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COMMENT

In this interesting paper, Dr Jiasian Teh and colleagues at Austin Hospital from University
of Melbourne, raise an important theme these days. The quality of health information on the in-
ternet, especially in penile cancer. Where one of the main factors related to delay in seeking help
is due to misinformation (1).

We have recently witnessed a large number of fake news in many areas, including health,
leading people to fear or distrust treatments and vaccines (2).

In the analysis, the authors compared the quality of information about penile cancer on the internet
and to compare the quality of information from developed countries with developing countries.

They assess 750 websites in English, French, German, Spanish and Portuguese. And two indepen-
dent examiners analyzed the first 150 in each language, using the key word ‘penile cancer’ in all languages.

The Health on the Net (HON) principles were applied to websites using the Google search engine
imbedded with HON toolbar, and the examiners search for HON accredited websites.

Of the 750 websites analysed, 10.4% were HON accredited. There were significantly more HON ac-
credited websites in English and French compared with Portuguese (P = 0.009 and P = 0.0007). A total of 45%
of websites were sponsored by Commercial enterprise and 27% were sponsored by Government organisations.

The authors concluded that there is A lack of validation of penile cancer internet resources should
be appreciated by clinicians. And more importante in our opinions is that there is a discrepancy in the
quality of websites between languages, with significantly more resources available in the developed world.
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Limited available web resources in Spanish and So, we should work to improve the quality
Portuguese contribute to disparities in information = of medical information in our language and com-
access and disease outcomes. bat fake news.
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