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Preoperative usage of ultrasound 
biomicroscopy in pediatric cataract

Uso pré-operatório de biomicroscopia ultrassônica 
em catarata pediátrica

Dear Editor:
I read the article “Epilens membrane simulating cataract in children 

with uveitis: a report of three cases” by Paiva et al. with great interest(1). 
Three cases were presented that were diagnosed as cataract secon-
dary to uveitis but that were understood to have received treatment 
for pupillary membrane intraoperatively. I congratulate the authors 
for their attention and good management. 

Cataract surgery is a radical operation in children(2) and may 
cause quite a few complications; patients will also require follow-up 
after operation. The indication for cataract surgery in children should 
be evaluated carefully. Preoperative examination and imaging are 
critical for deciding on whether to operate or not and to identifying 
operation strategy. Ultrasound biomicroscopy (UBM) could be a good 
imaging method to diagnose epilens membrane in these cases(3).  

UBM is a non-invasive method that allows imaging of structural 
details of the anterior segment and the lens. UBM could visualize 
the epilens membrane and divulge the transparency of the lens. 
Nevertheless, it is a great advantage to be able to differentiate the 
membrane intraoperatively without damaging the anterior capsule.
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