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As decades passed, considerably more attractions were added to the routes advertised by 
Peres: from eight in 1873 to 67 in 1890.4 Each of these tourist sites had its own qualities, 
specific reasons that gave them meaning and made them worth visiting.

The expansion of the hotel network beyond the Centro and Catete regions, as well as 
improved access that extended to Jardim Botânico, Laranjeiras, Gávea, and Tijuca (in the 
Metrópole, Belvedere, Botanical Recreio de Olaria, Corcovado, and Aurora Hotels, among 
others) facilitated consumption of this tourism product that prized the vibrant nature of 
the city of Rio de Janeiro through different routes (Perrotta, 2015).

Figure 3: Cascatinha da Tijuca [Tijuca Falls], also known as Cascatinha Taunay. Photo by Marc Ferrez, 
c.1885 (Instituto Moreira Salles, Rio de Janeiro)
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Only in the 1887 publication Impressões de viagem Brasil-Europa are the better-known 
tourist spots presented, including Corcovado, Paineiras, and Alto da Boa Vista (including 
Cascata Grande, Cascatinha Pequena, and the Tijuca National Forest). These were associated 
with tram stations and the availability of hotels nearby (Perrotta, 2015). In this sense, the 
trams played an important role in the urban expansion of the city, led by the Companhia 
de Carris de Ferro da Cidade à Boavista na Tijuca, with this company’s line inaugurated 
in 1859 by the emperor (Von der Weid, 1994).

At the start of the nineteenth century, the ongoing and expanding influx of foreigners 
in Rio de Janeiro led to greater movement between the provinces, with the city becoming 
the main destination for visitors who had sufficient time and resources to visit and explore it 
(Machado, 2013), along with the urban facilities required to make their visits more comfortable.

We should also note that demand for these trips to the green areas of the Tijuca 
massif were also related to the possibility of experiencing a more agreeable climate. This 
consequently was an affirmation of certain spaces as hygienic in the midst of a growing 
city that needed green areas where healthy conditions could be established (Cardozo, 2016).

The Eden of Rio: the transmutation of the Tijuca massif during the second half of the 
nineteenth century

Our analysis of advertisements in periodicals of the era demonstrated the symbolic 
value attributed to the Tijuca massif that was part of the urban fabric of Rio in the mid-
eighteen-hundreds. This evokes an interesting horizon in which the emphasis on totality 
is thought to be one of the most encompassing dimensions of the Romantic movement 
(Duarte, 2005). However, more profound exploration of this ideological element reveals 
that totality can often come to mean unity, expressed for example in the consolidation of 
the modern concept of the nation which took place throughout the nineteenth century 
through the arduous work of systematically incorporating the treasures present in the 
country’s territory and its population’s habits and customs, through the intermediary of 
history. This viewpoint highlights the search for national identity, which was configured 
according to a new spirit of describing, valuing, and understanding the country’s cultural 
traditions and natural landscapes.

Unlike the Romantic attitudes that marked the construction of identify in European 
nations during the nineteenth century, where the customs of rural populations and 
successive material accomplishments of civilizing processes over time were the main 
elements of authenticity (Thiesse, 1999), in Brazil uncovering and valuing local wild areas 
represented a pathway to symbolic nation-building. Literature, poetry, and painting adapted 
to the desire for differentiation, depicting and praising the unique wealth contained in 
Brazil’s forests (Candido, 2004). 

The widespread exploration of the tropics and discovery of thousands of species previously 
unknown to the scientific world led to the emergence of a new aesthetic paradigm in Europe 
that reverberated across the globe: the value and appreciation of landscapes encompassing 
a vast diversity of plants, spaces for contemplating nature, as well as usefulness in terms of 
human knowledge about the plant kingdom. From this perspective urban green areas and 
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their social uses are even more important, such as the “picturesque trips” and “restorative 
picnics” on the Tijuca massif. The creation of carefully planned routes to visit the “Eden of 
Rio” promoted enchantment by the dense tropical forest, with emotions resulting from the 
meeting of beauty and the sublime, beliefs that commended green areas.

The collective desire to feel liberty, peace, happiness, alternating with feelings of sadness 
and melancholy, symbolized a phase of closeness to natural resources through constant 
promenades in the city’s gardens and parks. These were increasingly refined in somber scenes 
full of drama and in the pursuit of replicating natural, untouched landscapes, establishing 
links in a new relationship between western humanity and nature (Schama, 1996).

With Brazil’s independence in 1822, the city of Rio de Janeiro became the seat of the 
Empire, definitively securing its role as the center of the nation and its fundamental function 
as its intellectual and artistic hub (Candido, 2004). Within this context, nothing would 
be more intelligent than acclaiming its forests and the proliferation of verdant spaces, 
places that suggested sophistication and modernity where families should have picnics 
and appreciate these green areas. They were places that the Brazilian metropolis could 
be proud of. They were also strongly recommended by health authorities to recover the 
groundwater and for sunlight and air circulation, thus avoiding the formation of putrid 
areas that spawned illnesses (Lawrence, 2008) and characterized much of the rest of the 
city. Revering, exploring, and recognizing the specific characteristics of local vegetation 
represented a manifestation of prosperity for the tropical capital, signaling greatly desired 
proximity to the civilized European nations.

This study suggests that the contemplative attitude to Brazil’s abundant and diverse 
natural resources with their boundless potential was centrally important for the Tijuca 
massif. The number of attractions in the forest that expanded as the years passed, as seen 
through newspaper advertisements, can be read from the viewpoint of establishing a 
memory for the recently-formed nation as a device to make these landscapes and green 
leisure spaces part of the country’s social and symbolic imagery, thus creating a highly 
federative attitude.

According to Duarte (2005), as the local nature became a source of pride and this patriotic 
sentiment spread and became ingrained in the population, it became a fundamental 
component to strengthen the royal courts. The Tijuca massif experienced this resignification 
and came to symbolize the glamourous “Eden of Rio” for Brazilians: a rich national 
treasure, domesticated and accessible, lending credence to a collective consciousness of 
the importance and authenticity of its unique nature that was adapted to express Brazil’s 
new singular status as a nation.

Final considerations

Within the context of the Tijuca massif, the three main administrators of the Tijuca 
Forest left the marks of their own personalities, along with social demands local politics, and 
foreign trends linked to the relationship between humans, society, the city, and the natural 
world. Several attractions on the Tijuca massif were named after these characters: Alto do 
Major Archer, Ponte do Barão d’Escragnolle, and Refúgio Glaziou, to cite just three examples.
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Archer’s pragmatism in reforestation and showcasing the native flora that had been 
destroyed can be inferred by his preference for Brazil’s native species in his plan, which 
was primarily intended to protect springs and bodies of water. Among these native 
species, he also chose good producers of timber as part of a future strategy to generate 
financial resources for the Empire. The city’s modern forest cover consequently reveals 
the intentionality of Archer’s original plan without ignoring the natural processes of 
regeneration from the planted areas. 

As a cultured man, d’Escragnolle’s European gaze and artistic sensibilities drove him to 
beautify the Tijuca Forest with roads, bridges, fountains, and overlooks that were constructed 
in line with Romantic European notions of the city, thus expanding this space originally 
established and understood to be a forest protection area into a public park meant for 
public visitation.

Despite his short administration, Glaziou also integrated his aesthetics of botany 
and court landscaping into the collection, production, propagation, and planting of 
aesthetically valuable and eye-catching species. He also used individuals remaining in the 
better-preserved areas of the massif not only as specimens documented in his herbarium, 
but also for landscaping in other areas of the city.

The different representations of the artificial landscapes, over time and space, provide 
with clues that allow us to penetrate the complex relationship between societies and their 
environment, and to understand the transformation of imagery that guides the value of 
new meanings and perhaps even a new cognitive geometry of nature.

Exploring the various attractions on the Tijuca massif that were described in newspaper 
advertisements from the nineteenth century was essential for understanding how the green 
spaces and natural landscapes located within the urban context of Rio de Janeiro expressed 
the demands, interests, and expectations of Brazilian society (and more specifically, its 
aristocratic elites) that marked the historical period in question.

Understanding, valuing, and experiencing the Tijuca massif consequently represented 
the construction of a federative social memory, and the affirmation of a Brazilian identity 
that, through its forest treasures and its exuberant nature with myriad qualities and 
potential, was proud of its nation.

NOTES

1 Reforestation can be briefly summarized here as restoring forest cover in areas where forests existed 
previously (Magnanini, 1960). Considering the complexity of this topic and prolific resulting literature, as 
well as the fact that this article does not address the history of reforestation on the Tijuca massif or earlier 
environmental policy on this subject, we recommend Rodrigues et al. (2009) for a better understanding of 
this topic from the viewpoint of ecological restoration, or Moretto (2016) and Ribeiro and Moretto (2022) 
with regard to the environmental history, for example.
2 In this and other citations of texts from Portuguese, a free translation has been provided. 
3 This place name survives to the modern day; it can be seen from Bom Retiro in the Tijuca Forest Sector 
of Tijuca National Park.
4 An advertisement published in the Jornal do Commercio newspaper on December 23, 1890 offered the 
following attractions: Caixa d’água Aurora, Caixa d’água Frias Vasconcellos, Avenida da Redemptora, 
Cascatinha Freitas, Praça da Boa Vista, Parque Itamaraty, Castello Leopoldina, Ermida Carvalhaes, Cachoeira 
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Saudável (Posto da Comp. de Educação), Furnas de Agassiz, Grande Cascata Serpa Pinto, Círculo do Barão 
do Bom Retiro, Cascatinha do Barão de Taunay, Bica do Daniel, Parque Bonfim, Capella do Mesquita, 
Floresta Nacional, Praça Solon, Boulevard Deodoro, Rua Sampaio Ferraz, Ponte do Barão de Escragnolle, 
Caminho da Glória, Fonte Marianinha, Pedra Raul, Entrada do Paraíso, Praça Belford Roxo, Excelso, Rua 
Ruy Barbosa, Recreio Benjamin Constant, Rua Manoel Felizardo, Vista Wandenkolk, Fonte Jesuína, Éden 
Major Freitas, Alto do Major Archer, Rua Quintino Bocaiúva, Rua Major Campos, Rua Glicério, Praça 
d’Escragnolle, Praça Quinze de Novembro, Viveiro Florestal, Rua General José Simeão, Descanso Marietta, 
Cascata Diamantina, Ponte da Baronesa, Gruta de Paulo e Virgínia, Gruta do Constâncio, Abrigo do Chico 
Christão, Labirinto, Cascatinha Gabriella, Descanso de Dom Pedro de Alcântara, Lago das Fadas, Refúgio 
Glaziou, Rua Campos Salles, Rua Demétrio Ribeiro, Rua do Açude, Ponte do Chico da Serra, Retiro do Ginty, 
Parque Lemgruber, Pedra Bonita, Parque Cochrane, Castello Alencar, Recreio Mock, Vista dos Millords, 
Vista Chinesa, and Jardim Botânico.
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