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A new species of Lecidella (Lecanorales, Ascomycota) from Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan

Figure 2. Diagnostic characters of Lecidella iqbalii (LAH37006). A. Typical thallus of the type specimen. B. Close up of Apothecia.  
C. Hand-cut apothecial section in KOH. D. Cross section of apothecium. Bars: A = 2 cm, B = 1 mm, C = 60 µm, D = 80 µm.

Table 2. Comparison of the non-uniform characteristics.

Characters Lecidella iqbalii Lecidella sp. UR00090 Lecidella sp. UR00107 Lecidelaa stigmatea (Kant-
vilas & Elix, 2013)

Lecidella greenii
(Ruprecht et al., 2012)

Lecidella siplei
(Ruprecht et al., 2012)

Thallus colour Whitish to grey Greyish to beige Greyish to beige
Pale cream to grey-
brown, sometimes 

discoloured brownish

Whitish, grey to 
beige.

Whitish, beige, pale 
gray to dark gray

Apothecia Strongly convex
Plane, pruinose, 

black
Plane to strongly 

convex
Plane to convex Flat to convex Flat to convex

Exciple
40-60 µm thick, 

bluish green to dark 
brown

Up to 120 µm 
thick, hyaline, J-, 
prominent, dark-

green margin.

Up to 100 µm thick, 
hyaline, J-, dark 

green margin
35-50 (-80) µm thick

Up to 200 µm thick, 
hyaline, dark green 

margin

Up to 200 µm thick, 
hyaline, dark green 

to brown margin

Ascus 40-55 x 18-24 µm Up to 45 µm Up to 55µm 45-60 × 13-20 µm
Lecidella-type,  

40-50 µm
Lecidella-type,  

40-50 µm

Ascospores 10-13 x 6-9 µm. 8-11 x 6-8 µm 10-12 x 6-8 µm
(10-) 11-13.4-15(-16) × 
(6-) 6.5-7.8-9(-10) µm

10-11 (-12) x  
6-7 (-8) µm

(10-) 12-14 (-15) x 
(5-) 6-7 µm

Apical cell of 
paraphyses Up to 3.0 µm Up to 3.0 µm Up to 4.0 µm 2.5-5 µm wide Up to 4.0 µm Up to 4.0 µm

Epihymenium Dark brown Dark-green Dark-green Olive to dark green Olive to dark green

Hypothecium Hyaline to light 
brown at the base,

Hyaline, inspersed 
with dark crystals.

Hyaline , inspersed 
with crystals

60-150 µm thick, 
colourless or 

occasionally pale yellow-
brown at the base.

Hyaline, inspersed 
with brown crystals.

Hyaline, inspersed 
with brown crystals
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