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Comment on “Smoking prevalence
and effects on treatment outcomes
in patients with tuberculosis”

Liwen Liu'

Dear Editor,

We were very pleased to read the article “Smoking prev-
alence and effects on treatment outcomes in patients with
tuberculosis” by Vargas and colleagues'. In this study, the
authors revealed that active smokers had less chance for cure
and more abandonment than non-active smokers. This study
provides very valuable insight for tuberculosis (TB) control,
especially in cognitive-behavioral approaches to smoking
cessation. However, some concerns should be raised from
our point of view.

First, though smoking status was determined according to the
definitions of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
a brief description of smoking status should also be provided
in the Materials and methods section. There is an apparent
sex difference among active smoking patients involved in this
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study. Thus, sex-stratified analysis could reduce the impact of
sex on the results. These results were influenced not only by
the subjects’ gender but also by smoking history.

Second, the reliability and validity of the Fagerstrom scale
have not been assessed in this study. Also, the statistical values
should be provided. Further studies are needed to determine
more sociodemographic characteristics, including age, occupa-
tion, education level, ethnicity, parity, and residency. It may be
found that more vital risk factors also play an important role
in the control of TB.
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