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Abstract: The King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa (Linnaeus, 1758) is declining globally and it is listed as threatened
with extinction in state of Sdo Paulo, southeastern Brazil. Despite a recent increase in observations of this species,
nesting records are scarce in the state. We report a nesting attempt on an observation tower at Estacdo Ecologica
de Angatuba, southwestern state of Sdo Paulo.
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PETRI, L., PRADO, B.H.S., ANTUNES, A.Z. & OLIVEIRA, B.C. Urubu-rei Sarcoramphus papa (Linnaeus,
1758) (Aves, Cathartidae) nidificando em estrutura feita pelo homem. Biota Neotrop. 13(2): http:/www.
biotaneotropica.org.br/v13n2/pt/abstract?short-communication+bn04013022013

Resumo: O urubu-rei Sarcoramphus papa (Linnaeus, 1758) estd em declinio globalmente e ¢ listado como
ameacado de exting@o no estado de Sdo Paulo. Apesar do aumento recente de observacdes da espécie, os
registros de nidificagdo nesse estado sdo escassos. Relatamos uma tentativa de nidificagdo do urubu-rei em torre
de observagdo na Estagdo Ecoldgica de Angatuba, sudoeste do estado de Sdo Paulo.

Palavras-chave: Angatuba, comportamento reprodutivo, conservagdo, torre de madeira.
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Introduction

The King Vulture is an iconic member of the Neotropical fauna,
thanks to its size, color and natural rarity. Although not considered
globally threatened, their populations are in decline, mostly due to
habitat loss and poaching (BirdLife... 2012). Available population
estimates suggest fewer than 50,000 individuals all over its original
distribution area from Mexico to Argentina, and total number of
mature specimens is less than 10,000 (BirdLife... 2012).

In the state of Sao Paulo, southeastern Brazil, the King Vulture
is considered threatened with extinction and listed in the category
“vulnerable” (Sao Paulo 2008). Even with increasing recent records
in this state (Wikiaves 2012), there are scarce nesting observations
in Sao Paulo (Silva & Regalado 1998, Giorgetti & Fonseca 2009).

King Vulture nests have been recorded in several sites, such as
ground, rock walls, hollow dead trees and on emergent tree branches
(Smith 1970, Ramo & Busto 1988, Sick 1997, Silva & Regalado
1998, Schlee 1995, 2000, Carvalho-Filho et al. 2004, Giorgetti &
Fonseca 2009). In this paper we report a nest on a manmade structure.

Material and Methods

The observations took place in the Estagdo Ecologica de
Angatuba, Paranapanema river basin southwestern Sdo Paulo state
(Figure 1). This 1,394.15 ha ecological station preserves important
remnants of Semideciduous Forest and Cerrado, housing emblematic
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species like Black Lion Tamarin Leontopithecus chrysopygus (Mikan,
1823) (Monteiro et al. 2009).

A wooden observation tower, known locally as “mirante”,
was installed at the station highest point, 822 m altitude, on a
Semideciduous Forest stretch (23° 24’ 29” S and 48° 22° 03” W). It
has approximately 20 m high and its original function is to assist in
early fire detection. We used a digital camera trap Tigrinus - Sony
Cyber-Shot 14 megapixel to obtain the photograph.

Results and Discussion

On July 26 2012 a white egg was found on the tower at 11 m
height (Figure 1). A week later, the camera trap was installed just
ahead of the egg, about 1.5 m apart, and left for 6 h. An adult was
photographed next to the egg (Figure 2). On August 26 2012 the egg
had disappeared and the adults did not return. Cuneo (1968) reports
a 50 to 53 day incubation period. Only 30 days passed since our
discovery, which we believed happened near the laying date due to
frequent visits to area. The egg was probably preyed upon, predation
of eggs and nestlings is a frequent cause of nest failure in vultures
(Cuneo 1968, Sarasola et al. 2000).

This report represents the first documented record of this
species for Estagdo Ecologica de Angatuba (Willis & Oniki 2003,
Monteiro et al. 2009, Centro... 2012, Wikiaves 2012). Among
Cathartidae, use of manmade structures has also been reported for
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus (Bechstein, 1793) (Hill III & Scherer-
Neto 1991, Vasconcelos 1997). Flexibility in choice of nesting sites
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Figure 1. Location of Estacao Ecologica de Angatuba, Sao Paulo, Brazil.

http://www.biotaneotropica.org.br

T T T
770000 771000 772000

773000 774000 Arrangement: Lais Petri, 2012

http://www.biotaneotropica.org.br/v13n2/en/abstract?short-communication+bn04013022013



Biota Neotrop., vol. 13, no. 2

357

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa (Linnaeus, 1758) (Aves, Cathartidae) nesting in a manmade structure

Figure 2. King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa) with its egg. The inset shows
the Esta¢ao Ecoldgica de Angatuba observation tower, with arrow indicating
nesting site.

probably works as a pre-adaptation to use of certain buildings by
vulture species.

Generally, reserve managers are aware of negative impacts that
manmade structures can have on wildlife, for example collisions
with window panes (Klem 2009). However, our report indicates the
possibility that some of these structures can be used in order to favor
certain species, including endangered ones. Researchers and other
professionals associated with the management of protected areas
should be aware of this possibility.
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