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Letter to the Editor

How to Broaden the Debate and Utility of Scientific Communications:

The Open Access Journals

Guilherme Ribeiro Camara
Hospital Mércio Cunha, Ipatinga, MG, Brazil

Dear Editor,

The new communication technologies applied in the
academic environment are revolutionizing the way the
relationship between scientists from different scientific
areas. Open access to a particular journal and its articles
in electronic version has expanded and facilitated this
access. Brazil, in the area of Cardiology, has researchers
with significant results regarding their participation as
authors of scientific knowledge in the country2. In turn,
the increasing availability of publications regarding their
evaluation raises new arguments, especially on the
issue of quality assessment that the paper presented.
We discuss the use of quantitative indicators such as the
impact of publications as measured by their impact index
or H factor®. However, if we are facing a new paradigm
for that scientific communication, we shall consider other
ways to assess these publications and their benefit to the
scientific community.

The questions concerning our system of assessment
of journals are being asked* ®. We will have to discuss
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new ways of assessing these publications. We must
consider the importance and feasibility of development of
scientific publications more regionalized, located nearer
to those who are producing scientific knowledge. An
academic institution or a service has all the conditions
for their research and, thus, they will require means for
registration and reporting of such research.

Another topic for increasing the importance of regional
publications is citing the need for new spaces in the
publishing universe. Facilitate the publishing universe
without losing the commitment to quality and scientific
rigor is a way to enhance the creative process of research
and improve the training of our researchers.

We are creating an environment where we will have several
publications based in academy and services. We will facilitate
the publication process and, therefore, the scientific debate
will gain more vitality and applicability in the routine practice
of professionals and individuals and institutions that benefit
from research in the healthcare area.
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