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As the number of scientific publications in the

        
    
become apparent that appropriate synthesis of individual
study results is critical in clinical decision making, there
is a need for improved reporting of the published studies.
    
      
              
CONSORT guidelines (Consolidated Standards for Reporting Trials)
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trials (http://www.consort-statement.org/aboutconsort). The third and latest version of the core CONSORT
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development from the CONSORT group is the EQUATOR
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Health Research) (http://www.equator-network.
org/) . As the EQUATOR group states:” The EQUATOR
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developers of reporting guidelines, research funding

         
improving the quality of research publications and of
research itself.”
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of published guidelines and other relevant publications to
assist in research reporting all “interested” in a one stop
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initiative for improved reporting in healthcare can help
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several levels.
Accurate and transparent reporting facilitates correct
indexing, easier retrieval, assessment and utilization of the
published reports by the investigators seeking to evaluate
the available evidence on the topic of interest. Although
the guidelines in the EQUATOR pertain mainly to reporting
rather than design and quality assessment of health
related research, there are potential positive implications
for an improved study design. Prospective researchers

                
the design stage to make sure that all important aspects
of the research project are being considered. Therefore,
a group of investigators about to design a randomized
clinical trial or an observational study may refer to the
CONSORT or the STROBE guidelines respectively and use
them as checklists to make sure important design issues
are considered and accounted for at the initial stages of
the project.
The editorial process is a demanding and very
responsible task as the editors must act as the
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editors to be able to separate ”good” from “bad” research
as this may have important consequences on clinical
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rely on published research for preparing healthcare
policies and guidelines,
and the clinicians may base
their decision making process on those drafted guidelines.
Therefore, it is easy to understand that accurate and
                
      
    
   
       
the public eye. Editors may adopt pertinent guidelines
from the EQUATOR initiative in order to promote better
reporting in the journals, and In fact, a large number of
journals has already adopted the CONSORT and other
relevant guidelines.
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reporting guidelines can be used as a reference checklist
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Adherence to good reporting by the authors improves the
            
boards, authors and patients. Unfortunately, although a
large number of journals have adopted guidelines such
as the CONSORT, adherence to those guidelines appears
to have been suboptimal because it seems that there is
a lack of their enforcement by the editorial group to the
authors. This is an area of great concern to the EQUATOR
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year plan. It is of interest to note that as of July 2011,
the American Journal of Orthodontics and Dentofacial
    
    
reporting by assuring, via an internal process and before
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and PRISMA guidelines, respectively. http://journals.
elsevierhealth.com/periodicals/ymod/authorinfo.
The investigator seeking information to enhance his
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end consumer of all the published research, may greatly
                 
has been actually done during the conduct of the study.
The reader may be a clinician seeking treatment ideas
or treatment changes that may better serve his/her
patients. The reader may be a student trying to further her
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striving to draft treatment guidelines and healthcare
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assessment and helps the readers to place the available
evidence in the correct context and hierarchy level.
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