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Dear Editor,

We read with great interest the study by Gu et al.!
in which they demonstrated that anxiety plays a key
role in the development of chronic pain. This study
offers new guidance for improving chronic postoper-
ative pain. However, some concerns should be raised.

To begin with, we support the comments by Xue
et al.? that more methods for the model of anxiety
were necessary. Additionally, it is also important for
a clinical study to explore the relationship between
anxiety and the risk of chronic postoperative pain.
Nerve injury and inflammation promote chronic post-
operative pain. Thus, the authors could determine
the inflammation response of the mouse. Single-pro-
longed stress modeling and hysterectomy should be
used as a reference. The definition of a successful
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model of single-prolonged stress should be addressed
in detail.

Secondly, more experiments were needed to con-
firm the relationship between the activation of astro-
cytes and chronic pain. The activation of astrocytes
may be the result of chronic pain but not the cause.
Thus, improving the lifestyle may be an effective way
to reduce the duration of chronic postoperative pain.
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