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ABSTRACT: The quality of the seeds and the occurrence of stresses are decisive for the 
development of the crops. Thus, the work aimed to verify the effect of seed vigor on growth 
and dry weight partition of wheat plants subjected to water stress. For growth evaluation, 
the experimental design was completely randomized, in a 2 x 2 x 8 factorial scheme (vigor 
level x water regime x collection time), with four replications. To evaluate the yield of the 
seeds, the design was completely randomized, in a 2 x 2 factorial scheme (level of vigor x 
water regime), with four replications. Total dry weight, dry weight production rate, relative 
growth rate, leaf area ratio, leaf area, solar energy conversion efficiency, dry weight partition 
and harvest index were evaluated. Total dry weight production, dry weight production rate, 
leaf area, leaf weight ratio, solar energy conversion efficiency and yield were higher for 
plants from highly vigorous seeds under field capacity. The yield was higher for plants with 
high vigor compared to those with low vigor in field capacity.

Index terms: Triticum aestivum L., abiotic stress, vigor, water deficit.

RESUMO: A qualidade das sementes e a ocorrência de estresses são determinantes para 
o crescimento e desenvolvimento das culturas. Assim, o trabalho teve como objetivo 
verificar o efeito do vigor das sementes no crescimento e na partição de massa seca de 
plantas de trigo submetidas a condições de estresse hídrico. Para avaliação do crescimento 
o delineamento experimental foi inteiramente casualizado, em esquema fatorial 2 x 2 x 8 
(nível de vigor x regime hídrico x época de coleta), com quatro repetições. Para avaliação do 
rendimento de grãos, o delineamento foi inteiramente casualizado, em esquema fatorial 2 x 
2 (nível de vigor x regime hídrico), com quatro repetições. Foram avaliadas massa seca total, 
taxa de produção de massa seca, taxa de crescimento relativo, razão de área foliar, área 
foliar, eficiência de conversão da energia solar, partição de massa seca e índice de colheita. A 
produção de massa seca total, a taxa de produção de massa seca, taxa assimilatória líquida, 
área foliar, razão de massa foliar, eficiência de conversão da energia solar e rendimento 
foram superiores para plantas provenientes de sementes de alto vigor sob capacidade de 
campo. O rendimento foi superior para plantas de alto vigor em relação àquelas de baixo 
vigor na capacidade de campo.

Termos para indexação: Triticum aestivum L., estresse abiótico, vigor, déficit hídrico.
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INTRODUCTION

Wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) is considered as one of the most cultivated crops on the planet, being a cereal of 
great importance in the global economy, as it contributes with approximately one fifth of the total calories consumed 
by humans (Santos et al., 2016; Goergen et al., 2017; Appels et al., 2018). However, Brazilian wheat production does 
not meet the demand for high consumption of seeds of this species, which are also of great importance in the animal 
diet (Borém and Scheeren, 2015).

Due to this production deficit, it is necessary to import the product. Notably, alternatives are needed to achieve self-
sufficiency in wheat production, among which, the increase in yield and the expansion of the cultivated area (Oliveira 
et al., 2011; Borém and Scheeren, 2015).

In this sense, the expression of the seed yield potential depends on genetic and environmental factors, in addition 
to the interaction between both, which results in differences considered in the performance of plants when grown 
under different environmental conditions (Yan and Holland, 2010). Therefore, biotic and abiotic stresses, as well as soil 
fertility and phytosanitary management can be directly linked to low crop yields.

In this sense, the seeds used in the implantation of a crop have a direct influence on the yield. According to Munizzi 
et al. (2010) seeds of high physiological quality have higher speed in metabolic processes, which provides faster and 
more uniform germinations. Thus, the use of high-quality seeds allows to obtain plants of superior performance, 
capable of presenting superior responses even when exposed to environmental conditions not considered optimal.

This ability to establish plants even when in unfavorable conditions is directly linked to the vigor of the seeds used, 
which is defined by the properties of the seeds that determine the potential for germination, emergence and adequate 
development and in less time for normal plants under a wide variety environmental characteristics, among them the 
edaphoclimatic conditions and characteristics of the place of cultivation (Simoni et al., 2011).

Several factors can directly influence the development and yield of crops, such as the occurrence of stresses, 
whether they are of abiotic origin, such as those caused by edaphoclimatic weather conditions, or of biotic origin, such 
as the incidence of pests and diseases, for example. In this context, stress due to water restriction is defined as one 
of the most relevant obstacles in the production of agricultural crops, limiting the growth of plants and consequently 
reducing their yields (Meng et al., 2016; Asgher et al., 2017; Hussain et al., 2018). According to Lisar et al. (2012), water 
stress can cause losses of up to 50% in world agriculture, without considering the occurrence of extreme events.

Due to water scarcity, plants can produce responses such as stomatal closure, inhibition of leaf expansion, leaf 
abscission and even changes in root development and architecture (Sinmontacchi et al., 2015). The root system is 
altered by modifying the growth of roots in order to better absorb water, which during stress is present in a reduced 
amount in the soil. Thus, characteristics such as the length, weight, density and volume of the root system are directly 
related to water availability and the species tolerance to cultivation conditions (Hu and Xiong, 2014).

In addition to changes in the root system, plants may also show changes in the aerial part, due to the impairment of 
the process of photosynthesis and cellular metabolism in general. The reduction of water in the cultivation environment, 
induces stomatal closure of the leaves in order to reduce the loss of water (Teixeira et al., 2015), which promotes 
increased leaf temperature and reduced gas exchange (Furlan et al., 2012). In this sense, the decrease in stomatal 
conductance also causes a reduction in the CO2 supply into the chloroplasts (Tatagiba et al., 2015), which causes a 
decrease in the photosynthetic rate and leads to a lower accumulation of biomass by the plant (Gallé et al., 2011).

As an option to study plant responses to abiotic stress conditions, growth analysis can be used since it is a low-cost 
and accurate quantitative method used for evaluating plant growth over time in face of different crop management 
conditions (Radford, 1967; Lopes and Lima, 2015; Aumonde et al., 2017). Growth analysis consists of sampling at 
regular intervals, such as leaf area, dry weight, height and diameter. It is possible to estimate some growth rates, such 
as dry weight production rate, relative growth, net assimilation rate, among others, which allows to establish direct 
relationship with the final crop yield.
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From the above, the use of high vigor seeds, even under water restriction, can provide plants with a greater 
efficiency in the use of resources from the growing environment and a higher capacity of dry weight accumulation, 
mainly during the initial crop growth period. Thus, it may result in plants with a greater productive capacity even when 
exposed to intermittent water restriction.

Hence, the objective of this work is to verify the effect of seed vigor on growth and dry weight partition of wheat 
plants subjected to water restriction.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Location, soil characteristics, crop maintenance

The work was conducted in a greenhouse, arranged north-south, located at 31°48’15.12” S and 52°24’55.1874” W, 
and altitude of 13 m.

The sowing was made in polyethylene pots with an individual capacity of twelve liters. Ten seeds were distributed 
into each pot. After seedling emergence, it was done a thinning in order to keep four plants in each pot. Each plant 
corresponded to one replicate. Basic seeds of the cultivar Tbio Toruk were used, which were provided by a company 
that produces wheat seeds.

As substrate, soil classified as Albaqualf (USDA, 1999) was used. The physical and chemical characteristics are as 
follows: pH (H2O): 4.5, P: 5.9 mg.dm-3, K: 38 mg.dm-3, Ca: 13.3 cmolc.dm-3, Mg: 0.3 cmolc.dm-3, Al: 1.0 cmolc.dm-3, Cu: 
0.1 mg.dm-3, Zn: 0.8 mg.dm-3, Mn: 32 mg.dm-3, CEC: 16.2 cmolc.dm-3, base saturation: 85%, organic matter: 0.83%, and 
clay: 15%. Correction and fertilization were performed following recommendations of the Manual of Fertilization and 
Liming of the States of Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catarina (CQFS, 2004).

Soil correction consisted of 0.75 kg.dm3 of limestone, PRNT 60%, which was incorporated into the soil thirty days 
before sowing. The basic fertilization was performed pre-sowing, consisting of 0.011; 0.024, and 0.017 kg.dm3 of N, 
P and K, respectively. Two cover nitrogen applications of 0.035 and 0.020 kg.m3 were performed. The sources were 
urea (45%), triple superphosphate (41%), and potassium chloride (58%) for nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium, 
respectively. Pest and disease control was carried out in a preventive manner as recommended for the crop.

Experimental design

In the plant growth experiment, the design was completely randomized in a 2 x 2 x 8 factorial design (seed vigor 
level x water regime x collection season) with four replications. The treatments consisted in the combination of two 
levels of seeds vigor (high and low), two water regimes (field capacity and water restriction during the vegetative and 
reproductive phases), and eight sampling periods (14, 28, 42, 56, 72, 84, 98 and 112 days).

While in the plant yield experiment, the design was completely randomized in a 2 x 2 factorial design (seed vigor level 
x water regime) with four replications. The treatments consisted in the combination of two levels of seeds vigor (high and 
low) and two water regimes (field capacity and water restriction during the vegetative and reproductive phases).

Characterization of seed lots

The different seed vigor levels were obtained by high temperature and high humidity conditions using the modified 
accelerated aging method. It consists in placing seeds on a metallic screen fixed inside plastic boxes (“gerbox”) 
containing a 40 mL saturated saline solution blade (40 g of NaCl in 100 mL of water) (Pedroso et al., 2010). The plastic 
boxes containing the seeds were kept in a BOD chamber at 43 °C (Lima et al., 2006).

Using the initial seed lots with high vigor, the modified accelerated aging periods were determined to obtain low 
vigor lots using pre-tests. Thus, the aging period used was 108 hours. The high vigor seed lot was not subjected to 
accelerated aging.

After the ranking of the lots, the quality of the seeds was verified, with the intention of maintaining lots with 
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statistically identical germination, however, with different levels of vigor. For this, a germination test was performed 
using four samples with four subsamples of fifty seeds per treatment. The seeds were arranged to germinate in rolls 
composed of three sheets of germinating paper moistened 2.5 times the mass of the dried substrate. The rolls were 
kept in a BOD germination chamber at 20 °C and a 12 hour photoperiod. The evaluation of the percentage of normal 
seedlings was performed eight days after sowing (Brasil, 2009).

In addition, to evaluate the seed vigor of each lot, the field emergence test was used. It consisted in four samples of 
a hundred seeds per treatment. The sowing was performed in the soil in a spacing of 0.17 m between lines and a sowing 
depth of 3 cm. The evaluation was performed 21 days after sowing, and the results were expressed as percentage of 
normal emerged seedlings.

Water conditions

The water supply to the plants was performed so that soil moisture was kept at field capacity. For treatments 
consisting of water restriction, two periods without irrigation were imposed during the plant cycle. The first period of 
water restriction occurred during the vegetative phase (booting), at the growth stage 45 (Zadoks et al., 1974), 72 days 
after sowing (DAS). The second period of water restriction occurred during the reproductive phase (seed filling) thirteen 
days after anthesis, corresponding to growth stage 71 (Zadoks et al., 1974), 97 days after sowing. The suspension of 
irrigation was kept until the leaf relative water content reached values close to 45% to the twelve days (vegetative 
stage) and six days (reproductive stage) after the beginning of water restriction, the irrigation was resumed normally 
until the end of the plant cycle (Santos et al., 2012).

During the periods of water restriction and rehydration of plants, the leaf relative water content was monitored. For 
the measurements of relative water content, successive leaf collections were performed. The collections were always 
carried out in the first hours of the morning and at regular intervals of 48 hours. The relative water content analysis was 
performed according to the methodology of Barrs and Weatherley (1962). The results were expressed as percentage.

Plant growth and partition of assimilates

Collections for growth evaluation were performed after emergence in equidistant periods at regular intervals of 
fourteen days. At each sampling, the whole plant was harvested. Then, the different structures of plants (leaves, stem, 
roots, and spikes) were separated. To obtain dry weight, samples were packaged separately in brown paper envelopes, 
and later dried in a forced air ventilation oven at 70 ± 2 °C until constant weight.

Primary data on leaf area (La), dry leaf matter (Wl), stem (Ws), roots (Wr), and seeds (Wg) were fitted by orthogonal 
polynomials (Richards, 1969). The values ​​for total dry matter production rate (Ct) were obtained by time derivatives 
of adjusted equations of total dry matter (Wt) (Radford, 1967). For the determination of instantaneous values ​​of the 
relative growth rate (Rw), the equation used was Rw = 1/Wt.dw/dt and the instantaneous values of the net assimilation 
rate (Ea), leaf area ratio (Fa), and leaf weight ratio (Fw) were estimated by the equations Ea = 1/La.dw/dt and Fa = La/Wt; 
Fw= Wf/Wt (Radford,1967).

The primary dry weight accumulated data (Wt) were adjusted by the simple logistic equation Wt = Wm/(1+Ae-Bt), 
where Wm is the asymptotic maximum growth estimate, “A” and “B” are fitting constants, “e” is the natural basis of 
naperian logarithm, and “t” is the time in days after emergence (Richards, 1969).

The efficiency of the solar energy conversion (ξ) was determined by the equation ξ (%) = (100.Ct.δ)/Rs, where Rs is 
the mean value of the incident solar radiation (cal.m-2.day-1) ten days before the corresponding Ct, and δ is the calorific 
value of 4,421.61 cal.g-1 (Demirbas, 2003).

The assessments and acronyms of growth analysis follow the precepts and determinations of Radford (1967) and 
Richards (1969) that employs classical growth analysis adopted in plant physiology (Lopes and Lima, 2015).

The dry weight partition between the different plant structures (roots, stem, leaves and spikes) during the plant 
cycle was determined separately by measuring the weight allocated to each plant structure followed by transformation 
of primary dry weight allocation data of each part into percentage.
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Seed yield

The determination of yield was made by the characterization of the harvest index (HI) determined by the equation 
HI = Wg/Wt, where Wg is the seeds dry weight, and Wt is total plant dry weight.

Statistical analysis

Primary growth data were subjected to analysis of variance by F test at 5% and analyzed by simple logistic equation. 
Values of assimilated partition were converted into percentage (Lopes and Lima, 2015; Aumonde et al., 2017).

Data referring to the study of plant yield were subjected to analysis of variance by F test at 5% probability, and, 
when significant, subjected to analysis of means by Tukey test at 5% probability.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The seed germination of the different lots was similar to each other, varying between 93 and 88%. The seed vigor 
was different among the lots. The high vigor was 85% and the low was 60%.

The values of relative leaf water content (RWC) of the plants of all treatments, referring to the periods when plants 
were exposed to different water regimes, are shown in Figure 1. Plants grown from high and low vigor seeds kept at 
field capacity, maintained values of RWC between 84 and 96% in both periods. On the other hand, plants grown from 
high and low vigor seeds exposed to water restriction decreased RWC values gradually with the increase in periods 
without irrigation, reaching approximately 40% during both the vegetative and the reproductive phases.

Santos et al. (2012) found similar results, in which was observed a reduction in the relative water content in the 
leaf of the plants, due to the water deficit. The reduction in the RWC of the plants indicates that the stress condition 
affected the water content in the leaves. In addition, the occurrence of RWC reduction according to the intensification 
of water restriction, suggests a dehydration of plant protoplasm, which can culminate in vital changes in cell growth 
(Langaro, 2014). According to Carvalho et al. (2011) the loss of water in plant tissues can result in a reduction in the 
chemical potential or water activity, increase the concentration of low molecular weight solutes and macromolecules, 
in addition to altering the spatial arrangement of organelles and membranes, decreasing their volume and reducing the 
hydrostatic pressure inside the cells, thus altering all cellular machinery, which can effectively contribute to negative 
changes in crop growth and yield.

High vigor under field capacity (  
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Figure 1.	 Relative water content in leaves of plants grown from seeds with different vigor levels subjected to different 
water regimes during the vegetative period (A) and the reproductive period (B).
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The analysis of variance revealed a significance for the time factor of plant collection for the traits leaf area (La), 
leaf dry weight (Wl), stem dry weight (Ws), root dry weight (Wr), and seeds dry weight (Wg) at 5% probability by the 
F test (Table 1).

In all treatments, the total dry weight production (Wt) fitted simple logistics, with a high coefficient of 
determination (> 0.98), as shown in Figure 2B. Plants of all treatments showed a slow initial growth up to 42 days 
after emergence (DAE). Then, they entered the phase of intense growth, as verified by the increase in Wt. Plants 
grown from high vigor seeds were predominant in the production of total dry weight compared to plants grown 
from low vigor seeds (Figure 2B). From 70 DAE, there was a higher production of dry weight by plants kept at field 
capacity, followed by plants exposed to a water restriction period. Plants from seeds of low vigor reached lower Wt, 
however, when exposed to water restriction suffered a marked reduction in the production of Wt compared to those 
of the other treatments (Figure 2B).

Plants grown from high vigor seeds exposed to water restriction and plants grown from low vigor seeds at field 
capacity and exposed to water restriction suffered a reduction of approximately 14, 20 and 41%, respectively, compared 
to plants grown from high vigor seeds at field capacity.

The use of high vigor seeds provided the plants with a high dry weight allocation even when exposed to water 
restriction conditions. Seed vigor has a close relationship with the capacity of establishing normal seedlings under 
different environmental conditions. In this sense, seeds with a greater vigor provide a faster establishment of plants, 
in addition to obtaining a more suitable stand. Plants that occupy the farming environment in a better way can take 
advantage from better environmental resources, allowing a greater dry weight accumulation capacity and a greater 
productive potential (Pimentel et al., 2017).

However, the reduction in dry weight due to water deficit may result from the delay in the physiological processes of 
hydrolysis and mobilization of reserves, or be linked to the production of free radicals, which promote lipid peroxidation, 
responsible for the degradation of membranes and electrolyte leakage (Greggains et al., 2000). Such metabolic changes 
can occur in both high and low vigor seeds, however, due to their lower responsiveness, low vigor seeds tend to suffer 
more significant damage, as observed in this case.

Table 1.	 Summary of the analysis of variance with the mean squares of leaf area (La), leaf dry weight (Wl), stem dry 
weight (Ws), root dry weight (Wr), and seeds dry weight (Wg).

SV GL
Means squares

La Wl Ws Wr Wg

Vigor (V) 1   0.0000128ns   0.0418ns   0.0486ns 0.000231ns     0.482*
Water Regime (WR) 1   0.0000811*   0.134*    0.393*   0.0266*     0.522*

Collections (C) 7     0.000389*   4.986*    4.760*     0.287*   17.224*
V x C 7  0.00000152ns  0.0871*    0.131*  0.00236ns     0.419*

WR x C 7 0.00000984*   0.0426ns    0.0693ns  0.00384ns     0.246*
V x WR 1   0.0000382*   0.0638ns    0.0346ns  0.0182*       0.154ns

V x WR x C 7   0.00000402ns   0.0488ns    0.0131ns  0.00261ns       0.142ns

Resídue 96 0.00000384 0.0260 0.0998 0.0336 0.00321
Total 127

Average 0.00644 0.711 0.693 0.494 0.0169
CV (%) 30.40 22.76 45.59 37.08 33.40

Level of significance (P = *5%).
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Figure 2.	 Maximum and minimum temperatures, solar radiation (A), total dry weight (B), dry weight production rate 
(C), relative growth rate (D), net assimilation rate (E), leaf area ratio (F), leaf area (G), and (H) solar energy 
conversion efficiency of wheat cultivars grown from seeds with different seed vigor levels.
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Dry weight production rate values (Ct) remained low up to 42 DAE, corroborating the low total dry weight production 
over the same period, as shown in Figure 2C. The low values of Wt and Ct during this phase are due to the reduced 
leaf area and the volume of roots dedicated to the absorption of water and nutrients. The maximum values of Ct were 
obtained at 84 DAE for plants grown from high vigor seeds and at 70 DAE for plants grown from low vigor seeds, which 
reached lower values. Plants subjected to water restriction reached lower values of Ct than plants kept at field capacity, 
both for plants grown from high vigor seeds and from low vigor seeds.

In this sense, plants grown from high vigor seeds exposed to water restriction suffered a reduction of approximately 
12% in the maximum values of Ct, while plants grown from low vigor seeds at field capacity exposed to water restriction 
reduced their maximum Ct values by 15 and 29%, respectively.

Plants grown from high vigor seeds and plants kept at field capacity reached high Ct values, reaching approximately 
3.0 g.m-2.d-1, which indicates a greater increase in dry weight per unit area and time. It is noteworthy that plants 
grown from high vigor seeds were more efficient in the use of medium resources, since they reached superiority in 
the values of Ct.

As observed in the study by Endres et al. (2010) the imposition of water restriction may have caused stomata 
closure, contributing to the reduction of photosynthesis processes, which is directly responsible for the accumulation 
of dry weight from the synthesis of carbohydrates, which may explain the lower Ct values obtained mainly by plants 
from low vigor seeds and when subjected to stress. In this sense, it is worth mentioning that seeds with high vigor tend 
to have greater tolerance to adverse factors such as temperature, water availability and characteristics inherent to the 
soil (Silva et al., 2016) which justifies the results obtained.

The relative growth rate (Rw) reached the maximum value at 14 DAE, with subsequent decreases up to 112 DAE for 
plants of all treatments (Figure 2D). Initially, at 14 DAE, plants grown from low vigor seeds, in both water conditions, 
reached higher values of Rw. However, from 70 DAE, there was an inversion in values: from this point, plants grown from 
high vigor seeds obtained higher Rw values.

The net assimilation rate (Ea) for plants of all treatments reached two peaks during the cycle (Figure 2E). The 
first peak of Ea occurred at 14 DAE. It was mainly related to the predominance of young leaves, which have a high 
photosynthetic capacity. The second peak of Ea occurred at 70 DAE for plants grown from low vigor seeds, regardless of 
water condition, and for plants grown from high vigor seeds exposed to water restriction. Plants grown from high vigor 
seeds kept at field capacity reached the second peak at 84 DAE. The occurrence of the second peak of Ea is related to 
the emergence of reproductive organs and the subsequent formation and maturation of seeds, preferential metabolic 
drains with a high mobilizing capacity of assimilates.

The positive effect of seed vigor on the values of Ea at the beginning of plant cycle is perceptible. At 14 DAE, plants 
grown from high vigor seeds, regardless of water status, reached superior values. Plants grown from high vigor seeds 
kept at field capacity increased by 48 and 54% compared to plants grown from low vigor seeds exposed to water 
restriction and at field capacity, respectively.

The net assimilation rate reflects the increase in plant material per unit leaf area over time, that is, it corresponds to 
the efficiency of the plant in the production of dry matter (Marafon, 2012). In this case, the higher values obtained by 
plants from seeds with high vigor may come from the greater speed in the metabolic processes that have these seeds, 
which results in faster and more uniform germination in addition to higher growth rates, which may explain the greater 
increase of plant material in these plants.

The leaf area ratio (Fa) reached maximum values at the beginning of the plant development cycle (Figure 2F). There 
was a temporal-quantitative difference in the values of Fa between plants of the different treatments. Plants grown 
from high vigor seeds exposed to water restriction and plants grown from low vigor seeds kept at field capacity reached 
maximum values of Fa at 28 DAE. Plants grown from high vigor seeds field capacity, as well as plants grown from low 
vigor seeds exposed to water restriction, reached their maximum values at 42 DAE. Plants grown from high vigor seeds 
at field capacity reached a superiority in the values of Fa. There was an increase of 12, 20 and 14% compared to plants 
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grown from high vigor seeds exposed to water restriction and plants grown from low vigor seeds exposed to water 
restriction, as well as for plants kept at field capacity, respectively.

Leaf area values (La) were similar up to 42 DAE for plants of all treatments (Figure 2G). Subsequently, plants grown 
from high vigor seeds, regardless of water condition, and plants grown from low vigor seeds at field capacity maintained 
a similar tendency. However, plants grown from low vigor seeds subjected to water restriction had low leaf area values.

According to Taiz and Zeiger (2013), up to a certain limit, the leaf area increases according to the greater availability 
of water in the soil, which allows the turgor of the leaves, thus resulting in greater leaf expansion and photosynthetic 
efficiency, with a pronounced decrease at the end of the plant cycle, when the senescence of the leaves occurs. In this 
sense, the authors also point out that one of the strategies for the protection of plants against water deficit is to reduce 
the leaf area, which limits perspiration and keeps the water supply for a longer period. In addition to water restriction, 
there is also the effect of seed vigor. In this context, seeds with high vigor have faster and more uniform emergence, 
and seedlings with greater growth (Vanzolini and Carvalho, 2002), which directly influences the achievement of a 
greater leaf area and accumulation of dry matter (Kolchinski et al., 2006).

The efficiency of the solar energy conversion (ξ) presented differential responses between plants of the different 
treatments. The maximum values were reached approximately at 80 DAE (Figure 2H). Plants grown from high vigor 
seeds at field capacity reached the highest values of ξ (1.32%), corresponding to an increase of approximately 12, 26 
and 59% in relation to plants grown from high vigor seeds subjected to water restriction and plants grown from low 
vigor seeds at field capacity and exposed to water restriction, respectively.

According to Harrison et al. (2011), the efficiency of conversion of solar energy is directly influenced, among other 
factors, by the leaf area. In this sense, it is observed that plants from seeds of low vigor and kept under water restriction 
obtained the lowest values of ratio of leaf area and leaf area, which explains the lower ξ results for plants in these 
conditions, which shows the influence of water restriction and seed vigor due to plant growth.

By analyzing the dry weight partitioning between the different plant structures, it was verified that, in plants 
grown from high vigor seeds (Figure 3A,B), regardless of water condition, the partitioning of assimilates to the 
stem was intense during the initial period of development of wheat plants (between 28 and 70 DAE) compared to 
seedlings grown from low vigor seeds (Figure 3C,D). The change in drain preference is expected over plant ontogeny. 
Initially, the preferential drainage is young roots and leaves under development. As the cycle progresses, preferential 
metabolic drains become the vegetative and reproductive parts, the latter being the definitive metabolic drain (Lopes 
and Lima, 2015). However, under environmental stress conditions, the preferentiality for drainage can be modified, 
and crop yield can be negatively affected (Aumonde et al., 2017).

Harvest index values for seedlings grown from both vigor levels were higher when plants were kept at field capacity 
compared to plants exposed to water restriction (Table 2).

For field water capacity, the plants grown from high vigor seeds were superior to plants grown from low vigor 
seeds, reaching a superiority of 11% in the harvest index. By analyzing the plants exposed to water restriction, there 
were no significant differences between plants grown from high or low vigor seeds. In this sense, Marcos-Filho and 
Kikuti (2006) emphasize that the use of vigorous seeds is justified to ensure the proper establishment of the plant 
stand, even if there are no consistent responses regarding the final crop production.

In general, it can be observed that the vigor of the seeds as well as the imposition of water restriction influenced 
the characteristics related to the growth and assimilate partitioning in plants. It was observed that plants from seeds of 
high vigor and kept under field capacity showed higher values for most of the growth variables analyzed. In this sense, 
plants from seeds with high vigor tend to tolerate conditions of stress and adversity, thus obtaining better results, 
although the imposition of the stressful condition also affects these plants. Thus, the use of highly vigorous seeds is 
vital for a better performance of plants in adverse conditions, however, it is an excellent alternative even when soil 
moisture conditions are ideal for the development of wheat crop.

Journal of Seed Science, v.43, e202143019, 2021

9Vigor in wheat seeds and water restriction



High vigor at field capacity (A), high vigor under water restriction (B), low vigor at field capacity (C), and low vigor under water restriction (D).

Figure 3. Partition of dry weight between wheat plants (T. aestivum L.) grown from seeds with different vigor levels 
subjected to different water regimes.

Table 2. Unfolding of the simple effects of the interaction between vigor levels and water regimes for the variable 
harvest index.

Level of vigor
Harvest index

Field capacity Water restriction
High vigor   0.55 aA* 0.45 aB
Low vigor 0.49 bA 0.44 aB

CV (%) 4.57
*Means followed by the same lowercase letter in column and uppercase in lines do not differ by Tukey test (p ≤ 0.05).

CONCLUSIONS

Total dry weight production, dry weight production rate, net assimilation rate, leaf area index, leaf weight ratio and 
solar energy conversion efficiency were higher for plants derived from high vigor seeds and maintained under field 
capacity. The accumulation of dry weight in the stem is higher for plants originating from seeds with high vigor.

The yield is higher for plants originating from seeds of high vigor in relation to those of low vigor in soil maintained 
in the field capacity. However, when subjected to stress, plants with high vigor seeds did not differ from those with 
low vigor.
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