Caprilesia almirantiana gen. nov. and sp. nov. of Saicinae from Brazil
(Hemiptera, Reduviidae)
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ABSTRACT. Caprilesia gen. nov. and C. almirantiana sp. nov. (type species) are described from Brazil, Bahia. lllustra-
tions of the holotype and also a key for the American genera of Saicinae are presented.
KEY WORDS. Bahia; Heteroptera; Insecta; new taxa; taxonomy.

RESUMO. Caprilesia almirantiana gen. nov. e sp. nov. de Saicinae do Brasil (Hemiptera, Reduviidae). Caprilesia
gen. nov. e C. almirantiana sp. nov. (espécie-tipo) sdo descritos do Brasil, Bahia. llustracdes do holdtipo e uma chave
para os géneros Americanos de Saicinae sio apresentados.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE. Bahia; Heteroptera; Insecta; novos taxa; taxonomia.

Saicinae is a tropicopolitan group that currently contains
23 genera, by far the largest of which are Polytoxus Spinola,
1840 from the Old World and Saica Amyot & Serville, 1843
from the New World (MaLboNADO CAPRILES 1990, BLINN 1990,
1994, Schun & StATER 1995, MiLo & Coscaron 2005).

The known genera in the New World are: Bagriella McAtee
& Malloch, 1923; Buninotus Maldonado Capriles, 1981;
Oncerotrachelus Stal, 1868; Paratagalis Monte, 1943; Pseudosaica
Blinn, 1990; Saica, Saicireta Melo & Coscarén, 2005 and Tagalis
Stdl, 1860. In Brazil, species of the following ones were already
referred: Oncerotrachelus, Paratagalis, Pseudosaica, Saica and Tagalis
(MontE 1943, WyGopzinsky 1949, Putsikov & Putsikov 1985, MaL-
DONADO CAPRILES 1990, BLINN 1990, GiL-Santana & Marques 20085,
MsLo & Coscaron 2005).

A new genus and species of Saicinae from the State of
Bahia, Brazil are herein described.

A key for the American Saicinae genera, based on
MarLpoNapo CapriLes (1981), BLinn (1990) and MeLo & CoSCARON
(2005), including Caprilesia gen. nov. is presented.

Key for the American Saicinae genera

1. Forelegs without stout spines, at most with stiff erect setae ...2

1’. Foretibiae with one and forefemora with two rows of stout
Spines (Figs 1-2) cocueeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccicceeeecce e 5

2. Posterior pronotal lobe with upward projecting spines or
tubercles; mesoscutum and scutellum with an upward
projecting apical vertical spine or tubercle ...................... 3

2'. Pronotum unarmed; apex of mesoscutum produced into a

long horizontal tapering spine .................. Oncerotrachelus
3. Opposed surfaces of beak and head with spine-like setae;
forewing with 2-3 cells; metapleura without a tubercle near
COXAL CAVILY cuvviiviiiiiiiiiiiee e 4
3.” Opposed surfaces of beak and head without spine-like setae
or bristles; forewing with 4 cells; metapleura with a tubercle
near coxal Cavity .....ccccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Saicireta
4. Process on lower anterior angle of prothorax acute to
subacute; antennal segment II subequal to 1/2 the length
of antennal segment I; process of male hypopygium
bifurcate; posterior margin of abdominal segment sternum
VII in females vertical to subvertical .......................... Saica
4’. Process on lower anterior angle of prothorax subconical;
antennal segment II subequal to 1/3 the length of antennal
segment [; process of male hypopygium a single, erect
barbless spine; posterior margin of abdominal segment
sternum VII in females sloping ventrocephalad................
............................................................................. Pseudosaica
5. Humeral angles of pronotum without processes, rounded
.................................................................................... Tagalis
5’. Humeral angles of pronotum with spine like processes (Figs
1-2) e 6
6. Forecoxae and anterior lobe of pronotum unarmed; forewings
with three closed cells .......ccccevviieniiiniiiiniiieiees Bagriella
6’. Forecoxae spined (Figs 2-3), anterior lobe of pronotum with
four spines or rounded humps; forewings with two, three
or four closed cells (Figs 1-3) ...coceveenerviennieniienicnieneenene 7
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Figures 1-5. Caprilesia almirantiana sp. nov., holotype female: (1) dorsal view; (2) lateral view; (3) head and anterior portion of pronotum
and anterior coxa, lateral view; (4) apex of abdomen, lateral view; (5) genital sclerites, caudal view.

7. Anterior lobe of pronotum with four long vertical spines,
forewings with three closed cells; about 7 mm long.........
.............................................................................. Paratagalis

7." Anterior lobe of pronotum with four humps; forewings with
two or four closed cells; about 5.4 mm or over 10 mm long

(FIgS 1-3) it 8
8. Only first segment of beak spined; forewings with 4 closed
cells; over 10 mm 10N ....cocvvvviiiiiniiiniiiieieiene Buninotus

8.” All three segments of beak spined (Fig. 3); forewings with
two closed cells (Fig. 1); about 5.4 mm long .....................
.............................................................. Caprilesia gen. nov.

Caprilesia gen. nov.

Type species: Caprilesia almirantiana sp. nov.

Diagnosis. Head with posterior lobe subglobose (Figs 1-3);
all three segments of beak with a pair of spines in the dorsal
portion (Fig. 3). Pronotum dorsally with four rounded discrete
elevations; humeral angles with a moderately long and sharp
spine (Figs 1-3). Scutellum with long inclined spine; mesoscutum
with spinelike elevation (Fig. 2). Forelegs with coxa, femur, and

tibia spined; tibia recurved (Fig. 2). Forewings with two closed
cells (Fig. 1). Body mostly stramineous, shiny, and glabrous.
Etymology. The generic name is in honor to the late Dr.
Jenaro Maldonado Capriles (1919-1995) for his important con-
tributions to the knowledge of the American reduviids.

Caprilesia almirantiana sp. nov.

Description. Female (Figs 1-5). Measurements (in millime-
ters). Total length 5.4; head length 0.7; antennal segments: I:
2.2; 1I: 0.9; 1II: 1.2; IV: 0.8; rostrum: total length 1.0; segments I:
0.5; 1I: 0.3: I1I: 0.2. Thorax: total length 2.0; pronotum: anterior
lobe length: 0.5; width 0.6; posterior lobe length: 0.5; width 0.8.
Anterior legs: coxa 0.5; femur 1.8; tibia 1.7; tarsus 0.4; medium
legs: femur 2.3; tibia 2.6; tarsus 0.3; posterior legs: femur 3.0;
tibia 4.3; tarsus (absent). Abdomen: length 2.7; width 1.2.

General coloration yellowish brown to testaceous. Integu-
ment shiny, glabrous or covered with fine and sparse pilosity.
Head with a well developed post-ocular constriction; posterior
lobe subglobose; tylus rounded. Eyes median sized, not reach-
ing the lower margin of head (Fig. 3). Antennal segments slen-
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der, with sparse pilosity; ventral portion of head with five pairs
of setigerous spines (Fig. 3). Beak curved with a pair of dorsal
spines in each segment; first with the pair of spines in the
middle portion; the second shorter and somewhat inflated,
mainly in the first third where the pair of spines are located;
spines of the third segment shorter (Fig. 3). Neck well defined.

Pronotum dorsally with four rounded discrete elevations;
humeral angles with a moderately long and sharp spine (Figs 1-
3). Tegument a little darker in the pleural and sternal regions
that possess bright pilosity a little more developed in the ventral
portion of thorax. Forelegs: coxa with a long spine near base on
anterior side (Figs 2-3); trochanter with four spines (Fig. 2), the
median ones more developed; femur slightly curved, with ten
spines along upper surface alternating shorter and longer ones;
this last as long as thickness of segment (Fig. 2). Tibia little curved,
thicker at apex that is also haired; dorsal side with six spines
(Figs 1-2). Median and hind legs long, slender, sparsely haired
and not spined (Figs 1-2). Forewings brownish, a little brighter
in the basal portion; a transverse and curved yellowish band
crossing over the discal cell at the widest area of the forewing
(Fig. 1). Sternites yellowish brown, covered with a fine bright
and sparse pilosity. Genital esclerites as in figures 4 and 5.

Etymology. The name of the species is in honor to Almi-
rante Centro de Estudos de Cacau, the Institution that has pro-
vided the financial support for the second author in his stud-
ies on reduviids living in Cocoa (Theobroma cacao Linnaeus)
plantations in the State of Bahia, Brazil.

Discussion. Caprilesia gen. nov. is close to Paratagalis and
Buninotus and can be separated by the characters given in the key.

Otherwise, Caprilesia almirantiana sp. nov. has an un-
common feature among Neotropical Saicinae represented by
the coloration of forewings, whose yellowish band on a dark
colored background is an aposematic model usually found in
other subfamilies of Reduviidae, mainly Peiratinae.

Material examined. Holotype female, from Brazit, Bahia:
Barro Preto [in the past, Lomanto Junior] (14°43’S, 39°22'W),
XI1.2004, O.M. Marques leg., Museu Nacional, Universidade
Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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