrys (Wiedemann, 1830). In the present work a
new speciesfrom Venezuelais described and new geographic
records are done for the genus. The material studied here
belongsto Museo del Instituto de ZoologiaAgricolaFrancisco
Fernandez Y épez (M1ZA) and the morphol ogical terminology
followsMcal pine (1981) and theterm pro-fronsfrom Crosskey
(1984).

Leschenaultia barbarae Tomasp. n.
(Figs. 1,2)

Typematerial. Maeholotype (MIZA), Venezuel a, Cojedes
states (“carreteraManriqueaSierra’); 28 january 1983; leg. F.
Fernandez, J. Clavijoand J. Demarmels.

Etymology. The nameis given in homage to my daughter
BarbaraHitomi.

Diagnosis. Parafacialswith hairs extending just below the
upper third. Onepair of apical bristlesreduced. Sintergite 1+2
and tergite 3without discal bristlesand median marginal bristles.
Tergite 4 with arow of median marginal bristles. Anterior tarsal
clawslonger than the second tarsomere of the same leg.

Length. 10mm.

Description. Head black with grey pruinosity, stronger on
the parafacials, face and gena; fronsbrown; vertex alittle more
than 0.25 the length of the head width; pro-frons smoothly
projecting, alittle higher than middle of eye-height; fronto-
orbital plate almost twice thewidth of frontal vitta; pro-frons
almost two and a half times as wide as the frontal vitta;
parafacial alittle less than twice as wide as flagellomere just
bellow its base and a little less than double width of first
flagellomere at subapical portion; antenna black, first
flagellomere about twice the length of the pedicel; palpus
orangish; outer vertical seta short; arow of about 11 frontal
bristlesextending to the upper third of the parafacial; parafacial
with hairs extending just below the upper third; facial ridge
with bristlesvarying from 0.20 to 0.40 thelength of the vibrissa,
extending closeto 0.50 of the distance from the vibrissato the
antennal base, bordered by smaller setae; gena a little less
than one third of eye-height.

Thorax black; postalar callus and scutellum brown;
pruinosity grey mainly on the scutum, brown on the postalar
callusand scutellum. Scutellar bristles: one pair of basal; one
pair of lateral; one pair of sub-apical; one pair of apical bristles
reduced; a small group of bristles among the discal bristles;
legsblack; anterior tarsal clawslonger than the second tarsome
of the same leg. Wing: calypters with brown-yellowish
pruinosity.

Abdomen brown, darkened centro-longitudinally with
brown pruinosity. Syntergite 1+2 and Tergite 3 without discal
bristles and median marginal bristles. Tergite 4 with arow of
median marginal bristles and with one bristle that could be
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Figs 1-2. Leschenaultia barbarae Toma, sp. nov.: 1, male terminalia, posterior view; 2, same, lateral view. (Scale bar: 0.5 mm).

part of asmall group of short discal bristles.

Cerci and surstyli (Figs. 1, 2), inlateral view, cerci withthe
posterior portion strongly curved backward but the curvature
is less strong than in the L. bicolor. Surstyli about 0.80 the
length of cerci.

Female: unknown.

Commentary. This species is described based on male
holotype and is similar to Leschenaultia bicolor, and in the
key to the Neotropical species of Toma & Guimaraes (2002)
runs to L. bicolor, but differs from this species by having
anterior tarsal claws longer than the second tarsomere of the
sameleg, by thecerci, inlateral view, finer and not so strongly
curved back, and by thetergite 4 with one bristle that could be
part of asmall group of short discal bristles.

New recor dson geographicdistribution to Venezuela

Leschenaultia bigoti Toma & Guimaraes, 2002

Examined material: Venezuela (MI1ZA): 1 male; Aragua state,
Rancho Grande, 1100 m; leg. L. D. Otero. 1 male; Falcon state,
Curimagua, 940 m; 27 november 1971; leg. R. Casares, J. B. Terran and
C. Padron.

Commentary: This species was previously recorded to
Mexico, Honduras, CostaRica, Brazil, Ecuador and Peru.

Leschenaultia brooksi Toma & Guimaraes, 2002

Examined material: Venezuela (MIZA): 3 males; Lara state, Sabana
Alta, 600 m; 13 january 1976; leg. J. Salcedo. 4 males and 6 females;
Anzoategui, San Diego de Cabrutica; 19 October 2000; leg. A. Montagne
and Z. Tiape. 1 male; Tachira state (“Quebrada la Uraca’), 300 m ; 17-
22 Jun 1998, J. De Marmels and Chacon.
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Commentary: This species was previously recorded to
Mexico, Panama, Peru and Brazil.

Leschenaultia currani Toma& Guimaraes, 2002

Examined material: Venezuela (MIZA): 1 male; Caracas, El Valle;
11 february 1960; leg. F. Fernandez.

Commentary: This species was previously recorded to
Brazil.
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