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SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION

FIRST RECORD OF AMBLYOMMA ROTUNDATUM KOCH, 1844 (ACARI: IXODIDAE)
PARASITIZING CROTALUS DURISSUS CASCAVELLA (WAGLER, 1824) (SQUAMATA:
VIPERIDAE) IN THE STATE OF PERNAMBUCO, BRAZIL
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ABSTRACT

The occurrence of Amblyomma rotundatumon Crotalusdurissus cascavella(neotropical rattlesnake)
is reported for the first time not only in the State of Pernambuco but also in Brazil.
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RESUMO

AMBLYOMMA ROTUNDATUMKOCH, 1844 (ACARI: IXODIDAE) PARASITANDOCROTALUS
DURISSUS CASCAVELLA (WAGLER, 1824) (SQUAMATA: VIPERIDAE) NO ESTADO DE
PERNAMBUCO, BRASIL. A ocorréncia de Amblyomma rotundatum parasitando Crotalus durissus
cascavella (cascavel sul-americana) é registrada pela primeira vez ndo apenas para o Estado de

Pernambuco, mas também para o Brasil.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: Amblyomma rotundatum, Ixodidae, Crotalus durissus cascavella, Viperidae.

Inthisscientificcommunication, the occurrence
of Amblyomma rotundatumKoch, 1844 parasitizing
Crotalus durissus cascavella(Wagler, 1824) isrecorded
for the first time in the state of Pernambuco, Brazil.
An adult Neotropical rattlesnake was captured in
the Municipality of Igarassu, north coast of
Pernambuco, and sent to the Reflgio Ecoldgico
Charles Darwin (7°49’S, 34°56’W), a60 hafragment
of Atlantic Forest located in the same Municipality
were the reptile was found. During the routine
clinical examination, a tick was found next to the
head of the snake, which was manually collected
and preserved inalcohol 70° GL. The identification
was made inthe Laboratory of Immunoparasitology,
Aggeu Magalhaes Research Center of the Oswaldo
Cruz Foundation. Traditional taxonomic keys were
used for species determination (Aracio, 1936;
ArAGEO & Fonseca 1961).

The examined specimen was identified as a
partially engorged female of A. rotundatum, the
only parthenogenetic neotropical tick species
(Evanset al., 2000), which hasalready been reported
in many Brazilian states, on different amphibian
and reptile hosts (AracAo, 1936; ARAGAO & FONSECA,

1961; Ficueireno et al., 1999; Evans et al., 2000;
Onorrioet al., 2002; BRum & CosTta, 2003). The main
morphological characteristic of A. rotundatum
species isthe presence of two short robust setae in
coxa | to IV. There is also a distinct marginal
groove continuous with well-delineated festoons
and a ventral protuberance on the palpal
trochanter (article 1), similar to a keel.

InPalmas (10°12’S, 48°21W), Tocantins State, three
A. rotundatum females were found onC. d.colillineatus
(Amaral, 1926), representing a new host reported
(Onorrio et al., 2002). In Pernambuco, CunHa et al.
(2003) studied the intensity of A rotundatumparasitism
on captive snakes of the Boidae family. However,
there are no reported of A. rotundatum parasitizing
snakes of the Viperidae family in Pernambuco.

Previous reported of A. rotundatum parasitizing
neotropical rattlesnakes in Brazil were related to the
subspecies C.d. colillineatus and C. d. terrificus (ONorriO
etal., 2002). Thus, to the author's knowledge, this is
the first reported of A. rotundatumon C. d. cascavellain
Pernambuco, and also in Brazil. The specimen has
been deposited in the personal collection of one of the
authors of the present paper (F.D.T.).
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