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EDITORIAL

The health of the Americas advances without a break in the sense of achieving the Millen-
nium Development Objectives and attention to the national and regional socio-sanitary priorities. 
However, within this process, the enormous debt of inequality increases in order to alert that many 
and arduous efforts are needed to overcome the sad and concerning designation of “most unequal 
continent on the planet.”

The renovation of Primary Health Care (PHC) is the strategy that American governments have 
chosen in order to combat inequalities, in order to achieve the right of the highest level of health pos-
sible for all the hemisphere’s citizens, in order to reach equity in health care, and in order to generate 
mechanisms for solidarity in social and health care systems which permit previous goals to be attained.

Thus, the PHC renovation, according to that defined by governments in the Americas, instead of 
a practical strategy, is a set of values, principles, and elements which may be adopted by countries in 
order to face socio-sanitary problems equitably and develop health care systems that respond to their 
needs with creativity, relevance, and contextualization.

In the Americas, nursing has dedicated commitment, intelligence, and efforts towards the health 
of the population in guaranteeing safe and accessible care to all. More than ever, nursing services are 
necessary in order to face inequalities, maternal and infantile morbidity, chronic disease, immunization, 
the consequences from natural disasters and violence, preventing harmful substance abuse, mental 
health problems, in order to generate community health care promotion and protection, as well as to 
contribute to the development of integrated health care service networks. However, nursing care is 
necessary in all phases of life, from its beginning to end.

In order to attend such care demands, nursing must be prepared to propose new health care 
models which might contribute to altering the scenario of health care in the Americas. Nursing must 
redouble its scientific, practical, political, and administrative efforts in order place greater focus on 
health care than even nursing itself. It is a challenge for nursing to generate reflection and action to-
wards strengthening and expanding its awareness of society and the adoption of society as a unit of 
analysis and care unit; a qualitative jump which supposed the scientific, epidemiological, and health 
care determinant perspective for each action.

The confidence our communities have in nurses and nursing is a trust filled with hope and ex-
pectation which goes beyond affection and reaches the limits of confidence and responsibility. It is a 
confidence in nursing’s contribution to improving the health care system. Thus, progress in renovating 
the PHCs and its contribution to reaching the highest level of health for everyone may depend in large 
part upon the capacity and commitment that nurses have in accepting their social mission.

Within this context, the nursing perspective is directed to this challenge, a key dimension of the 
process is in the production, release, and transfer of human care knowledge; a dimension which is 
generated through nursing research and the socialization of its results.

Thus, both promoting investigative policies such as continued education and the creation of 
opportunities for dialogue among universities and services are the principle strategies to providing 
incentive for service changes, seeking solutions to health care problems, and to producing and accu-
mulating evidence to sustain care policies and practices.

The Pan-American Nursing Investigation Colloquiums were inaugurated in 1988. Since then, 
they have occurred biannually with the support of the Pan-American Health Organization and from 
the sustained commitment from Latin American universities and nursing organizations. They represent 
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an opportunity for articulation, synergy, and the promotion of nursing research, as well as consolidate 
a history of academic and scientific co-existence among nurses from different countries within Latin 
America to develop care within the international context, as well as to promote a strong adherence to 
a program of collective priorities and commitments towards health knowledge.

In 2010, at the 12th edition carried out in Florianópolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil, under the organiza-
tion and coordination of the Federal University of Santa Catarina, the Pan-American Nursing Investi-
gation Colloquium deepened the reflection upon the ontoepistemological foundations of knowledge 
and advances in the construction of alternatives to developing health knowledge as a regional and 
glocal public good.

In this edition of Texto & Contexto Nursing Journal, we provide scientific advances which have 
been shared within this space for scientific interactino. A diffusion of this nature is vital for nursing, 
because it is as important as knowledge production and socialization.

Transferring knowledge into health care and nursing practices within all scenarios of action, 
partnership promotion, the aligning of nursing teaching and research to peoples’ health care needs 
and development, as well as establishing a strategy collective agenda in order to provide incentive for 
research and promote its social relevance, have been the principle results of this continental encounter, 
whose debates were are able to accompany today.
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