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Historis odius (Fabricius, 1775) is a well-known butterfly spe-
cies that ranges widely over Latin America, including the Car-
ibbean Islands and even isolated Coco Island, where it is the
only resident butterfly (HOGUE 1993). The species can be found
throughout the Region from Southern United States to Argen-
tina and West Indies (D’ABRERA 1984).

The larvae of H. odius feed on the leaves of Cecropia spp.
(Urticales, Moraceae) (HOGUE 1993). The chrysalid has fine, fork-
tipped, dorsal abdominal spines and curved head horns (HOGUE

1993) (Fig. 1).
Brachymeria pandora (Crawford, 1914) (Fig. 2) was already

found in Guiana (CRAWFORD 1914) as a parasitoid of larva of an
undetermined species Hesperiidae and Venezuela (TERAN 1980)
as parasitoid of pupa Calpodes ethlius (Stoll, 1780) (Lepidoptera,
Hesperiidae).

Some pupae of Historis odius were collected by the first
author at Cabo Frio (22°51’S, 42°03’W), State of Rio de Janeiro.
From two of them, found in 29.V.2000 and XI.2004, emerged
12 and 7 specimens of B. pandora (Fig. 2), respectively. Close
species of B. pandora, e. g., B. mnestor (Walker, 1841) and B.
annulata (Fabricius, 1793) are also gregarious parasitoids of pu-
pae of some families of Lepidoptera, as Noctuidae, Nymphalidae,
Papilionidae, Pieridae and Pyralidae (NOYES 2002).

The lepidopteran species was identified based on D’ABRERA

(1984, 1987), BROWN (1992) and HOGUE (1993) and are depos-

ited at “Coleção Entomológica do Museu Nacional da
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro” (MNRJ). The chalcidid
voucher specimens are deposited at “Coleção Entomológica do
Departamento de Ciências Biológicas da Universidade Federal
do Espírito Santo” (UFES).
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ABSTRACT. The first record of parasitism of Brachymeria pandora (Crawford, 1914) (Hymenoptera, Chalcididae) on
Historis odius (Fabricius, 1775) (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) in the State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil is presented.
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RESUMO. BrBrBrBrBrachymeriaachymeriaachymeriaachymeriaachymeria     pandorpandorpandorpandorpandoraaaaa (Cr (Cr (Cr (Cr (Craaaaawfwfwfwfwfororororord) (Hymenopterd) (Hymenopterd) (Hymenopterd) (Hymenopterd) (Hymenoptera,a,a,a,a, Chalcididae): Chalcididae): Chalcididae): Chalcididae): Chalcididae): um nov um nov um nov um nov um novo paro paro paro paro parasitóide de asitóide de asitóide de asitóide de asitóide de HistorisHistorisHistorisHistorisHistoris     odiusodiusodiusodiusodius
(F(F(F(F(Fabrabrabrabrabricius) (Lepidoptericius) (Lepidoptericius) (Lepidoptericius) (Lepidoptericius) (Lepidoptera,a,a,a,a, Nymphalidae). Nymphalidae). Nymphalidae). Nymphalidae). Nymphalidae). Apresenta-se o primeiro registro de parasitismo de Brachymeria pandora
(Crawford, 1914) (Hymenoptera, Chalcididae) em Historis odius (Fabricius, 1775) (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae), no
estado do Rio de Janeiro, Brasil.
PALAVRAS CHAVE. Cabo Frio, parasitóide.
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Figures 1-2. (1) Pupa of Historis odius after emergence of the Brachymeria pandora adults, lateral view; (2) adult of Brachymeria pandora,
lateral view.
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