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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Societies have advanced in debates about minority groups,
raising questions to rethink practices that act in this perspective. Based
on this, education and the school library can play an important role in
seeking to address issues relating, for example, to the LGBTQIAPN+
population, as a socially vulnerable group, and this due to existing and
recurrent prejudices in social structures. Therefore, it is urgent to think
about training strategies to be developed within the school library so that
they can act to reduce prejudice and discrimination against this
particular community. Objective: The objective is to outline some
proposals for educational and informational practices that can be
developed in school libraries, in the Brazilian context, to combat
LGBTphobia in the educational environment. Methodology: this
research, of an exploratory nature, uses a bibliographic and
documentary approach to understand relationships between the themes
of school library, gender and sexuality, prejudice at school and
LGBTQIAPN+ communities. Results: From the discussions held, it is clear
that this social minority suffers prejudice in the school environment,
causing an impact on academic performance and even dropping out in
some cases. Thus, the importance of working on strategic actions that
can combat prejudice and discrimination in the school context is evident,
so that it is possible to achieve effective and affective social inclusion,
thus helping to confront the discourse of heteronormativity. Conclusion.
Finally, some premises are outlined that can serve as training and
informational strategies to combat LGBTphobia in the educational
environment, in order to contribute to the construction of welcoming
and inclusive spaces, respecting the differences.

KEYWORDS
Library science. School library. Education. LGBTQIAPN+ population.
Social minotiry.

Estratégias formativas e informacionais direcionadas
a populacéio LGBTQIAPN+ em bibliotecas escolares

RESUMO

Introducdo: As sociedades tém avancado quanto aos debates acerca
dos grupos menorizados, levantando questdes para repensar praticas
que atuem nessa perspectiva. A partir disso, a educacdo e a biblioteca
escolar podem ter papel importante ao procurar abordar questoes
atinentes, por exemplo, a populagao LGBTQIAPN+, enquanto grupo em
vulnerabilidade social, e isso devido aos preconceitos existentes e
recorrentes nas estruturas sociais. Assim, € urgente pensar estratégias
formativas a serem desenvolvidas no ambito da biblioteca escolar para
que possam atuar na redugdo de preconceitos e discriminacdes contra
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essa comunidade em particular. Objetivo: O objetivo é tragar algumas
proposicOes de praticas educativas e informacionais que possam ser
desenvolvidas em bibliotecas escolares, no contexto brasileiro, para
combater a LGBTfobia no ambiente educacional. Metodologia: Esta
pesquisa, de natureza exploratdria, lanca mdo de abordagem
bibliografica e documental para compreender relagoes existentes entre
ostemas biblioteca escolar, género e sexualidade, preconceito na escola
e comunidades LGBTQIAPN+. Resultados: A partir das discussGes
realizadas, percebe-se que essa minoria social sofre preconceitos no
ambiente escolar, gerando impacto no rendimento escolar e até mesmo
evasdo em alguns casos. Assim, flagra-se a importancia de se trabalhar
acbes estratégicas que possam combater os preconceitos e
discriminaces no contexto escolar, de modo que seja possivel alcangar
uma efetiva e afetiva inclusdo social, ajudando, assim, a confrontar o
discurso da heteronormatividade. Conclusdo: Por fim, esbocam-se
algumas premissas que podem servir de estratégias formativas e
informacionais de combate a LGBTfobia no ambiente educacional, de
modo a contribuir com a construcdo de espagos acolhedores e
inclusivos, respeitando as diferencas.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE
Biblioteconomia.  Biblioteca  escolar.  Educagdo.  Populacdo
LGBTQIAPN+. Grupos menorizados.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Discussions about minoritized groups (groups and populations that are minoritized
within a prejudiced social structure) are gaining ground in contemporary social debates,
demonstrating the need to reflect on and produce fairer practices in a wide variety of spaces and
environments. In this sense, the school library is one of those spaces that needs to work in line
with the debates on social vulnerability, so that they can be allied with the fight against prejudice
and discrimination in the school context.

In light of the above, LGBTQIAPN+ people ! are a group that suffers from prejudice
and discrimination in society, given their dissident experiences, which deviate from the
expected standard (Sousa Junior; Mendes, 2020). These factors are commonly manifested in
school environments, resulting in bullying and often causing school attrition, physical and
psychological suffering, and isolation, among others, directly impacting people's lives, since
such issues are not solely confined to the school environment (Ventimiglia; Menezes, 2020).

Therefore, the educational function of school libraries provides the potential to
envisage the development of actions and strategies aligned with education from an
informational perspective that can combat the harms caused by LGBTphobia?. Minoritized
groups suffer from certain factors in society; in the case of the LGBTQIAPN+ population,
prejudice and discrimination cause these people to find themselves in a situation of social
vulnerability.

Education is one of the essential foundations for the development of a critical thinking
sense, for reflecting on social inequalities, and for the shaping of ethical and autonomous
individuals. In addition to this, it is through education that individuals acquire skills (technical,
social, emotional, etc.) that are fundamental for social interaction, as well as knowledge that
will be invaluable for exercising citizenship and accessing information.

From this perspective, information is an important resource for ensuring access to
rights, and access to services (health, education, legal, social, etc.) which, in turn, are pillars for
demystifying prejudices, stigmas, and discrimination. The new demands of the 2020s, severely
intensified by the COVID-19 pandemic, the proliferation of misinformation and fake news, the
spread of denialist and anti-scientific discourses, as well as the vast amount of information
available on the web, amplified by artificial intelligence, leads us to the need to seek new ways
of circumventing and even confronting these problems that so affect our populations,
particularly those who have historically been —and continue to be— placed in situations of
vulnerability.

Consequently, drawing up strategies to deal with such demands, starting from
education and information, places the school library as one of the essential spaces for this fight.
In a social fabric which is sewn together by the “thread” of the white cisheteropatriarchy,
LGBTQIAPN+ people, as well as black, indigenous, riverside, disabled, and other people who
do not fit into the colonizing discourses of normativity, each in their own way, suffer the weight
of prejudice and discrimination not only in the context of schools but in society as a whole,
which makes their lives more difficult to live.

Thus, the aim presented in this paper is to outline some proposals for educational and
informational practices that can be developed in school libraries in the Brazilian context, to
combat LGBTphobia in the educational environment. In terms of methodological aspects, this
exploratory study employs a bibliographical approach (referring to the relevant literature) and
a documentary approach (referring to statistical data provided in documents from non-
governmental organizations - NGOs), in order to understand the relationships between the

! Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Travestis, Transsexual, Queer, Intersex, Asexual, Pansexual, Non-Binary and other
sexual orientations, gender identities and gender/sexual expressions.
2 Hatred, aversion, prejudice and discrimination against LGBTQIAPN+ people (Reis, 2018).
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themes of school library, gender and sexuality, prejudice at school and LGBTQIAPN+
communities, so as to outline some premises that can serve as formative and informational
strategies.

2 LIBRARY, EDUCATION AND INFORMATION: AIMING FOR CONFLUENCES

Libraries have been known throughout human history as the place where knowledge
resides, where memories are preserved and conserved, where information is processed and
disseminated, as well as diverse cultures (Bernardino & Suaiden, 2011). It is worth
remembering that these spaces were not always accessible to the general public, but were rather
restricted to religious, economic and intellectual elites, etc.

Murguia (2010) had previously discussed the library as a social space since its
associative nature allows for the formation of different networks and different types of
knowledge. Sales & Garzez (2021), by addressing the library as a device, which in the
Foucauldian tradition is understood as a network of heterogeneous elements that fulfill strategic
functions, have demonstrated how the library can actually interfere as a counter-device in favor
of decoloniality, providing an understanding of how transformative these spaces of culture and
knowledge can be.

Concerning public libraries, they are spaces for building cultures and knowledge, as
well as providing learning environments, with a social function connected to access to
information, the dissemination of culture, and the construction of new knowledge (Bernardino
& Suaiden, 2011). On the other hand, school libraries fulfill the function of supporting teaching
and learning in an educational context, as well as encouraging reading, combining education
and information in a single function.

Librarians assigned to school libraries play a fundamental role in making information
available and contributing to student learning, based on the school's objectives, working in
conjunction with teachers. (Cavalcante; Velanga; Pimenta, 2020). In this sense, school libraries
are environments meant for the development of actions that promote the production of new
knowledge, the encouragement of reading habits, the promotion of cultural activities, and also
access to information for the school community.

Given this, Cavalcante, Velanga & Pimenta (2020, p. 2) state that:

The action of mediating is welcome in such a school environment since it aligns with
pedagogical practice. In this scenario, the library interacts with the teacher in the
incessant search to fulfill one of its functions: to support, to connect the content of
bibliographic materials to those of the teachers as a practice of the school curriculum
(Cavalcante; Velanga; Pimenta, 2020, p. 2).

It is safe to state that the school library is a space in constant motion and must be led
by library professionals, teachers, and students who take on a leading role in making
information available in places of learning (Lipinski; Cristovam, 2021). By understanding the
importance of libraries, we can perceive the opportunity to address issues that can contribute to
reducing social inequalities.

Individuals who are part of the LGBTQIAPN+ communities suffer from violent
manifestations of LGBTphobia rooted deep in the historical construction of the social fabric as
a whole. These factors also extend to the school context, causing harm to the learning process
of students, as well as traumas in their lives. In this way, the school library, a device-space that
connects education, information, and knowledge, can take on the ethical and social commitment
of contributing to the reduction of violence that affects the LGBTQIAPN+ community.
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3 SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND THEIR EDUCATIONAL ROLE: LGBTQIAPN+ POPULATION
IN FOCUS

The school library is of great importance in the process of building knowledge and
teaching and learning in an educational context. It is in this environment that the student body
can have contact with the world of reading, through literature, for example, but also in the
construction of knowledge that is offered in the classroom. From this perspective, Lipinski &
Cristovam (2021) argue that far from being stereotyped as a place to store books, the school
library performs an essential pedagogical function when it is worked on in conjunction with
school professionals (librarians, teachers, pedagogues, etc.), thus providing an environment that
is conducive to promoting a rich space for the teaching and learning process.

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) (2015, p.
19), in its guidelines for school libraries, defines it as “a physical and digital space in the school
where reading, research, investigation, thinking, imagination, and creativity are fundamental to
the students' journey”, emphasizing that this characteristic permeates the personal, social and
cultural spheres, from information to knowledge. In addition, it is stated that the school library
should be accessible to all individuals, as well as a safe, equitable, educational, social, and
cultural place.

Similarly to IFLA (2015), the authors Lipinski and Cristovam (2021) state that the
school library is a place for teaching and learning, in which education plays a fundamental role
in the development of critical and reflective thinking, contributing to the school community
being a place of citizenship where people will learn to use tools, resources, and technologies
that assist in the search for information.

Furthermore, Nunes and Santos (2020) corroborate and complement this statement by
affirming that the school library enables the mediation of reading in the education of readers,
and should involve librarians and teachers to work together to achieve this goal. Critical and
reflective thinking is also emphasized by the authors, in addition to the construction of
knowledge, with the school library being a place with the mission of providing information and
services that contribute to the formation of responsible citizens.

Collaborative work to achieve a common goal is pointed out by Nunes & Santos (2020,
p. 8) when they state that “Teachers and librarians should act in partnership to develop
educational activities and cultural actions, thus transforming the library into a pedagogical
tool”. In these circumstances, we can understand how the school library can and should
contribute to building and proposing educational, informational, and cultural activities that
value the diversity that exists in societies.

Nascimento (2022) addresses the school library as an auxiliary instrument in the
learning process that must have an up-to-date collection that meets the needs of the institution
in which it is inserted, but which, above all, provides a welcoming environment for its visitors.

In line with Nunes & Santos (2020), who raise the issue of the mediation of reading
and cultural actions, Nascimento (2022) states that information and culture act as stimuli for
individuals' learning, as well as for social interactions between teaching staff and librarians, as
they have the potential to motivate reading and, who knows, foster the critical and reflective
use of information.

Silva et al. (2021) presented a study that revealed the psychological suffering of
LGBTQIAPN+ young individuals as a result of discrimination, prejudice, oppression,
stigmatization, and exclusion suffered by people with a sexual orientation and gender identity
different from what society has historically understood as heteronormativity. The mental health
of schoolchildren directly affects their lives in the most varied areas, as Silva et al. (2021, p.
2648) point out: “[...] the fear of suffering new violence limits their involvement and inclusion
in various social contexts, causing them to drop out of school, withdraw from friends and lose
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emotional ties”.

In this sense, the violence that LGBTQIAPN+ individuals suffer has an impact on their
mental health, undermining their self-esteem, and causing fear and seclusion to be frequent, in
an attempt at self-preservation. In addition, school attrition occurs due to the oppression that
students may experience in this context, making them seek to escape this reality of vulnerability
so as not to suffer from LGBTphobia.

Subsequently, Melo (2016) emphasizes that the school library is an environment that
needs to be welcoming and contribute to the construction of knowledge, since after the
classroom, the school library needs to be a space that will enable access to information that will
be useful for the development of knowledge and critical thinking. School teachers and library
professionals are important agents in democratizing the space and knowledge of a school
library, not only in the educational sphere but also in the cultural, social, and informational
spheres, so that it is possible to contribute to the development of socially aware citizens and
lifelong learning.

4 LGBTQIAPN+ POPULATION IN CIS-HETERONORMATIVE SOCIETY

LGBTQIAPN+ social movements began in the 1970s when they were still called the
“Brazilian Homosexual Movement (MHB)”. Over the years, new political actors have joined
the social movements, such as lesbians, travesties, transsexuals, and bisexuals (Sousa Junior;
Mendes, 2021). While at the beginning the MHB's name was singular, representing a single
group, other groups soon came to be identified until the current acronym was formed, with each
letter representing a specific group, in a conglomeration of various LGBTQIAPN+ activism
movements.

The existence of social movements arose primarily as a counterpoint to the oppression
and violence that this population suffered (and suffers) and to demand rights that were denied
to these individuals. Thus, the struggles of the social movements of individuals who did not fit
into the cis-heteronormative® standard sought recognition as human beings worthy of living
their lives freely, without the repressions that were imposed upon them.

Although social movements have gained ground and won some battles, violence
against this social minority continues to occur in Brazil. To illustrate this issue, Graph 1 below
provides some data on this reality.

3 Expression used to refer to a social horm regarding following heterosexual and cisgender standards (Reis,

2018).
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Graph 1. Statistical data on violence against LGBTQIAPN+ individuals
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Source: Adapted from the Institute of Applied Economic Research (2021).

The 2021 Atlas of Violence provides data on violence, especially through Dial 100
(Human Rights Hotline of the Ministry of Women, Family and Human Rights). It is important
to fight against the violence and other oppressions that this population suffers, through actions
and activities that can help minimize this damage, especially through education and
information.

The struggle for the recognition of the rights and citizenship of the LGBTQIAPN+
population transcends social activism, materialized by social movements, by individuals who
are engaged in the fight and political participation by demanding from the State the rights that
are denied to this population. (Albernaz; Kauss, 2015). Social activism and engagement, which
join forces in a political and coordinated way to pressure the State, due to its lack of effective
action, have succeeded in securing rights through the Federal Supreme Court (STF), such as,
for example, the legitimization by law of the stable union of LGBTQIAPN+ individuals, a right
granted by this body with the active participation of social movements. (Albernaz; Kauss,
2015).

Regarding the rights of this social minority, although the 1988 Federal Constitution
defines social rights, such as the right to education, health, security, housing, and food, among
others (Brazil, 1988), not all LGBTQIAPN+ individuals can access citizenship in terms of the
rights guaranteed by the Constitution.

As for the educational environment, prejudice and discrimination end up materializing
in bullying and LGBTQIAPN+ individuals who study, and experience school suffer from this
violence. This has a direct impact on the performance, mental health, and permanence of these
individuals in the school environment. Symbolic violence is a factor that affects the school
community and contributes to a toxic environment for those who do not conform to cis-
heternormativity (Ventimiglia; Menezes, 2020).

In this sense, Louro (2007) points out that both boys and girls learn the practice of
bullying from a very early age, materialized in joking, gestures, mockery, and nicknames
directed at those who do not fit into the gender and sexuality standards accepted in the society
in which they live. As a result, an environment is created in which LGBTphobia has fertile
ground to develop, directly affecting the school experience and the lives of LGBTQIAPN+
individuals who find themselves in these places.
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Cardoso and Ferro (2012) state that LGBTQIAPN+ individuals constitute a vulnerable
population in that they face barriers to accessing basic public services, such as the healthcare
sector. They also point out that there is a need for professionals in these public places to know
how to provide care and accommodate the specific needs of this particular population,
especially concerning the training of healthcare workers. Trans people, for example, have
specific health demands, therefore it is necessary for healthcare professionals to be prepared to
provide assistance to all LGBTQIAPN+ individuals, without discrimination. (Cardoso; Ferro,
2012).

In addition, Graph 2 below presents some data on the deaths of LGBTQIAPN+
individuals in Brazil. Given the lack of statistics from the Brazilian Government in this regard,
organized social movements seek to compile and make this scenario visible. The figures
presented below were taken from activist groups: Acontece Arte e Politica LGBTI+; National
Association of Transvestites and Transsexuals (ANTRA); Brazilian Association of Lesbians,
Gays, Bisexuals, Travestis, Transsexuals and Intersex Individuals (ABGLT), Distrito Drag and
Grupo Gay da Bahia (GGB).

Graph 2 Statistical data on deaths of LGBTQIAPN+ people
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Source: Data retrieved from ANTRA, Acontece, GGB, and ABGLT, prepared by the authors (2024).

The activist groups warn in their records that the statistics presented are underreported,
especially considering the size of the country and the difficulties in carrying out more
comprehensive mapping. The lack of financial and human resources are also factors that hinder
the collection of these figures, however, with such data it is possible to observe the reality of
this specific population in terms of violence.

While LGBTQIAPN+ people lose their lives as victims of prejudice, discrimination,
violence, vulnerability, and other oppressions, the politicians elected by the people have never
passed a law that protects these lives and criminalizes those who directly or indirectly
corroborate these deaths (Santana, 2019). Thus, in 2019, in an attempt to combat this violence,
the Federal Supreme Court equated LGBTphobia with the Racism Law, thus marking a
milestone in the rights of this social group in Brazil (Santana, 2019).

Furthermore, there is a lack of actions aimed at addressing the demands of these
individuals, given that there are specific needs for each group represented by the letters of the
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acronym LGBTQIAPN+, a fact that requires different attention and actions for each letter of
the initials. (Cardoso; Ferro, 2012). Thinking about strategies that move towards the
development and involvement of actions aimed at the LGBTQIAPN+ population is of great
social relevance, in order to contribute to an inclusive society, confronting social inequalities.

5 METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS

The study presented here takes a qualitative approach, relying on bibliographical and
documentary research, as the paper seeks to develop strategic actions to help combat prejudice
and discrimination against the LGBTQIAPN+ population. In this sense, the bibliographical
research was conducted using databases such as the Information Science Database (BRAPCI),
the Scientific Electronic Library Online (SciELO), and the CAPES Journal Portal.

The searches contained keywords such as: “LGBTQIAPN+" and its variations (LGBT,
LGBTI, LGBTQIA, LGBTQ), combined using the Boolean “and” with the terms “actions in
school libraries”, “practices in school libraries”, “strategies in libraries” so that no materials
were found that addressed practices, actions or training strategies aimed at school libraries on
the subject of LGBTQIAPN+,

In this sense, the documentary research focused on Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) that provided reports and documents with statistical data on the violence endured by
this population in the Brazilian context. On this basis, the NGOs selected were: Acontece Arte
e Politica LGBTI+; Associacdo Nacional de Travestis e Transexuais (ANTRA); the Brazilian
Association of Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, Transvestites, Transsexuals and Intersex Individuals
(ABGLT), Distrito Drag and Grupo Gay da Bahia (GGB).

Although the 2021 Atlas of Violence report was published by the Institute for Applied
Economic Research (IPEA), there is data on violence experienced by the LGBTQIAPN+
population, even though we do not have more recent data (the latest data is from the year 2021),
it nevertheless helps us to see the reality of this community in Brazil. The NGO reports are
slightly more focused on the statistics regarding physical violence (such as deaths, suicides,
murders, etc.), while the Atlas of Violence provides a broader overview, including verbal,
psychological, and physical violence, etc., obtained from reports made via Dial 100. It should
be noted that all the documents employed to produce the graphs “Statistical data on violence
against LGBTQIAPN+ people” and “Statistical data on deaths of LGBTQIAPN+ people”
contain more information concerning the violence suffered by this population; the graphs are
utilized here to show a “general summary” of the panorama experienced in the Brazilian
context.

Accordingly, by taking into account the data presented, based on the readings of the
theoretical framework that has been utilized throughout this study, and based on the perception
of the authors, actions were drawn up from an informational and educational perspective, with
respective objectives for each action, in order to contribute to the fight against LGBTIphobia
in the country. Thus, it is not the intention to place the responsibility for a structural problem
on the areas of Education and Librarianship, rather, these are areas that have fertile
environments to help in this necessary struggle. By understanding the school as a space that
shapes individuals, it is possible to contribute to social transformation in the hope of developing
a more just, equal, and welcoming society for all people.

6 FORMATIVE STRATEGIES IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

The factors that lead the LGBTQIAPN+ population to experience social vulnerability
have a direct impact on their access to citizenship and their rights. Violence, poverty, social
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exclusion, prejudice, and unemployment are some of the aspects that contribute to social
vulnerability impacting the lives of LGBTQIAPN+ people. (Righetto; Vitorino; Muriel-
Torrado, 2018). From this perspective, the school is an environment with great potential for
developing activities that can combat said factors.

It should be noted that social vulnerability is not an exclusive feature that affects the
LGBTQIAPN+ population, as other socially minoritized populations also suffer from issues of
disrespect for human rights. Specifically about the LGBTQIAPN+ population, the aim here is
to consider actions that can be developed in school libraries in order to confront the scenario of
violence that assails the LGBTQIAPN+ community.

The school library is a fertile environment for education and the construction of
knowledge, as well as a learning and teaching space that can contribute to the development of
the school community. In this sense, Casali & Gongalves (2019) state that the social function
of the school is based on promoting the right to education, on building school spaces as
environments that will operate in a secure manner and without prejudice and intolerance, so
that it will be possible to promote citizenship and equality.

In this perspective, Casali & Gongalves (2019) argue that discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity are factors that lead students to drop out of school,
thereby contributing to increased social, economic, and emotional vulnerability and other forms
of violence that further contribute to the weakening of a socially just nation. That said, the
school needs to be a welcoming and safe environment so that people can develop their learning
and the construction of knowledge, and thus the school library may become a safe and
welcoming space for these people.

Nascimento (2022) argues that the school library is an interdisciplinary environment
and highlights the importance of partnerships between librarians, teachers, pedagogues, and
other professionals who work in this context, to develop activities that seek equality and equity
in these spaces. Moreover, the school library is a fundamental institution for improving reading
habits, education, and culture, promoting a welcoming and inclusive environment, and also | 10
stimulating critical and reflective thinking (Nascimento, 2022).

Based on the assumption that the school library is an environment for the construction
of knowledge, with the potential to promote welcoming and inclusive practices, capable of
combating prejudices and stigmatized cultures, the chart below presents ten proposals for
actions that can be developed in school libraries and which are taken here as premises for
combating LGBTIphobia in schools. Chart 1 presents actions that can be carried out in schools
to confront and combat oppression and violence that affects the LGBTQIAPN+ population, to
be implemented in school libraries with the support and partnership of the educational

community.
Chart 1. Chart 1. Anti-IGBTIphobia action proposals for school libraries
N. Name of the action Goal
1 | Book club to read books with LGBTQIAPN+ | raise awareness of experiences other than
representativity heterosexuality and cisgenderism.
2 | Continuous training for education professionals | contribute to an education based on social
on the LGBTQIAPN+ topic and progressive issues present in society, in
order to demystify stigmas and prejudices
about the LGBTQIAPN+ community.

Talks with education professionals who are | raise awareness and involve the school
experts in gender and sexuality themes community and guardians in LGBTQIAPN+
issues.

Week against LGBTIphobia organize a week event in which the impacts of
LGBTIphobia in the educational context are
discussed, to counteract this issue.

RDBCI| Campinas, SP | v.23| e025016 | 2025



5 | Discussion circle in the library with LGBTQIAPN+ | foster a safe environment for LGBTQIAPN+
individuals individuals so that it is possible to discuss
issues involving bullying at school with them.

6 | Literary contest containing LGBTQIAPN+ | value the lives of LGBTQIAPN+ individuals in

representativity order to contribute to self-esteem and the
promotion of diversity.

Diversity Center form a team that can organize and work on
LGBTQIAPN+ issues at school.

Poetry Soiree toencourage creativity and art through poetry

with LGBTQIAPN+ representativity, as well as
valuing these experiences.
Quiz on historical events or important | contribute tothe recognition of LGBTQIAPN+

LGBTQIAPN+ personalities individuals who have played important rolesin
history and provide knowledge on the subject.
Socializing readings on LGBTQIAPN+ promote the socialization of readings

containing LGBTQIAPN+ representativeness
orthataddress the subject so that each person
can tell what they liked most or what caught
their attention in the reading.

Source: elaborated by the authors (2024).

The activities presented above can be carried out in school libraries together with the
entire school community, as well as involving the guardians of the students, contributing to an
inclusive and welcoming environment. Moreover, these actions are intended to contribute to
the appreciation of LGBTQIAPN+ experiences, combating prejudice and bullying in the school
context, demystifying stigmas about these individuals, as well as promoting diversity, basing
actions on ethical values of empowerment of this population.

| 11

6 CONCLUSION

The role of the school library can go beyond the teaching and learning process, as well
as providing relevant information not only within the educational sphere but can also be useful
for the lives of the people within this context. The construction of knowledge can develop fertile
ground in this space, especially when it seeks to be a place of refuge and safety for all the people
who experience the school, such as LGBTQIAPN+ individuals.

Thus, although prejudice, discrimination, stigma, violence, and social vulnerability are
factors that impact the school lives of these individuals, the school library plays an important
role in combating such problems. In a collaborative effort between education professionals,
such as librarians, teachers, pedagogues, etc., actions and activities can be implemented in
school libraries to promote and value diversity.

Therefore, in addition to its role in education, the school library can contribute to the
dissemination of culture, through the mediation of reading, for example, thereby enabling
students to develop critical and reflective thinking. In this manner, in addition to facilitating
access to and the use of existing information in society, the school library and its social function
contribute to the empowerment of social groups in situations of social vulnerability, such as the
LGBTQIAPN+ population, through education and information strategies, thus combating the
social inequalities endured by these individuals.

From this perspective, the suggestions for actions presented above directed at the
environment of the school library are not intended to be an absolute proposition, but rather to
contribute theoretically to the discussion and promote concerns/reflections regarding minority
groups and, perhaps, awaken the desire for these actions to actually be carried out in that setting.

As such, the actions expressed here start primarily from the perspective of education
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and information, so that they value diversity, culture, education, and social inclusion, such as
literary events (poetry soirees and literary clubs) which, combined with the themes pertaining
to the LGBTQIAPN+ population, encompass the social, educational and empowerment
dimensions of said group, since they also seek to value these individuals.

Furthermore, it is important to emphasize that this article is an attempt to sow the seeds
of a discussion on the school library as a place that seeks to promote diversity, especially
concerning LGBTQIAPN+ individuals who endure so much violence in society and at school.
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